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Haven’t all of us, at one time or another, been
a member or the chair of a committee? Usually,
people are not clamoring for those positions. We do it
because it’s “my turn in the barrel.”

Let’s all jump in our boats (here in the middle of
Oklahoma) and sail to Florida! Or perhaps we
might want to continue to Maryland! Got your
attention?

Officers are servants to the club members and
they should represent and uphold the interests of the
club. Trust is a big part of allowing someone to
represent one's interests, and I can say with a clear
conscience that I trust our board of directors.
Opinions may differ, but overt corruption has not been
an issue in my board experience.
Having said that, the board, your board of
directors, will be proposing some changes to the
bylaws in an effort to clean up some confusing
language, streamline some administrative issues and
try to catch up to modern technology. The board is
hopeful that the membership will support its decisions.
However, if there are issues the board has not
considered, input from the membership is vital to the
success of the club in its endeavors.
The club took a big step in supporting the
purchase of the Opti’s. The board will propose
another big step in the very near future: The purchase
of a safety/race committee boat. Our current safety
boat is adequate within its limitations, but the club
needs a teaching platform and a race committee boat.
A dedicated RC boat will free up other sailboats that
may not be able to participate in a given race.
The crux of the issue is this: The board will be
making decisions in your and the Club’s best interest.
Please, stay involved in the Club’s current issues and
let the board know of any concerns. Thank you for
your support in money, volunteer time and smiles. It
means a lot.

I’ve had a similar dream for years and have even
purchased charts for the Kerr-McClellan Arkansas
River Navigation System. Haven’t done it yet.
But............. I know someone who has! Daryl and
Linda Ingram sold everything, bought a 28 foot
sloop, and sailed three thousand five hundred
ninety-six miles, beginning in Kerr Lake,
Oklahoma! I’ve recently been on the phone with
Daryl, and he and Linda have agreed to come to
the next BoatHouse meeting (Friday, January
17) to share their experiences! Please check your
calendar right away and set aside Friday,
January 17, 7:00 p.m. so you can join us at the
BoatHouse. Please bring a covered or side dish,
lets have some fun, get caught up on all the
happenings and begin planning for an exciting and
eventful 2003.
TSC Dues for 2003
Dues for the 2003 fiscal year are due
now! The new fiscal year began November
1. If you haven’t done so, please remit to
Box 1086 or bring your check to the General

Meeting,

January

17,

at

the

BoatHouse, 7:00 PM. $50 full and group,
$25 associate and $15 student.
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Taking the Plunge into the
World of Bareboat Chartering
Submitted by Pat Ehlers
About a year ago, when there was no keelboat course
to be found in or near Norman, I decided to spend a
weekend at Lake Oolagah so I could attend the
American Sailing Association=s 101 basic keelboat
course. I had been sailing my Catalina 22 for about a
year at the time I took the course. Attending the
course was not a goal but instead a means to an end. I
wanted to become certified to charter my own
bareboat. ASA requires 101 as a prerequisite for its
other courses like 103 basic coastal cruising and 104
bareboat chartering. So, I had to take 101 and pass it
before I could move on to other courses.
My time at Lake Oolagah was certainly worthwhile. It
is a pretty lake and large. The sailing was great and
the instructor was a lot of fun as well as informative. I
certainly learned a few things too. I had never learned
the technique of heaving to and it was something my
instructor decided to show us how to do. After
learning that little trick, I can=t tell you how many
times I=ve used it for different needs. For instance,
while having dinner with my family aboard I=ve
heaved to in front of the dam on Lake Thunderbird and
drifted during the course of dinner from there to the
Boat House. It sure beats swinging on the hook and
made for a really enjoyable meal. And, heaving to is
great for those times when you loose a jib sheet
overboard and just need to Apause@ for a moment while
under sail to get the sheet secured and properly knotted
like it should have been in the first place. If anything
the 101 course illustrated to me was that there is
always something new you can learn and that no
educational opportunity is ever a waste.
After sailing for approximately another two years I got
the bug to take another course. In the end I was able to
take two at once. Here is what I did. I called down to
the Corpus Christi Sailing ("CCSC@) Center and asked
about taking the 103 and 104 courses. I was told that
they did not have these courses offered as a pair but if
I wanted them to arrange something, that could be
done. I told them that I did and they accommodated
me. I was pretty amazed at the customer service. I
was able to tell them when I wanted to take the
courses. I was even able to arrange it around my work
schedule so that I could minimize time out of the
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office and make the most of a three day weekend I had
available in October. After I sent my fifty percent
deposit for the courses, I found the courses were
advertised to others on the CCSC website (http://www.
constant.com/sailing/). The four other slots for the
course filled quickly. By the time October rolled
around we had a full boat, five students and the
skipper/instructor.
While there is an ASA school at Lake Texoma that
teaches the 103 and 104 courses, I decided to seek a
venue for these courses that would afford good
exposure to navigational markers, ship channels, tides,
waves and varying weather. It was my thought that
this would be best for truly learning about coastal
cruising and learning about the types of things that
would most likely be experienced during a normal
bareboat charter. I picked CCSC because it was
relatively close and because it was accessible via an
inexpensive flight on Southwest Airlines. Having
taken the courses there I think I made the right choice.
I had never been to Corpus Christi before taking the
course and as my schedule dictated arriving in the
evening after the CCSC had closed I was concerned
about where I would stay and how convenient it would
be to get around. The staff at CCSC addressed these
concerns with ease. Prior to my arrival I was told that
I would find a key to a dock and instructions on where
to find a boat where I could spend the night. When I
arrived in Corpus Christi I took a fifteen minute cab
ride from the airport to the CCSC. There, under a
welcome mat, I found, as promised, a key to the dock
and directions to the boat.
My evening
accommodations turned out to be a Hunter 34 with air
conditioning. Even better, there was a Joe=s Crab
Shack just a short walk from the boat. Eating some
seafood, enjoying a beer or two and sleeping on the
water for the night was a nice introduction to a course
on bareboat chartering!!
In the morning, I found the courses would not take
place on the Hunter 34 but instead on Souvenier a
Morgan 46. Souvenier is an older boat that could use
some TLC inside but she had plenty of room for our
skipper/instructor USCG Capt. John Lillard and our
class/crew. After we loaded our provisions, which
were included with the tuition for the course, our class
put out for five days of sailing. We left on a Thursday
morning and did not return to the CCSC until Monday.
On our first day we sailed and motored in light winds
(See Bareboat on page 5)
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Les Cummings, President
I take this opportunity to thank each member
of the TSC for your unwavering support over the past
seven years that I have been privileged to served on
the TSC's Sailing Center Advisory Board and the
LTEF Board of Directors. I especially thank you for
your assistance for the past four years (1999-2002)
that I have served as President of the LTEF.
As previously announced, I will step down as
President in January 2003. Barbara and I look forward
to supporting the new LTEF President-elect, Dr. Chad
Cox and his wife, Pat. Chad has distinguished himself
as a Commodore of the TSC, U.S. Sailing Level One
Sailing Instructor, primary instructor of several Kid's
Sailing Day Camps, student mentor, BoatHouse
construction volunteer, concrete floor staining expert
extraordinaire, and a C.A.S.T Fishing Derby
Organizer. This is just a sampling of Chad and Pat's
activities on behalf of the TSC, LTEF, and the
BoatHouse programs. Chad was a wonderful choice
as this year's winner of the TSC's Sportsmanship
Award.
Barbara and I are pleased and honored to have
worked these many years on behalf of the TSC and the
LTEF. We thank and congratulate each of you for
your efforts as well. We also encourage your
continued involvement through volunteerism and
financial contributions. Dedicated and hard-working
volunteers have made and will continue to make the
BoatHouse project the success we all had envisioned.
Please extend your appreciation to the officers and
board members of the LTEF who have worked so
diligently over the past five years. The LTEF officers
for 2002 were Frank Lawler, VP, Connie Divine,
Treasurer, and Chad Cox, Secretary.
We also
congratulate Roger Elliott (Former BoatHouse
Building Committee Chair) as the VP-elect, Connie
Divine as Treasurer-elect and Marilyn Friend as
Secretary-elect for the 2003 LTEF fiscal year.
We also express our appreciation to the
Executive Committees of the TSC. Since 1996 all
TSC officers have kept the BoatHouse project in focus
and moving forward. Commodore Bill Brackett and
his officers have been extraordinarily helpful over the
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past year and we are blessed with another group of
excellent TSC officers this year.
I thank my wife Barbara for her continuing
support for all these many years (39 to be exact). I
thank her for not only putting up with my neverending ideas and projects, but also for her
encouragement and support in order to make them as
successful as possible.
However, the successes
achieved over the past seven years are the direct result
of the Thunderbird Sailing Club's desire to provide a
facility that will encourage safe boating, sailing,
fishing, and other lake-related activities through the
development of the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse
Consortium. The TSC has been, is, and will continue
to be the primary force behind the Lake Thunderbird
BoatHouse and its programs.
In closing, Barbara and I thank you again for
your support and wish each of you and your family a
most joyous and prosperous New Year. Our New
Year's wish is for Chad and Pat to be the recipients of
even greater TSC and BoatHouse Consortium's
support during Chad's term as LTEF President.
Barbara's and my New Year's resolutions are to assist
them as need be and to support their ideas and goals
for the coming year.
This quote, by Thomas Edison, expresses my
sentiments and appreciation to all the hardworking
volunteers that made the most of the opportunity to
help build the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse. Edison
said: "Opportunity is missed by most people because it
is dressed in overalls and looks like work."
Thank you for not missing the Opportunity!

A Correction…
In last month's issue, credit for Karen Thruston's
authorship of the poem, 'Twas The Morning Of
The Race, was inadvertently omitted. Those
responsible in the Mainsheet proof reading
department have been identified and
reassigned, along with their families, to our
reeducation center in Siberia.
The Mainsheet regrets the error.
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BoatHouse Management
& Programs
MANAGEMENT & PROGRAMS/PUBLICITY:
Howard Haines, Chair
WELL! SO MUCH FOR PLANNING AH.E..A….D. I am
out of town while writing this and despite loading the
laptop with lots of files before leaving I omitted the
ones having the details of recent work parties at the
BoatHouse. Those folks who volunteered their
weekend time to do the accomplishing are recognized
in postings on the TSC website. Please take a look at
the website reports and give those good workers a
‘well done’ and a pat on the back. It was tremendous
to have the help of Ship 5790 members on Saturday,
January 4.
The Management Committee (Reports posted on www.
lakethunderbirdboathouse.org) begins 2003 with a lot
of jobs. Finishing up the boatyard is priority one; still
to be done are the gates, stringing barbed wire and
arranging the yard so as to house the boats efficiently.
Also, Roger Elliott who is chair of the Maintenance &
Building subcommittee is developing cleaning &
maintenance schedules-procedures, and will name
cleaning task groups at regular intervals with specific
objectives. The makeup of the cleaning task groups
will be spread among the consortium organizations
according to their use of the facility. Another big job
in the offing for the Management Committee is to work
out and formalize the functions and structure of the
committee vis-à-vis the club at-large.
Too, 2003 will be the busiest year yet for the Programs
and Publicity group. With the new Optis and with the
BoatHouse designated as a keelboat school, the sailing
classes, camps and workshops will expand
significantly. With these new programs will come
appropriate publicity. Already Hadley Jerman is doing
preliminaries on an updated brochure and Karen
Mellgren has been buys with contacts to the Norman
convention bureau.
Lots of business. All good stuff. Worth doing. We
need your insights, ideas and talents on these
committees. The next meetings are shown on the
Calendar; why not try one or both of the committees?

4

North U Coming to Lake
Thunderbird Boathouse!
North U will be presenting one of their all day
Performance Racing Trim seminars at the BoatHouse
on Saturday, March 1, 2003. For those of you who
haven't participated in one of these seminars, here’s
the scoop.
North U Performance Racing Seminars are one day,
off-season classroom seminars designed to turn sailors
into racers and racers into winners. The class runs
from 9:00 am - 5:00 pm.
Topics include: The Racing Pyramid - Performance
Analysis - Tacks, Reefs, & Sail Changes - Upwind Sail
Trim - Downwind Boat Handling and Trim - A
Tactical Wizard
The course is presented in ŒMulti-Media, with a
companion 200 page take-home textbook written by
Bill Gladstone (a CD-ROM version which includes
full motion animation, photos, and new video
segments is also available and is both Mac & Windows
compatible).
The cost of the seminar, which will include the new
6th edition of the book, is $135 for skippers, $115 for
crew. TSC members are entitled to a $25 discount.
Lunches are $8 additional. Want a CD? Add an
additional $40. For more information, please contact 1800-347-2457 or visit www.northu.com.

National Sailing Programs Symposium
February 5-9, 2003
Annapolis, MD
This excellent gathering is for any of us involved in
community sailing and boating. The US Sailing
announcement says it best. "The premier event for
sailing education in the United States, bringing
together the very best people and resources in
instruction, program operation, equipment and more.
From pros to beginners, the Symposium offers
networking at its best in as relaxed and supportive
environment."
For more info call or e-mail Howard (447-4974 or
hhaines@ou.edu) or US Sailing (401-683-0800 or
click on www.ussailing.org/training/nspa/)
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across Corpus Christi Bay and anchored in the InterCoastal Waterway (AICW@) near Port Aransas, Texas.
That night we enjoyed an evening swim, watched the
sunset, ate some excellent grilled fajitas, and slept out
at anchor.
The next day, due to light winds, we motor sailed up
the ICW to Port O=Connor, Texas. During this day
my classmate Scott and I decided to learn something
about navigation and chart reading. This was a blast.
Having never done any coastal navigation, except for a
short trip in the Florida Keys using a GPS unit, I was
intrigued by dead reckoning. As we made our way
down the ICW we spent our time marking our position
on the chart, calculating our distance to the next point
we chose and seeing how accurate we were at figuring
out our position. We used a small handheld GPS unit
to check our work. It was a great learning experience.
In the evening, having arrived at Port O=Connor we
anchored again for the night. We spent our time
watching dolphins, eating some fantastic steaks and
generally enjoying the water. On this night I chose to
sleep in the cockpit. While it was a wonderful evening
I have to say I kept myself up for some time watching
for shooting stars and listening to dolphins surfacing
and breathing next to the boat. I certainly couldn=t
complain about losing some sleep to those
distractions.
On Saturday morning we set out for our first day in the
Gulf of Mexico. Having gotten somewhat familiar
using the charts on board the day before, I was elected
to be our crew=s navigator. Consequently, it was my
responsibility to plot a course from Port O=Connor to
Port Aransas along the Gulf coast.
This was
approximately a run of fifty two nautical miles. The
winds were again light and so we often switched from
sailing to motor sailing to keep our average speed of
about five knots. During the run I checked our
position every hour or so and when we were done we
wound up right in the middle of the Port Aransas ship
channel about 400 yards from the buoy I had been
shooting for. I felt pretty good about that. Learning
was never such fun in school.
After two days at anchor our skipper decided to get a
slip at the Port Aransas City Marina for the night. It
was a planned part of the course that we would go
ashore on Saturday night for dinner. After spending
some time looking around the marina and
experiencing serious boat envy, our group got together
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for a short taxi ride to Virgina=s, a nice seafood
restaurant on the water. With a good meal, a fine time
was had by all.
The next morning, Sunday, we had to take our first test
of the course. This consisted of approximately 100
multiple choice and true/false questions. During our
time on the boat with our skipper/instructor we had
been provided a lot of good information that
purposefully prepared us for our exam. Test anxiety
was low because our instructor spent time going over
the material with us before hand and every one aboard
passed with confidence.
An added benefit of being at the City Marina was
getting to be first in line on Sunday morning when the
shrimp boat came in. By nine o=clock in the morning
we had nine pounds of large shrimp on board for that
night=s dinner. While the class took the exam our
skipper peeled and cleaned the shrimp. You couldn't
really ask for more.
Sunday was our first day of real wind. We had fifteen
to twenty knots of true wind out of the north which
made for a great day of sailing in the Gulf of Mexico
off of Port Aransas. Most of the late morning and
early afternoon was spent sailing the heck out of the
boat with everyone getting a lot of helm time. By this
point in the course, we had really become a good
working crew and helped each other a lot. Later in the
day we took the boat back into the ICW and in the
calmer waters, but with the same wind and no current,
we were able to get the 46 foot cruiser up to 9.5 knots
as indicated on the GPS. That was a lot of fun.
On Sunday evening the shrimp, along with small
slivers of jalapeno and cheese, were wrapped in bacon
and grilled on the back of the boat. The shrimp boat
from which we purchased our dinner was docked
nearby. Dinner could not have been better and after a
great day of sailing there were no complaints aboard
from skipper or crew.
Monday morning started with another exam. This time
we faced 117 multiple choice questions including
some chart work. After the test was done, our skipper
announced he would grade the tests while underway
and that he wanted someone to volunteer as captain as
he pretended not to be aboard. This was our final
Atest." I couldn=t help myself and volunteered for
captain immediately. I have to say it was more fun
than I even thought it would be. Working with my
(See Bareboat on page 6)
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crew and fellow classmates we got the boat away from
the dock, motored out into the ICW raised sail and
made our way down the ICW toward Corpus Christi
Bay. As was the case with much of our ICW sailing
we spent a lot of our time sailing next to or near a
number of huge tankers. I=ve seen some big bass boats
on Lake Thunderbird but I=ve never sailed near
anything like the ships that passed us in the ICW.
They were truly awesome.
We arrived back at the CCSC on Monday afternoon
and pulled Souvenir back into her slip at the marina.
While it was the end of our course, I knew at that point
it was the start, hopefully, to some exciting
bareboating family vacations. And, on the flight back
to Oklahoma that evening I started to think about the
next three day weekend. With any luck, I might be
back to CCSC sometime soon to charter one of their
boats for an introduction to chartering with my wife
and children.
I would certainly recommend the CCSC to anyone and
if you=d like to see some pictures from the trip you can
find them at http://members.cox.net/patj99 . If you
have any specific questions for me about the course or
anything else you can always reach me at patj@cox.
net

Updated Membership Roster
Now Available on Website
TSC Secretary Karen Thurston would like the
members to know that an updated roster of TSC
members with their addresses and boat
information is now available on our website at
http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org.
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Mainsheet Editor George LeVan

MIS Changes Announced
At the January meeting of the TSC Executive
Committee, it was noted that some scheme needs to be
in place to coordinate dissemination of information to
the membership between the website and the
Mainsheet. Accordingly, a new MIS Department has
been created as part of the Mainsheet.
Beginning immediately, anyone wishing to
submit pictures, articles, notices, etc. to be included on
the website should send them to the Mainsheet offices
so that they can be properly formatted and then sent on
to the webmaster for placement in the right spot on the
website. Articles can be delivered to the MIS
Department on the 4th floor of the Mainsheet Building
overlooking beautiful Lake Thunderbird or preferably
by email to tynecot@aol.com.
In submitting information, please note with the
article whether it needs to be included in both the
Mainsheet and website, or just in one or the other. It is
hoped that this new method will allow for increased
availability of information on upcoming events, etc.
for all of the members.
In other news, the Mainsheet is pleased to
announce the upcoming opening of its Tampa Bay
offices in a condo at Innisbrook Golf Resort in Palm
Harbor, FL. The entire Mainsheet staff is planning to
visit the new offices in late February and early March
to cover spring training of the Toronto Blue Jays in
nearby Dunedin, FL, as well as visit the in-laws.
Assuming that all of the publishing equipment will be
in place by that time, it is hoped that the March issue
of the Mainsheet will be produced entirely at our
Florida facility.
Those receiving the Mainsheet by mail should
save their issues as they will be the first to come with a
Florida postmark and are sure to become collector's
items. It will be interesting to see if this Internet thing
really works.
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The Mainsheet is printing the entire calendar of the
CSSA schedule for 2003. Please print or keep a copy of
this, as it may be the only time that you can see the entire season at a glance. Lots of racing and other events!!
CSSA Representative Karen Mellgren

CSSA SCHEDULE FOR THE 2003 SAILING SEASON
January
February
March
April
May

18-19 U
U
1
O
19/20 S
17-18 S
24-25 O
23-26 U

June
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A

14
21-22
28
5-12
12
19-20
2-3
6-10
16-17
23-24
31-1
6
13-14
20-21
27-28
4
11-12
15-17
18-19
1
2

J
C
J
U
J
S
A
U
S
J
A
C
O
A
A
A
A
U
S
U
A

July
August

September

October

November
S = Sanctioned

Area F Meeting Judges Seminar & Test
Denver
Race Management Workshop
CSSA
North Sails University Seminar Thunderbird Sailing Club
Dogwood Regatta
Thunderbird Sailing Club
Spring Open
Windycrest Sailing Club
Sunfish Masters U.S Masters
Ninnescah Sailing Association
US SAILING Small Boat
Instructor Course
Ninnescah Sailing Association
Hummmfest
Central Oklahoma Sailing
Association
Junior
Oklahoma City Boat Club
Lighthouse Charity
Oklahoma City Boat Club
Junior
Ninnescah Sailing Association
Ida Lewis
Windycrest Sailing Club
Junior
Thunderbird Sailing Club
Whitecap
Ninnescah Sailing Club
CSSA Women's
Ninnescah Sailing Club
O'Day
Oklahoma City Boat Club
Summer Open
Central States Sailing Association
Junior Champs
Walnut Valley Sailing Club
C.O.R.N.
Ninnescah Sailing Club
MS Regatta
Windycrest Sailing Club
Commodores Cup
Perry Yacht Club
Masters 55 & over
?????
R.O.C.K.
Kaw City
KISS
Windycrest Sailing Club
Fall Blow-Out
Perry Yacht Club
US SAILING Annual Meeting
St. Louis
Frostbite
Tsa-La-Gi Yacht Club
CSSA Annual Meeting
Thunderbird Sailing Club
Hiram Douglas
Thunderbird Sailing Club

A = Affiliated

O = Other

J = Junior

C = Charity

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and place

January 14

Tuesday, 6:00 PM

Management Committee, Phil Dame's office, 4805 SE 44th

January 17

Friday, 7:00 PM

TSC General Meeting. BoatHouse

January 20

Monday, 7:00 PM

Programs & Publicity Group, Howard Haines home, 515 Macy, Norman

January 26

Sunday, 2:00 PM

Race Workshop, Boat Preparation & Deck Layouts, BoatHouse

Feb. 23

Sunday, 2:00 PM

Race Workshop, Starting Sequence & Windward Leg Racing, BoatHouse

March 1

Saturday, 9AM- 5PM

North U Seminar, BoatHouse
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2003 Executive Committee

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Friday, January 17
7:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Comm Jerry Lojka............……….…...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Vice Comm Altus Boren…..…….….…..321-7914
<altusboren@yahoo.com>
Rear Comm Gus Shaver…....….……….329-0555
<johnngus@es.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….…..…..751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Karen Thurston........……...…...….329-5551
<karen_thurston@cox.net>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…….321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan….………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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Mainsheet
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Thunderbird Sailing Club

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/

Commodore Jerry Lojka

Always Something in the Works
SINCE IT’S EARLY IN THE YEAR we are in
the planning stages for many events to come.
One of my main concerns is that the club will be
overwhelmed by the demand for sailing classes
and our ever-expanding racing schedule. All of
us want to share the sailing experience and see
our club grow. This year the construction
demands will not approach the demands of last
year, but volunteer time will still be at a premium.
Please, consider taking some time off
work to help coordinate or assist in the operation
of the sailing classes this summer. Plan now to be
available for time off during the youth camps.
This summer will be a new experience for us
since we will be introducing the Opti’s and I am
sure the younger kids will get more out of the
beginner level in this boat.
Janie Davis is committed to running the
Commodore series this year. This will give each
of us an opportunity to learn more about racing
and serve on the committee boat. The better we
understand the rules and operation of a race, the
better we will all be at racing. These activities
will take the commitment of every member of the
club. Let’s do what it takes to make it happen
and the club will grow and be stronger as a result.

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations
P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Vice Commodore Altus Boren
I want to express a heartfelt "thanks!" to
Daryl and Linda Ingram for the wonderful
presentation at the last general meeting. The
presentation was so interesting and Daryl and
Linda so personable, we were reluctant to stop
asking questions. Their talk of the year-long trek
on a 28 foot sloop, covering nearly 3600 miles,
was inspirational. Several members commented
on how much they enjoyed the program. Thank
you, Daryl and Linda!
I'm anticipating another fine presentation
at the next general meeting Friday, February 21,
7:00 p.m. Melynda Hickman - Natural Resource
Biologist of the Oklahoma Department of
Wildlife Conservation - has graciously agreed to
visit us, I believe, for the second time. I think she
was a guest early in the development stages of the
LTEF and the creation of the new boathouse. I,
for one, will be excited to show off the facility
and get to know Melynda. In talking with her and
hearing others speak of her, I'm confident she will
be very interesting and enjoyable. Please, mark
your calendar Friday, February 21, 7:00 p.m.
Please bring a covered or side dish; let's eat,
socialize and expand our horizons.
I might also mention that, with spring
approaching and activity planning gathering
momentum, members are encouraged to be
present to provide input and vote on motions
presented to the Sailing Club. You are important!
Cheers 'n Stuff!
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North U Coming to Lake
Thunderbird Boathouse!
North U will be presenting one of
their all day Performance Racing
Trim seminars at the BoatHouse on
Saturday, March 1, 2003. For those
of you who haven't participated in
one of these seminars, here’s the
scoop.
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Boat for Sale
S2 6.7 #41 "Short Circuit" Full

North U Performance Racing Seminars
are one day, off-season classroom
seminars designed to turn sailors in
racers and racers into winners. The
class runs from 9:00 am - 5:00 pm.

Quantum Sail inventory. Spinnaker rigged.
Single axle trailer. Yamaha outboard. All
running rigging replaced in the last two
years. Many rigging upgrades, traveler,
backstay, vang, and halyards. Quantum
Fusion Main (new), 150% (2 Years old),
130% (new), dacron 100% (3 years old ),
Spinnaker (new). Keel and rudder faired
before last sailing season.
$ 7,000.00
Please call Scott Brown @ 850-0865 with
any questions.

Topics include:- The Racing Pyramid - Performance
Analysis - Tacks, Reefs, & Sail Changes - Upwind
Sail Trim - Downwind Boat Handling and Trim - A
Tactical Wizard

A hearty Welcome aboard to New
Members

The course is presented in ŒMultiMedia, with a companion 200 page
take-home textbook written by Bill
Gladstone (a CD-ROM version which
includes full motion animation,
photos, and new video segments is
also available and is both Mac &
Windows compatible).
The cost of the seminar, which will
include the new 6th edition of the
book, is $135 for skippers, $115 for
crew. TSC members are entitled to a
$25 discount.
Lunches are $8 additional.
Want a
CD? Add an additional $40. For more
information, please contact 1-800347-2457 or visit www.northu.com.
CSSA Representative Karen Mellgren

Breaking News !!
NEWS FLASH: The date of the Dogwood Regatta
at the BoatHouse is now APRIL 26-27 and NOT ON
EASTER WEEKEND!!!
SEE YOU THERE!!

Martin & Angela Henry

Membership Cards Available
Your 2003 TSC membership cards are ready
and will be available for pickup at the General
Meeting, Friday, February 21 at the BoatHouse.

Be There !
TSC Dues for 2003
Dues for the 2003 fiscal year are due
now!
The new fiscal year began
November 1. If you haven’t done so,
please remit to Box 1086 or bring your
check to the General Meeting, February
21, at the BoatHouse, 7:00 PM. $50 full
and group, $25 associate and $15 student.
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Chad Cox, President
With Les Cummings stepping down from the
Presidency of LTEF, an era has ended. During his
three-year period from 1999 through 2002 as
President, actually starting before that, he raised the
funds and oversaw the construction of the Lake
Thunderbird BoatHouse. We need to make sure that
all the members of all our member organizations of the
BoatHouse understand the debt that we all owe Les.
What a fine job well done! A plaque indicating his
contribution to the BoatHouse is on display at the
entrance to the conference room.
In thinking about what the site would look like without
Les, we thought about the original plan. At one time
our greatest vision was a pavilion with lockers at the
back. Maybe we would have had that and maybe we
would not have even that. Clearly, the BoatHouse site
would not look like it does today.
Not only have we lost Les from the Presidency, but
our board has lost two important board members, Scott
Brown and Charles Wesner, who have declined to
serve another term. I will miss their contributions to
the board during my term. Fortunately for me, I still
have a very excellent board of directors and several
productive committees to help me.
With the completion of BoatHouse, the main reason
for originating LTEF has been satisfied. Our major
role from now on will be to expand the programs at
the BoatHouse and to develop a stable source of
funding. To that end, we have established an
endowment fund and a major task will be to obtain a
sufficient endowment to assure the BoatHouse future.
The size of that endowment is woefully inadequate at
present. We have in place and a guarantee to continue
for about the next year and half a matching pledge for
some of each month’s contribution. So make your
contribution count double. All contributions will be
welcomed and contributions are desperately needed.
LTEF FUNDRAISING REPORT:
For the fiscal year ended December 31, 2002 the
LTEF raised approximately $23,500. We express our
appreciation to The Noble Foundation of Ardmore that
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funded a grant in the amount of $4,375 that covered
the entire cost of the "BoatHouse Launching
Ceremony" including the beautiful Wall of Honor
plaques. In addition, donations restricted for the Opti
fleet enabled us to purchase a fleet of six new Winner
Optimist Prams that will be a great asset for our youth
programs this summer. Many other individual gifts
have been received and earmarked for special funds,
endowments, and the general fund. We are always
appreciative of the West Marine credit to our Port
Supply Account that helps cover maintenance items
for our equipment. Your LTEF board of directors have
been extremely generous with their monthly
contributions and matching gifts that have raised
nearly $5,000 again this year. Of course, not counted
in these numbers are the thousands of hours of
volunteer time donated for our classes and upkeep of
the BoatHouse. Again, every gift provided, whether
financial or sweat-equity, has enabled the BoatHouse
to be completed without having incurred any debt
whatsoever!
We are very pleased with the new BoatHouse Road
and Parking Lot resurfacing project that was
completed last fall. The drainage works great and
more work will be done this spring for the BoatHouse
ADA entrance, the boatramp, and the area south of the
boatramp. We express our appreciation to Rep. Bill
Nations, Senator Cal Hobson, and the Oklahoma
Department of Transportation and the Department of
Tourism. This parking lot project also confirms the
excellent relationship the BoatHouse has with both
State and Federal agencies.
The BoatHouse depends on income from donations,
classes, and what few aquatic or lake-related rentals
we may have. Please consider a monthly gift that will
double through the "Matching Gift Program." Your
donations help us move forward with the final
construction projects, insurance, and equipment needs.
The board voted last year to apply 10% of all
unrestricted gifts to the LTEF Endowment. Thanks to
special gifts to initially fund the Endowment, it has
now been recipient of approximately $3,500. For
those unable to contribute financially, please offer
your time and effort to support the programs that
generate the funds required to keep the BoatHouse
doors open and to be successful in its mission. We are
pleased to report that some 497 clients, visitors, and
consortium members participated in classes and events
sponsored at the BoatHouse last year!
(See LTEFon page 4)
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MANAGEMENT & PROGRAMS/PUBLICITY:
Howard Haines, Chair of both
EXCITING! That’s my feeling as planning begins for
the 2003 BoatHouse programs.
Regattas, adult and youth classes, workshops,
conferences, seminars – ‘these are just a few of my
favorite things’ that the Programs & Publicity Group
is developing. Recently the Norman Convention and
Visitors Bureau published their annual Visitor’s Guide
with a brief description of the BoatHouse and what it
offers. Several fine events are already afoot and more
are on the way.
Everyone knows of the North U. seminar coming up
the 1st of next month, but, in addition, the Coast
Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 16-6 is scheduled to teach
Boating Safely, an eight hour public education course,
February 22 and March 8. It is great to welcome the
Flotilla as a BoatHouse partner organization and to
have them contribute to the educational efforts of the
consortium. Too, the Norman Chapter of the Sail &
Power Squadron is putting together a series of their
classes to be presented at the BoatHouse.
In mid-January U.S. Sailing notified us that the
BoatHouse is approved as a Keelboat training school.
Soon, Rick Shaw, Keelboat Instructor, and the
instructors he trained especially for keelboat teaching
will be announcing their plans. While on this topic, let
me expressly thank Pat Ehlers for his patience,
perseverance and leadership in pursuing the long and
arduous process of gaining approval as a keelboat
school. I am pleased also to mention two other U.S.
Sailing programs that will improve our instructors’
capabilities: a Basic Powerboat Safety and Rescue
class and a Level 1 Sailing Instructor class are both in
the planning stages. More on all these as dates are
chosen and decisions made.
While the Programs & Publicity Group busies itself
with event planning, partner liaison and outreach, the
Management Committee is concerned with finishing
the boatyard, preparing the boats and equipment for
the season and conducting the operational and
business aspects of the BoatHouse project. As always
there is room on these committees for anyone
interested in helping. Meeting times are shown in the
Calendar of this Mainsheet and on the TSC website
calendar.
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A final thought. When TSC assumed the leadership of
developing the BoatHouse it was recognized that the
club was doing a public service and that, at least to an
extent, would become a public service organization.
Earlier this week, Chad Cox, Karen Mellgren and I
met with Tourism & Recreation and Bureau of
Reclamation officials concerning the rental policies of
the BoatHouse. Sprinkled through our ‘nut and bolts’
discussion it was gratifying to hear from these officials
describe the BoatHouse project as a one-of-a-kind
facility within Oklahoma and that it has great potential
for promoting boating and other lake-related activities
for the benefit of the public. TSC members, and the
members of the other partner organizations, can be
rightfully proud of what they have done and are doing.
vbbabcvvvvvv6666667777788888aaaabb
(LTEF from page 3)

Finally, the LTEF board has approved the publication
of a DONOR/MEMORIALS book that will include
the names of all those contributing funds to the LTEF.
The book will include the names of those honored or
memorialized through gifts to the LTEF as well as
those who have donated those gifts. If gifts come
from a specific organization, the organization will be
so recognized. We plan to have the book updated
annually for public review by the end of March for
each of the previous years. The board has also
retained the services of Rick Nash and Company of
OKC for the annual audit; we will publish our
financials when they are completed.

Sea Scouts Celebrate Bridge of
Honor
Sea Scout Ship 5790 will conduct a Bridge of
Honor at its next regular meeting, Friday,
February 7 at 7:00 PM at the BoatHouse. The
Ship extends an open invitation to TSC members
and other persons interested in Ship affairs to
attend and mark this important and meaningful
event. Ship leader Richard Shaw says there has
been significant progress and learning among
Ship members in recent months and that the
Bridge of Honor will note these achievements
through advancement in rank and other
recognitions.
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FLEET CAPTAIN Janie Davis

Getting Ready to Race!
Many opportunities are coming for you to get ready to race this year. Our own club educational series
continues on February 23rd at 1400 at the Boathouse. Topics to be covered include race day preparations, starting
the race, and upwind sailing. If you have specific related topics you would like to discuss, bring your ideas!
Don’t forget to register for North U to be held at the Boathouse. Andrew Kerr is an excellent teacher and
experienced winner. I’m sure we’ll all have better boatspeed and more confidence on the race course after this
event.
Commodore Cup Racing
A series of races will be held over the summer to determine the winner of the TSC Commodore’s Cup.
Please attend the educational seminar on February 23rd to provide input into the dates of these races. There will be
approximately seven races held and each competitor will be allowed two throw-outs. One consideration is whether
to include races from the Dogwood Regatta as part of this series. Also remember that in order to qualify as a
participant in the Commodore’s Cup series, each competitor must serve at least one time on the Race Committee.
Don’t forget to factor this activity into your racing schedule.
Dogwood Regatta
Our first regatta of the season is the CSSA Dogwood on April 26th and 27th. Last year was a huge event
and lots of fun. Look for more details as plans develop. Plan to race and to volunteer to help with the regatta!

Calendar
Date
February 7

Day & Time
Friday, 7:00 PM

Event and place
Ship 5790 Bridge of Honor, BoatHouse

February 11 Tuesday, 6:00 PM

BoatHouse Management Committee, OUHSC Family Medical Center

February 17 Monday, 7:00 PM

Programs & Publicity Group, Howard Haines home, 515 Macy, Norman

February 21 Friday, 7:00 PM

TSC General Meeting, BoatHouse

February 23 Sunday, 7:00 PM

Race Workshop, Starting Sequence & Windward Leg Racing, BoatHouse

February 27 Thursday, 6:30 PM

LTEF Board Meeting, OUHSC Family Medical Center

March 1

Saturday, 9AM- 5PM

North U Seminar, BoatHouse

March 9

Sunday, 2PM-4PM

Race Workshop, BoatHouse
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2003 Executive Committee

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Friday, February 21
7:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Comm Jerry Lojka............……….…...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Vice Comm Altus Boren…..…….….…..321-7914
<altusboren@yahoo.com>
Rear Comm Gus Shaver…....….……….329-0555
<johnngus@es.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….…..…..751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Karen Thurston........……...…...….329-5551
<karen_thurston@cox.net>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…….321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan….………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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Thunderbird Sailing Club

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations
P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Commodore Jerry Lojka

Vice Commodore Altus Boren

Race Committee! Who, Me?

TSC April Meeting Date
Change!

YEAH, I SAID IT TOO. Then, I thought about
the few club members who step up and make the races
happen, every time. These members love to sail as
much or more than I do but, they sacrifice racing time
to work the committee boat for the sake of the race.
My sense of fair-play takes hold of my conscience and I decide I have to do what it takes to
spread the wealth and allow others to race as much as I
get to. I admit the race management seminar was long
and confusing at times. Rules are like building codes.
Often, it depends on who is reading them as to how
they are applied. Sometimes good, sometimes not.
The only way to get better at their application
is to apply them; repeatedly. The more I learned about
the rules the more I began to understand strategies. I
believe working on the committee boat will make me a
better racer when it’s my turn to race.
As we progress through the Commodore’s series this year, Karen Thurston, Bill Etchieson and I
will be learning to apply the rules we learned. Will we
make mistakes? For sure. Will our fellow club members be kind to us for our imperfections? Let’s hope
so.
One thing about it; with three more fish in the
barrel, more racers will get to race more often, reducing the frequency of rotation onto the committee boat.
If you want to contribute to the success of the
racing program of the club and share your knowledge
and skills with other sailors; come work on the committee boat once in a while. The flags are so colorful!

Our April meeting, originally scheduled for the 18th,
has moved to Friday, April 25, at 7:00 p.m. Please
bring a dish or side dish.
In lieu of a regular speaker or previously
scheduled program for the meeting, we have been contacted by Tom Bailey on the subject of a "Lake Sweep
'Trash-Off' at T-Bird Event" for which we might be of
some assistance. I have communicated with Tom
about addressing the club at out April meeting.
The use of the club's pontoon boat would facilitate shoreline cleanup where land access is rather
limited. The trash gathered near water could be first
loaded on the boat then delivered to the marina for disposal. This seems to me a good opportunity for us to
contribute to beautification of our grand State Park.
Hope to see you at the meeting for some input and encouragement. Cheers 'n Stuff!

A hearty Welcome aboard to New
Members

Rick & Sherry Eager
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OPTIMIST FLEET CHRISTENING
AND LAUNCHING CEREMONY
SCHEDULED
This fun event is planned for Sunday afternoon,
June 8th at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse.
The program will begin at 1PM and should be
over by 3PM at the latest. Dress will be very casual and be sure to bring your cameras and video
equipment. The preliminary agenda is as follows:
! Welcome
! Presentation of Colors
! Invocation in honor of the fleet and all the sailors
who will sail these boats
! Introduction of sponsors and their families
! A toast to each boat and photo op
! Move boats to the beach for launching and for first
sail
All Opti sponsors and donors, their families, and
guests are invited as well as all LTEF Board
Members, and BoatHouse Consortium organizations. If weather is bad, one Opti will be moved
into the BoatHouse and it will represent the entire
fleet. The event will not be rescheduled. Personal
invitations will be mailed to all Opti sponsors and
donors. Refreshments will be served at the BoatHouse following the first sail.
Again, we thank and list the donors and include
their boat's name:
Janie Davis-- Miss Poo
Marilyn Friend-- Mrs. "K"
Tom Goldsworthy-- Miss Linda
David Hill-- Bobby C.
John Perri-- Lili
Mary Anne Secrist-- Born Ready
We also express our appreciation to Jerry Lojka,
Jerry Hargis, Doug Moore, Les and Kathy Anderson, Charles and Barbara Schindler, Thunderbird
Sailing Club and the LTEF for their financial contributions.
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Chad Cox, President

The Boatyard was completed along with a thorough cleaning of the BoatHouse by two super collections of volunteers. If you have not already
read about it on the BoatHouse website, please do.
This was accomplished before the Power Squadron District meeting that was held in part at the
BoatHouse.
There are still several jobs that need to be completed before our sailing class schedule begins.
The Bureau of Reclamation will purchase the materials for three of these jobs. The first will be to
extend the ADA compliant walkway at the front
out to the parking lot. Birl Marti and Sherman
Johnson of the park staff will do the work. They
will also order all the materials for all jobs and
help with contouring the lakeside yard.
We have held off on moving the boats back to the
boatyard until the carport that will house the Optis
is in place and the ramp is recoated in rock
screening. We will need to thank the District
Cleveland County Commissioner, George Skinner
and Leon Barnard who will over see removing the
old rock and spreading the screenings.
The final job of the three will require some help
from you. Surely this comes as no surprise. The
task is to lay out 2 to 3 pallets of sod. Most if not
all will fill in where the sod was destroyed when
the contractors mistakenly routed the runoff along
the south side of the ramp. I will be sure to let you
know when we will need this help.
Beyond these jobs, we still need to move the boats
back to the yard and the site needs to be policed to
remove remaining junk. So keep up your good
volunteering spirits because they will be needed.
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BoatHouse Management
Programs & Publicity
Howard Haines, Chair of Both

The Program & Publicity group met last March
18th and the big agenda item was to finalize a
schedule for classes and camps in 2003. That
schedule is shown elsewhere in this Mainsheet. A
really fine plan for the season! In connection with
the class/camp schedule, two things I need every
TSC member to do very soon –
•

Let friends, contacts, know about the BoatHouse offerings and encourage them to get involved.

•

Volunteer to help with one or more of the
classes and camps.

We all need to be reminded that the ‘for fee’ offerings of the BoatHouse are what pays most of
the bills and, most importantly, makes other activities at the BoatHouse possible.
Also elsewhere in this Mainsheet is an announcement of the US Sailing class for sailing instructors. This is great opportunity to become a certified instructor under US Sailing guidelines and,
by mutual agreement between the two agencies,
American Red Cross guidelines. The fee for TSC
members is $100 (plus membership in US Sailing). May 29-June 1. Still another training opportunity is the Optimist coaches seminar to be
presented at OCBC, May 10-11. See announcement in this Mainsheet.
The Management Committee has also been extremely busy the last month. It started with Phil
Trotter and his nephew, Doug Trotter, volunteering to make some reinforcing welds on the dock.
When they started their work, Saturday, Feb 8,
they discovered that many welds had broken and
that part of the railing and the northwest collar
had disappeared into the water. It was clear that
repairs beyond what they planned were required
including retrieval of the collar and railing. On
Monday, Feb 17, Phil Moershel and I retrieved
the missing parts and hoisted it to the surface and
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secured everything so as to resist the strong northeast winds that were frequent about then. On
Saturday, March 8, Doug Trotter, with Phil T. and
Doug's son Dillon, along with Chad Cox and Les
Cummings returned to the scene and welded in
several gussets and reinforced spot welds. A nice
dividend of this workgroup was that Dillon found
and salvaged Bob Davis' grappling hook that had
been lost previously. A much appreciated effort
by everyone. It is fine to have the dock ready for
the boating season of 2003.
Other important BoatHouse jobs, of maintenance,
cleaning, inventory and more have been accomplished by Chad, Les, Kerry Knowles and Karen
Mellgren. Paul Reynolds gave up his entire dayoff to police and organize the material around the
storage container. The appearance of that area is
greatly improved. To have a group of folks as
dedicated and enthusiastic as everyone mentioned
here is a joy! Let's hear a loud “Job Well Done!”
Also we had a productive workparty at the BoatHouse facility on Saturday, March 22. Twelve
folks gave all of part of their Saturday to doing a
couple of big and much needed jobs -- spring
cleaning of the building and finishing the fencing
of the boatyard. Les Cummings, Steve Johnson,
Mike Klatt, Jessie Matlock, John Potts, Gus
Shaver and Jody Watson gave the building a thoroughgoing cleaning and maintenance check.
Windows cleaned, desk legs repaired, scratches
and gouges painted, cranky locks fixed and much
else. The place really looks fine!
Simultaneously, out in the boatyard, Corbett
Brown, Bill Brackett, Chad Cox, Phil Moershel,
Paul Reynolds and I were installing the gates and
barbed wire of the boatyard fence. John Potts did
double duty, joining the fencing crew after doing
a lot of work inside. Chad also had put forth extra
effort, earlier in the week having picked up the
gates from the manufacturer in OKC.
Thanks to these folks, the building is spruced-up
for spring events and the boatyard is now functional. Thanks, all of you!
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The Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation
At Norman, Oklahoma
Presents

SMALL BOAT - Level One
SAILING INSTRUCTOR COURSE
Raising the Quality of Sailing Instruction Across the Country.
For individual instructors who teach at Sailing Centers, Camps,
Recreation Programs and Yacht Clubs

Why…

Prerequisites...

1. Opportunities to teach sailing at your
facility or at facilities across the country.
2. US Sailing Certifications optimizes your
club’s sail training program.
3. Synchronizes your experience with a
proven powerboatingsail training course.
4. An accomplishment for yourself that can
last a lifetime

Applicants should be proficient in sailing
Sunfish, Laser, and 420 type boats. Good
motorboat handling skills will be required.
Must hold current CPR and First Aid cards

Who...
Individuals and instructors, 16 years old
and over, eager to learn new teaching
techniques, risk management, on the water
drills, and organizational design.

When and Where...
th

Thursday, May 29 to Sunday June 1st
@ Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse
Lake Thunderbird, Oklahoma
Instructor Trainer – Rick Shaw

Mainsheet Editor George LeVan
The Florida Bureau of the Mainsheet has been
temporarily closed and left in the capable hands of
Allie Izod, our director of security. Hopefully we will
be able to resume publication at this facility in the near
future.
The Mainsheet is please to announce that it is
sending a team from our Sports Department (7th floor
of the Mainsheet Building, overlooking beautiful Lake

What...
An intense four day, 40 hours course on how
to teach sailing to beginners. Includes sports
psychology, lesson planning, and on-thewater techniques. Course has applications to
all levels of sailing training.

How...
$250- Course fee
$100- In House (members of TSC)
$50 - US Sailing Membership (required)
Limit 6-8 candidates- 12 per course.
Register online at:
www..ussailing.org/training/corinthian/
sbinstinfo.htm or contact Rick Shaw, (405)
366-4656, rshaw@email.usps.gov
Thunderbird) to cover the Boston Marathon, held on
Patriot's Day and cheer on fast Emily LeVan. She was
recently informed that she will be seeded in the elite
runner category, which gives her a start at the front
part of the pack of 20,000 runners. Though she has already qualified for the 2004 Olympic Trials, a time in
Boston of under 2:45:00 will earn her a free trip to St.
Louis. Since she is about as cheap as her father, she
sees this as more incentive to pick up the pace a bit.
Good Luck, Emily !!
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD BOATHouse
447-4974
At the Indian Point area of Thunderbird State Park. Offering training in water sports, safety, recreation and conservation. A nonprofit, low cost facility runs on a voluntary basis by members of boating organizations.

This summer the BoatHouse organizations have scheduled these classes:
Basic Keelboat Sailing: Thursday evenings of May 8,15 , plus Sunday afternoons May 11,18.
Adults 16 and over. Fee $200
Adult dinghy class: after work meetings and all day Sat. June 2 – 7 & 9 Fee $95
Sailing Smart Junior Boatcamp #1: ages 9 – 13. Week of June 23 - 28 Fee $95
Sailing Smart Junior Boatcamp #2: ages 9 – 13. Week of July 21 - 26 Fee $95
NEW: Intermediate Sailing for Juniors (previous experience): July 7 or 8 , four evenings
NEW: Safety Boat Instructor Training, US Sailing Instructed. July 18 - 20 Fee: $250 plus US Sailing mbrshp
Adult dinghy class: after work meetings and all day Sat. Aug.4 – 9 & 11. Fee $95
Basic Keelboat Sailing in September. Schedule TBA. Fee $200
Additional classes arranged on an ‘as needed’ basis.
For further Information Call

Visit us on the web

Optimist Coaches Seminar
May 10-11, 2003. 9AM – 5PM
The Oklahoma City Boat Club in conjunction with the USODA will present a training seminar for Opti coaches. USODA Regional Coach Todd Fedysuzyn will present the seminar. $75 registration. Lunch included. Registration forms available
from Howard Haines, 447-4974 or you may register directly with Bill Brett (8423555 w; 728-7740 h; wbrett@ionet.net.

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and place

April 12,13

Sat. & Sun., all day

Hobie District Regatta BoatHouse

April 22

Tuesday, 7:00 PM

Program & Publicity Group, 515 Macy, Norman

April 24

Thursday, 6:00 PM

LTEF Board Meeting, BoatHouse

April 25

Friday, 7:00 PM

TSC General Meeting. BoatHouse

April 26,27

Sat. & Sun., all day

TSC-CSSA Dogwood Regatta, BoatHouse

May 6

Tuesday, 6:30 PM

TSC Exec. Comm., BH Mgt Comm. joint meeting, BoatHouse

May 10

All day

Lake Sweep, headquartered at BoatHouse

May 10,11

Sat. & Sun., all day

Optimist Coaches seminar, OCBC
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2003 Executive Committee

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Friday, April 25
7:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Comm Jerry Lojka............………...…...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Vice Comm Altus Boren…..……..….…..321-7914
<altusboren@yahoo.com>
Rear Comm Gus Shaver…....…..……….329-0555
<johnngus@es.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........……...…..…..751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Karen Thurston........……...…...….329-5551
<karen_thurston@cox.net>
Treas Barbara Schindler………...….….321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan…...…….......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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Commodore Jerry Lojka

Mainsheet Editor George LeVan

Cruisers! Fess Up!

Important Information in This
Month’s Mainsheet

While returning from a short cruise in Biscayne Bay,
Fl a fellow club member waved to catch my attention
in an airport. As we swapped stories, I discovered
they and another couple are headed for the BVI’s this
month. During the past several months I have heard
about various journeys some of our members have
made, but no one has stepped up to tell us about the
great places other club members may want to experience. This is an invitation to share your tales with the
rest of us.
Let me share a little about what I learned while sailing
Biscayne Bay. It is SHALLOW!!! Is there anyone in
the club who would choose to sail in 7 to 10 feet of
water in Lake Thunderbird? When we see numbers
like that we are headed away from the area as quickly
as possible. It was difficult to be at ease in water that
leaves very little room for error. I also learned the
channels can be narrow, confusing and not where they
are shown on the chart. Of course, the chart provided
on the boat was TEN years old.
Calculating the use of tides and currents for our advantage is a very valuable tool. While chatting with a
young couple tied up at a local marina, we learned that
they were unable to overcome the current with the ebb
tide so they tied up to wait it out. Not a big deal until
the Coast Guard closed the channel to recreational
traffic. Now, where to go?
Lots of things to consider. As I have read many times,
“cruisers must be flexible or be miserable”.
We experienced an engine failure while in the ICW
(See Commodore on page 6)

The Mainsheet is a couple of pages fatter than
in recent months. Now that Spring is here and we are
getting out on the water, there is a lot going on and a
lot to report. There are several things that the membership needs to be aware of.
First of all, please note the date and time of
the next General Meeting for the TSC. Starting this
month through the end of September, our meetings at
the BoatHouse will be moved from Friday to Saturday
at 6:00 PM. So mark your calendars and be at the next
meeting, Saturday, May 17 at 6:00 PM. Please bring
a dish to share for a potluck dinner. As usual, drinks
will be provided by the club.
Also, please read the Management Committee
Charter and Letter of Understanding, beginning on
page 4 of this issue. At the general meeting we will be
discussing these documents and voting on them in
June. So as the Boy Scouts say, “Be Prepared.”
The Mainsheet Sports Department is pleased
to announce that our marathon connection, Emily LeVan of Wiscasset, ME finished the Boston Marathon
in a time of 2:41:37, good for a 12th place finish in the
Women’s Division. She was the 4th fastest American
woman and came away from the awards ceremony
with a crystal bowl and a check for $2,100. Some
pretty good press is available on the web at www.
mainetoday.com. Click on Portland Press Herald then
Running under Sports and click on the articles dated
April 20 and April 22. Way to go, Emily and we look
forward to covering the Chicago Marathon in October.
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Dogwood Regatta Results 2003 @ Thunderbird Sailing Club Norman, OK
Roger Kerr WSC
Jay Sawyer Harlan YC
Ben Sanders GOOSE
Allen Archer NSA
Neal Barkley --Art Caples COSA
Ray Shirley NSA
Phil Trotter TSC
Craig Sutter TSC
Frank Lawler TSC
Martin Henry TSC
Britt Williams WSC
Walt Hedrick TSC
Phil Moershel TSC
Keith Campbell --Kerry Knowles TSC
Pat Ehlers TSC
Sea Scouts TSC
Vesta Gettys TSC
Bill Brackett TSC
Warren Fitzpatrick NSA
Frank Beling OCBC
David Blessing NSA
Mike Galoob --Judi Foote NSA

San Jaun 21
1
1
1
1
4
4
2
2
2
3
3
4
3
2
5
3
6
7
4
5
5
5
7
6
7
6
6
7
Catalina 22
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4dns
Handicap Keel Spinnaker
SNT20
1
1
1
1
Mirage 28C 2
3
3
2
SNT20
3
2
4
3
Merit 22
4
4dnf 2
4
Handicap Keel Non-Spinnaker
S2-9.
3
2
3
1
Pearson 35 2
5
2
2
Catalina 27 1
3
4
3
S2-6.9
4
4
1
5
US-22
5
1
5
4
Handicap Centerboard
Sunfish
1
2
3dnf
1
Laser
2
1
1
4
Sunfish
3
3
3dnf
2
Laser
4
4
2
5dns
Sunfish
5
5
3dnf
3

2
1
3
4
5
7dnf
6

6
13
15
17
27
30
32

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th

4dns
1
4dns
4dns

8
9
16
20

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

1
2
3
4

5
12
15
18

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

1
2
5
4
3

10
13
16
18
18

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

1
3
2
5dns
4

8
11
13
20
20

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Saturday, with winds variable in direction and variable in speed gave the Race Committee fits and
was not real easy on the racers. The best came to the top. We were all glad to see Saturday over.
Sunday brought a nice SSE breeze that held steady-for Oklahoma. The racing was great. Watching the tacking duel between Roger and Jay on the leg to the finish of the last race made Saturday’s frustrations vanish. Roger was ahead and covering Jay but Jay got Roger at the line by less
than 2 feet. Our thanks to everyone who came to race and to the many who, as usual, lent a hand
wherever needed. You are what it’s all about.
John A. Potts ,L. Gus Shaver Regatta Chair & PRO
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OPTIMIST CHRISTENING CEREMONY
Sunday, June 8th 1 to 3PM at the BoatHouse
YOU ARE INVITED!
The LTEF board invites all Optimist donors and members of the BoatHouse consortium organizations to
take part in the christening and launching ceremony of our new Optimist Sailing Dinghy Fleet on Sunday afternoon, June 8th, at the BoatHouse. The event will begin at 1:00 PM and will be over not later that 3:00 PM.
The preliminary schedule is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Welcome
Presentation of Colors by Sea Scout Ship #5790
Invocation in honor of the fleet and all the sailors
Introduction of sponsors and their families
A toast to each boat and photo op
Move boats to the beach for launching and for first sail--we hope to have experienced Opti sailors from the
Oklahoma City Boat Club to take the boats out on its first sail.
We express our appreciation again to the donors who have made this purchase possible:

Boat name
Name:
Mr. John Perri
"LILI"
Janie Davis
"MISS POO"
David Hill
"BOBBY C"
Tom Goldsworthy
"MISS LINDA"
Mary Anne Secrist
"BORN READY"
Marilyn Friend
"Mrs. "K""
Doug Moore
Jerry Lojka
Jerry Hargis
Thunderbird Sailing Club
We also express our appreciation to
Les and Cathy Anderson and Charles and
Barbara Schindler for contributing the funds
for the new Opticover and racks to be installed
in the boat yard. Finally we thank Kerry
Knowles for donating funds that were used to
have the names and numbers printed for each of
the boats and of course to Paul Reynolds for
all his hard work behind the scenes to make our
programs a success.
Hope to see you on June 8th at 1:00 PM at the
BoatHouse.
Respectfully submitted, Les Cummings
Sunset at Boca Chita Key, Florida
Photo by Karen Thurston
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PROGRAMS & PUBLICITY: Howard Haines, Chair

MY WRITING this month is short and sweet. There are
two documents for you to examine along with my
message from last month about the Class Schedule –
that is….
•

Let friends, relatives, acquaintances know
about BoatHouse offerings and encourage them
to get involved.

•

Volunteer to help with one or more of the
classes and camps.

Now, for the two documents.
The one titled Management Committee Charter will
be presented at the June General Meeting for incorporation into the Standing Rules. What the document is
meant to accomplish is to define the functions and responsibilities of the BoatHouse Management Committee. Until now the Management Committee has operated informally, having no defined authority. This arrangement has worked just fine but as the BoatHouse
project matures it seems advisable to formalize its
management so that lines of responsibility and function are defined. Please examine the document critically.
Our second document, Letter of Understanding concerning…., is an agreement between the Club and the
BoatHouse Management Committee as to how these
groups will interact in the coming twelve months.
Stated otherwise, here we have an agreement between
a BoatHouse consortium organization, in this case our
Club, and the BoatHouse facility as to what the club
wants to do via the facility and how TSC will recompense the BoatHouse.
Again, please examine the
document carefully. Adoption of the Letter of Understanding does not involve the club by-laws or standing
rules; rather it is adopted by mutual agreement by the
TSC Executive and the BH Management committees.
It is important that the general membership be aware
of and support the Letter because it obligates some of
their time and a portion of their dues.
Boy, are we busy! Classes, camps, maintenance projects, advertising, public service events, public relations, fundraising…and the list goes on. And it is
worth it! The BoatHouse is fulfilling its mission to put
it mildly. There are a lot of good and generous folks
giving their time and energy to all this and they deserve every ‘job well done’ we can provide.
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Management Committee Charter
To be added to the Standing Rules 10.F. Present wording to
be replaced by…
F. The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse Management Committee (henceforth ‘Committee’) manages the BoatHouse
site, facilities and assets at the site (henceforth ‘BH’).
The charge to this Committee is to operate and maintain the
BH in a manner consistent with the mission of the BH.
Functions of the Committee are:
a. Day to day operation – rental administration, scheduling, maintenance and security of physical assets; liaison
with pertinent public officials and with consortium organizations.
b. Program development and outreach -- classes, instructor training, conferences, public relations and advertisement
c. Business management – accounting, budgetary & financial planning, reporting
d. Fund raising and finances – rental policy, proposals,
liaison with LTEF.
The Committee reports to the TSC Executive Committee.
The chair of the Committee shall be appointed by the Commodore in consultation with the Committee membership;
the candidate should have a minimum of one year’s service
on the committee or equivalent experience prior to appointment. The Chair shall be a non-voting member of the TSC
Executive Committee. The term of office is unlimited.
Committee members shall be appointed and subcommittees
constituted by the Chair independently of the Club Commodore. Representation of consortium organizations on the
committee will be encouraged.
Accounts and financial records for the BH shall be separate
from the Club’s. The Chair and a Committee member designated as Committee Treasurer shall have check writing
authority for the BoatHouse account of up to $1000 per
transaction without approval of the Executive Committee.
Letter of Understanding concerning the Thunderbird Sailing Club and the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse
(January 2003; to be reviewed and revised annually)
In 1997 the Thunderbird Sailing Club entered into a lease
agreement with the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department for the premises on which the Lake Thunderbird
BoatHouse now stands.
The lease agreement designates
the Thunderbird Sailing Club as the “lessee” and furthermore, the “leader, coordinator and administrator”. While
the Thunderbird Sailing Club has assumed this role, being
involved in every facet of the development and operation of
the BoatHouse, there yet is a need to delineate the obliga(See Letter on page 6)
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Chad Cox, President
Michael Rees, past Commodore of the Carolina Sailing Club, a small boat one-design racing club in the
Raleigh, Durham, Chapel Hill (Triangle) area of North
Carolina recently emailed our LTEF website. He
looked us up because of their similar interest in developing a sailing center like ours. He has read with interest some of our history and work in the realm of establishing a community sailing program on Lake Thunderbird (including the nice article in American Sailor).
They have never had a permanent site in the history of
CSC (established in 1956). The main reason for this is
that the lakes in their area are owned by the Army
Corp of Engineers with heavy restrictions regarding
private use.
He relates that two major developments occurring recently have pumped new life into the possibilities of a
permanent site for sailing and sailboat racing for them
as follows:
“Our club just succeeded in establishing a 501c3 foundation (the Carolina Sailing Club Foundation) (of
which I am the President). This foundation is a separate entity from the CSC, but the CSC is the only
member of the Foundation.”
“We are in preliminary discussions with the director of
Parks and Recreation for Chatham County, where one
of the nice lakes we sail and race on is located (Lake
Jordan, just south of Chapel Hill). Their county government, including the Parks and Recreation division,
are very excited about partnering with our Foundation
to develop a plan for a community sailing and water
recreation center at a specified site on Lake Jordan.
This would be open to the public.”
“Now with the formation of a non-profit foundation,
along with backing from the county commissioners of
Chatham County, we believe we can "sell" the Army
Corp of Engineers on the idea of approving our
(Chatham County in partnership with our organization) plans for a water recreation center. This would
answer the needs of Chatham County to have something that draws people in, as well as our needs for a
permanent site.”
(See LTEF on page 6)
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LTEF FUNDRAISING
'Matching Gift Program'

As most of you know, non-profit fundraising,
in general, is very difficult these days due to the downturn in the economy and the long-term decline in the
world's stock markets (which are finally starting to see
a breath of fresh air thank goodness). The LTEF still
writes several grant proposals and asks each month,
but response has been negligible for several months
now.
Thanks to the generosity of the LTEF board of
directors, several consortium members, and the Matching Gift program, the LTEF has been raising approximately $400 per month for the past two years through
this program. These funds are important to continue
the improvements to the BoatHouse, dock, grounds
and endowment (10% of all unrestricted gifts go to the
endowment).
Please consider donating a tax-deductible
monthly gift. The 'matching gift' program will begin
anew in June. Please help us generate all the matching
funds that are available, we hate to leave monies on
the table. A gift of $5, $10, or more per month will
help immensely, just think these gifts will turn into
$10, $20 or more because of the matching components.
The BoatHouse improvements funded by
these gifts are for the programs, use, and enjoyment of
all BoatHouse consortium members. Please notify
yours truly or any member of the LTEF Board of Directors with your pledge for the next 'matching gift
year'! Gifts can be mailed to LTEF, PO Box 1756,
Norman, OK 73070-1756, include a note that the gift
is for the matching gift program.
We thank the LTEF board members and other
donors for helping to raise approximately $10,000
through the 'matching gift' program over the past two
years. Let's raise another $5,000 this coming year! If
you are unable to provide financial assistance, please
sign up now to volunteer some of your valuable time
to help teach the income-generating classes scheduled
this summer.
If you haven't been to the BoatHouse recently,
come out and see the new parking lot, new boat stor(See Fundraising on page 6)
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(Commodore from page 1)

(Letter from page 4)

amid heavy traffic. Acting with lightning reflexes,
(impressive, huh?) we eased out of the main flow and
dropped a hook to make repairs. Two hours later, still
broken, we helped the boat owner sail under bridges,
in narrow channels, back to the dock where he nearly
overshot the mark.

tions and responsibilities of the Club in relation to the BoatHouse. This letter of understanding should accomplish the
following:
• Hold open and accountable to the public the relationship of the Club and BoatHouse.
• Document the expectations and responsibilities of the
Thunderbird Sailing Club membership.
• Provide a means of valuing, in dollar amount, voluntary
labor expended for the BoatHouse and its programs.
• Establish a dollar amount that the Club will contribute
annually, in cash, towards maintenance of the BoatHouse.

The trip was a huge learning experience and I wouldn’t trade it for a less eventful cruise. A few million
fewer mosquitoes would have been nice, but what the
heck, Boca Chita was a nice little Key during the daylight hours. Rick, Karen and I are better prepared for
having experienced life aboard an old boat under lessthan perfect conditions. Tell someone on the board of
your adventures so we can schedule your time to
share.
(LTEF from page 5)

You must recognize the similarities to what we have
done here. I have thought that our process was very
portable to other areas and was pleased to see another
sailing organization employing similar plans. Just as
pleasing was to find that our BoatHouse has received
such recognition. This is not the only example nor is
this limited to just to us but includes our consortium
members. Tyree Clark, head of the OU NROTC, told
us that he was questioned to how he had outsourced
the sail training after other NROTC officers read about
our NROTC sail classes on our website.
Keep in mind that we have not finished our own BoatHouse site and we need to maintain it as well. To that
end, we still need volunteers for our work parties and
sailing classes. Be sure to read the notice on Page 7
and respond as well as possible.
Also, we still need financial contributions until we can
secure a stable supporting income. Be sure to read
Les’ article on the matching gift program and be as
generous as possible.

The BoatHouse will provide to the Thunderbird Sailing
Club:
1. Use of the facility to hold monthly general membership
meetings (12 half days).
2. Use of the facility to hold Board of Director and other
committee meetings (12 half days).
3. Room for storage of records and racing equipment, and
for display of trophies and memorabilia, consistent
with the needs of other BoatHouse users.
4. Yard storage of a Race Committee Boat.
5. Use of the facility to hold regattas (12 full days).
6. Limited use of boats held in title by the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation, as described in the
“Agreement concerning member use of BoatHouse
boats”.
The Thunderbird Sailing Club will provide to the BoatHouse:
1. Administration of BoatHouse operations, rentals, programs, and maintenance, as set forth in the lease
Agreement with the Oklahoma Dept. of Tourism and
Recreation. This may include securing funds to meet
any shortfall in BoatHouse operating funds.
2. Volunteers, boats and equipment to support BoatHouse
programs.
3. Rent for use of the facility, based on 12 full days at
$150 and 24 half days at $75, totaling $3600. Up to
90% of this amount, or $3240 may be paid through
voluntary labor.1 Voluntary labor is valued at $8 per
hour.2 Therefore the Thunderbird Sailing Club could
meet its obligation by paying $360 in cash and working 408 hours.3
1

(Fundraising from page 5)

age area, and improvements to the boat ramp. We are
pleased to announce that Oklahoma City Flotilla 166 U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary will install the brick
patio north of the verandah in the next couple months,
and in addition the Norman Sail and Power Squadron will clean and apply wood preservative and stain
to the deck around the BoatHouse. The LTEF expresses its appreciation.
Les Cummings, LTEF Fundraising Chair

Voluntary labor may include attendance at BoatHouse
management meetings, administration of facility rentals,
teaching or support of BoatHouse programs, and facility
construction or maintenance. Not included, for example,
would be helping out at a Club regatta, or cleaning up after
a Club meeting.
2
Based on recent payment of a private contractor $8 per
hour for BoatHouse cleaning.
3
$360 is about 6% of the estimated $6229 BoatHouse annual operating expense. 408 hours divided by 70 Club
members amounts to about 6 hours each.
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U. S. SAILING MEMBERSHIP THROUGH
THE TSC GOLDEN ANCHOR PROGRAM
The Thunderbird Sailing Club is member of the US
Sailing's Golden Anchor Program which allows special benefits to the club and its members.
Regular membership is $50 for an individual and $75
for a family. However, you fee for being a member of
TSC is $40 for individual or $60 for family. If you wish
to take advantage of this program, provide the information listed below with your check to Barbara
Schindler P. O. Box 1086, Norman, Ok.
73070. PLEASE PAY BY JUNE 15.
The US Sailing Association is the certifying association for our sailing class instructors and certifies many
of the sailors graduating from our sailing
classes. Benefits include a subscription to SAILING
WORLD or CRUISING WORLD, discounted entry fees
for regattas covered by US Sailing Regatta Liability
Insurance and publications about racing and
cruising.
TSC Golden Anchor Program
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BOATHOUSE
Needing Volunteers
447-4974
Adult dinghy class: after work meetings and all
day Sat. June 2 – 7 & 9
Sailing Smart Jr. Boat Camp #1: ages 9 – 13.
Week of June 23 - 28
NEW: Intermediate Sailing for Juniors (previous experience): July 7 or 8 , four evenings

Sailing Smart Jr. Boat Camp #2: ages 9 – 13.
Week of July 21 - 26
Adult dinghy class: after work meetings and all day
Sat. Aug.4 – 9 & 11.

If renewing membership enter number: ____________

Individual $40___ or Family $60 ___
Name

____________________________________

Address

Dinghy-Keelboat Class for OU NROTC. Aug 1824.Late afternoon sessions during the week and
Saturday and Sunday afternoon.

___________________________________

e-mail _____________________________________
Select One:
SAILING WORLD_____

CRUISING WORLD_____

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and place

May 10

Saturday, All Day

Lake Sweep. Headquartered at BoatHouse.

May 11

Sunday, 1:00 PM

Keelboat Class, 1st Meeting, BoatHouse

May 15

Thursday, 5:00 PM

Keelboat Class, 2nd Meeting, Theory & Discussion, BoatHouse

May 17

Saturday, 6:00 PM

TSC General Meeting, BoatHouse

May 18

Sunday, 1:00 PM

Keelboat Class, 3rd Meeting, Little River Marina, on water training

May 20

Tuesday, 7:00 PM

Programs & Publicity Group, 515 Macy, Norman

May 29

Thursday, 6:30 PM

LTEF Board Meeting, OUHSC Family Medical Center

June 2-9

Mon –Mon, 5:30 PM

Small Boat Sailing for Adults, BoatHouse
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2003 Executive Committee

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Saturday, May 17
6:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Comm Jerry Lojka............……….…...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Vice Comm Altus Boren…..…….….…..321-7914
<altusboren@yahoo.com>
Rear Comm Gus Shaver…....….……….329-0555
<johnngus@es.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….…..…..751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Karen Thurston........……...…...….329-5551
<karen_thurston@cox.net>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…….321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan….………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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Mainsheet
June 2003
Thunderbird Sailing Club
An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/

P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Commodore Jerry Lojka

Vice Commodore Altus Boren

Across the Spectrum

Great Talk At Last Meeting

The world is made up of all kinds of people…so are clubs. TSC is no exception. At a
glance, the club seems like any other club, but if
examined closely a person will discover the complex relationships that make the club what it is.

It was a great treat for us to here Dave
Cragie talk at the last TSC general meeting about
his "trailer sailor" adventures. I was especially
interested in his comments on traveling through
the Okeechobee Waterway (St. Lucie Canal) in
Florida, and the nice tidbits about the Cayo Costa
State Park outside Port Charlotte. Dave is funny,
informative and thorough. He has an article
at www.Trailersailors.org outlining the upcoming 2003 Trent-Severn/Georgian Bay
Cruise. As Co-cruise Leader, he is again very
thorough and a great spokesperson for the "trailer
sailor" concept. Hopefully, he will be willing to
share his stories in the future.

No other sailing club in the state has quite
the relationship ours has with a state park. The
opportunity to reach hundreds with a water safety
and training experience is solid yet, the relationship with the park must be cultivated.
The skills, dedication and desire to manage the BoatHouse cannot be taken lightly. People make TSC and the BoatHouse what they are.
As in any organization, some members are central
in its functions. My hat is off to those in the central roles (myself not included), and one day,
these folks will move on for one reason or another. It will be time for the peripheral members
to step up and fill the role(s).
As it is, TSC and the BoatHouse are nationally recognized. Instead of reading about
some place on either coast, we are reading about
ourselves. As the invitations are sent to each of
us to help with the sailing classes, consider your
contribution to the strength of the club and what it
has taken to make us who we are. Any member
of this club is an asset to the students who come
to us for a sailing experience. Each of you are
more valuable than you realize. Thank you in advance for your involvement in our educational efforts.

Please note that our general
meetings have changed to
Saturdays at 6:00 p.m.
through September.
Our
next meeting will be Saturday,
June 21, 6:00 p.m. Please
come to the meeting, enjoy
fellowship, see what's going
on in the sailing classes and
regatta arena and share Pot
Luck.
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BOATHOUSE CONSORTIUM RECOGNIZED
FOR ITS SAFE BOATING PROGRAMS
On Thursday, May 22nd, Mr. Arlyn Hendricks, board member of the National Water Safety Congress, presented the
Award of Merit to the member organizations of the BoatHouse Consortium.
Mr. Hendricks thanked all the organizations that make up the volunteer cadre responsible for hosting 490 participants during the first eight months of the BoatHouse operations. He explained the importance of the award and said this was
only one of five similar award presented in Region 4 consisting of New Mexico, Texas, Missouri, Louisiana, Arkansas, and
Oklahoma.
As a result of the award, an invitation has been given to us to present a paper
at the next NWSC summit in Florida next
spring. The LTEF and the BoatHouse
Management Committee expresses its appreciation to the following BoatHouse Consortium organizations.
Thunderbird Sailing Club and Sea Scout
Ship #5790
Norman Sail and Power Squadron
Okla. City Sail and Power Squadron
OU Sail Club and Team
OU NROTC
Flotilla 16-6 U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary
Norris Marine
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
Heart of Oklahoma Chapter, American Red
Cross
Thunderbird State Park, Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation
Hobie Fleet #63

From left to right, Jack Thomas (Coast Guard Auxiliary), Mattie Bowling
(ARC), Arlyn Hendricks (NWSC), Chad Cox (LTEF), Karen Thurston
(TSC), Vesta Gettys (NSPS), Les Cummings (LTEF), Mike Klatt
(OUSCT), Ensign Chad Stuewe (OUNROTC), Calvin Newby
(Thunderbird State Park). Missing from photo, Brian Rainbow (Hobie
Fleet 63 and Walt Hedrick (LTEF).

U. S. SAILING MEMBERSHIP THROUGH THE TSC
GOLDEN ANCHOR PROGRAM
The Thunderbird Sailing Club is member of the US
Sailing's Golden Anchor Program which allows special benefits to the club and its members. Regular
membership is $50 for an individual and $75 for a family. However, you fee for being a member of TSC is
$40 for individual or $60 for family. If you wish to take
advantage of this program, provide the information
listed below with your check to Barbara Schindler P.
O. Box 1086, Norman, Ok. 73070. PLEASE PAY BY
JUNE 15.
The US Sailing Association is the certifying association for our sailing class instructors and certifies many
of the sailors graduating from our sailing
classes. Benefits include a subscription to SAILING
WORLD or CRUISING WORLD, discounted entry fees
for regattas covered by US Sailing Regatta Liability

Insurance
cruising.

and

publications

about

racing

and

TSC Golden Anchor Program
If renewing membership enter number: ____________

Individual $40___ or Family $60 ___
Name
Address

____________________________________
___________________________________

e-mail _____________________________________
Select One:
SAILING WORLD_____

CRUISING WORLD_____
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD

ROLEX INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S KEELBOAT
CHAMPIONSHIP
OKLAHOMA CITY BOAT CLUB TO HOST
“ROAD TO ROLEX” CLINIC
TO PREPARE WOMEN SAILORS FOR SEPTEMBER COMPETITION
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. (May 20, 2003) – On
July 12 and 13 the Oklahoma City Boat Club (OCBC)
will host a two-day “Road to Rolex” women’s sailing
clinic, in preparation for the Rolex International
Women’s Keelboat Championship (IWKC) to be held
September 28 to October 3, 2003 in Annapolis. Mark
Foster (Ingleside, Texas.) will conduct the clinic,
which includes a skill assessment and review of basic
tactics for fleet racing. Foster won the 1999 J/22 world
championship as well as the 1990 J/24 world championship.
Registration for the two-day clinic is $120 per team.
Each participant will receive a copy of the “Road to
Rolex” clinic manual written by Betsy Alison, a fivetime Rolex Yachtswoman of the Year and 2004 Olympic aspirant. Alison has won the biennial Rolex IWKC
five times and is an internationally recognized sailing
educator and coach.
“We at OCBC are honored to have this opportunity,”
said Oklahoma City “Road to Rolex” coordinator
Linda Bays, who has competed in two previous Rolex
IWKC regattas. “To be able to provide this experience
to women sailors in this region is so exciting.”
For more information about the Oklahoma City “Road
to Rolex” clinic, email Linda Bays at linda@onesds.
com and or call in the evenings (405) 340-7563.
Rolex IWKC is part of US SAILING's national championship series. Organizers are using the Internet to
promote the regatta and provide information: www.
race.annapolisyc.com/rolexkeelboats is focusing on
Annapolis details; www.ussailing.org/riwkc has the
official Notice of Race and Entry Form in PDF format,
event history and news releases.
There is a web server list to get direct information by
email. To subscribe, visit www.ussailing.org/riwkc.

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Chad Cox, President
Just about the time we think the BoatHouse will be self sufficient, primarily through the income from the sailing classes,
another set of expenses knock our budget out of whack. Insurance is by far our greatest expense and keeps getting bigger.
State farm just increased our insurance bill for the BoatHouse
proper by about $500 or 18% over the quote of a few months
ago. We have yet to see what the increase will be in the boat/
boatyard/sailing insurance bill. So with all our effort to increase our sailing classes we will not be able to improve our
sail inventory much less new boats.
While LTEF is ready to help in an emergency, charitable contributions in general are down both for LTEF as well as most
foundations. Additionally, income on any invested funds is at
a low. We do have at least some good news.
Thanks to Walt Hedrick's good work, the LTEF has been
added to the Combined Federal Campaign agency list. The
LTEF will be in their non-profit agency guide that Federal
employees use to determine to whom they can donate via payroll deduction. We are also investigating the benefits of becoming a United Way agency.
Matching Gifts have been pledged for the coming year, so
please consider a small $10/$25 per month donation to the
LTEF that will double thanks to the Board's matching gift
fund. Remember, 10% of all unrestricted donations go to the
LTEF Endowment, since it was initially funded last year with
a $1,000 donation from an LTEF board member, the endowment has increased to over $4,000. Over time, we hope the
endowment income will help fund ongoing BoatHouse improvements and insurance costs.
We express our appreciation to Ted and Lula May Weller of
Easton, Maryland for their memorial donation in honor of
Robert "Bobby" Cooper, Jr. The Weller's were neighbors of
Les's back on Tilghman's Island, and she turned 94 years old
just a few days ago. They are close friends of the Cooper and
Cummings families. CINCOM System's CEO, Mr. Tom Nies,
has offered to support the LTEF with a donation for scholarships for disadvantaged children and/or for purchase of the
book "First you have to row a little boat" by Richard Bode, to
be given to each of our Kid's Camp students. The exact gift/s
will be determined over the next month or two.
The annual Audit has been completed, and the board is
pleased to announce that the assets of the LTEF now exceed
$205,000, including approximately $10,000 available in interest bearing cash accounts at the end of the year.
(See LTEF on page 7)
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BoatHouse MANAGEMENT, PROGRAMS &
PUBLICITY: Howard Haines, Chair
SO MUCH IS HAPPENING at the BoatHouse! You recently received a long e-mail from me reporting the various
activities. Classes, training sessions, work details, seminars,
you name it, it’s been going on. And, there’s more to come.
The first Sailing Smart camp begins June 23 to be followed
by an experimental class for youngsters who know some
sailing and want to know more. The Junior Regatta is July
12 to be followed by the second Sailing Smart camp.
Of course, as is the nature of this ‘beastie’ called the BoatHouse, volunteers are needed to help run these events. It’s a
simple relationship:The BoatHouse provides organizations
like TSC a place to conduct their affairs and, in return, the
organizations help the BoatHouse achieve its mission and
pay its bills.
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YOUR BOATHOUSE Needs
Volunteers
Call Howard at 447-4974 for details
of how you can help.
!
!

!
!
!

Sailing Smart Jr. Boat Camp #1: ages 9 – 13.
Week of June 23 – 28.
NEW: Intermediate Sailing for Juniors
(previous experience): July 7 or 8 , four evenings
Sailing Smart Jr. Boat Camp #2: ages 9 – 13.
Week of July 21 - 26
Adult dinghy class: after work meetings and all
day Sat. Aug.4 – 9 & 11.
Dinghy-Keelboat Class for OU NROTC.

Please call me at 447-4974 to see about possibilities.

In the May Mainsheet I discussed the two documents that
TSC members must know about and, in one case, adopt into
the club by-laws. Please review these documents in the
May Mainsheet. Too, I am repeating what I wrote last
month by way of explanation and background.
The one titled Management Committee Charter will be
presented at the June General Meeting for incorporation into
the Standing Rules. What the document is meant to accomplish is to define the functions and responsibilities of the
BoatHouse Management Committee. Until now the Management Committee has operated informally, having no defined authority. This arrangement has worked just fine but
as the BoatHouse project matures it seems advisable to formalize its management so that lines of responsibility and
function are defined. Please examine the document critically.
Our second document, Letter of Understanding concerning…., is an agreement between the Club at-large and the
BoatHouse Management Committee as to what these groups
will interact in the coming twelve months. Stated otherwise, here we have an agreement between a BoatHouse consortium organization, in this case our Club, and the BoatHouse facility as to what the club wants to do via the facility and how TSC will recompense the BoatHouse. Again,
please examine the document carefully. Adoption of the
Letter of Understanding does not involve the club by-laws
or standing rules; rather the it is adopted by mutual agreement by the TSC Executive and the BH Management committees. Nonetheless, it is important that the general membership be aware of and support the Letter because it obligates some of their time and a portion of their dues.

Cruising The Islands, Mon
BVI Tips
Submitted by Chad Cox

Moorings: are now $25. We dropped the anchor 4 times, set
and held every time.
Groceries: Buck’s market at Gun Creek in the North Sound
of Virgin Gorda. Kelly’s Superette on the stream past the
bridge (yes, you can take your dinghy through) at Soper’s
Hole. Super Market at Road Town.
Good food and service: Fat Virgin Café at Biras Creek in
North Sound. Pisces at Soper’s Hole. At a house near the
south end of buildings on beach at Cane Garden Bay. Cooper’s Island Beach Restaurant.
Additional Take Alongs: GPS, super glue, tape, bailing
wire.
We thank David and Rita Hendricks and Mark and Peggy
Simendinger for their tips.
Editor’s note: One additional take along that we don’t leave
home without is a battery operated clip-on bicycle flasher.
Hook it on a shroud, get it flashing when you leave to go
ashore for dinner, and you can always pick out your boat in
a sea of bobbing anchor lights after it gets dark and you
have had one too many rum tangs.
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Thunderbird Round Up
A CSSA Junior Regatta Hosted by
Thunderbird Sailing Club
July 12, 2003
Notice of Race
Eligibility
Any sailor preparing to enter the 3rd through the 12th grade in the fall of 2003 school year is elibigible to compete.
Classes
Pram (Optimist/Sabot/JY trainer)
Marconi Rig (Laser, Force5, etc.)

Lateen Rig (Sunfish)
Sloop Rig Centerboard (420, FJ Flying Scott, etc.

Three boats will constitute a class.
There will be no entry fee. Lunch with be provided to each competitor at no charge, and available
Entry Fee
to non-competitors for $5.00/person.
Boats

Boats will not be provided to competitors; this is a bring your own boat regatta.

Trophies will be awarded for 1st through 3rd place in each class. Participation awards will be preTrophies
sented to every competitor.
Rules and Handicapping
All races will be governed by the US Sailing 2001-2004 Racing Rules of Sailing
and the sailing instructions. The low point scoring system as described in Appendix A of the Racing Rules will be
used. Boats will race “level” in each class.
Schedule
0800-1100
1100
1130
1230
1630

Registration and practice
Lunch
Harbor Gun
Race #1 with up to 4 more to follow
Trophy Presentation

The regatta will be sailed from the Lake Thunderbird Boathouse. From Norman, go east on AlaLocation
meda Drive until it ends at Lake Thunderbird. Turn left, and then take the first road on the right.
Please mail this form to Janie Davis, 2604 Abbey Road, Oklahoma City, OK 73120. For further information, contact Janie at (405) 751-7271 or jdsail@msn.com.
Name _________________________________________ Age ________ Grade Next Fall _________
Address ______________________________________ City _______________State ______ Zip______
Class of Boat ____________________ Club Affiliation_________________
Phone_________________
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GUS SHAVER AND PAUL REYNOLDS READY THE
OPTIMIST
FLEET FOR CHRISTENING DAY
The BoatHouse Management Committee expresses
its appreciation to Gus Shaver and Paul Reynolds for their
work readying the Optimist fleet for Christening Day, Sunday June 8th, 2003, from 1-3PM. Please note that all BH
Consortium members are invited to attend.
Paul has been working diligently to have the Opti
cover installed thanks to the donations from Les and Cathy
Anderson and from Charles and Barbara Schindler, all
members of the Thunderbird Sailing Club. Paul has also
designed and built the very innovative storage racks and
storage containers for the Opti fleet. On Sunday May 27th,
Gus and Paul spent the morning readying the Optis for their
names and registration numbers. They did a terrific job of
applying the vinyl letter and numbering and the boats are
really looking great! We also thank Kerry Knowles for his
donation to help cover the costs of the lettering and numbers
for the Optis.
Later in the afternoon, Jessie Matlock of the OU
Sail Club and Team came by and helped to check out some
of the outboard motors owned by the LTEF and Consortium
organizations. Thank you Jessie for your continuing support of the BoatHouse programs.
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LARRY AND SHIRLEY VELEY COMPLETE THE
PRESSURE WASHING,
STAINING, AND WATERPROOFING OF THE
BOATHOUSE DECK AND DOCK
NSPS members Larry and Shirley Veley are to be
congratulated for their hard work and dedication at the
BoatHouse! Over the past couple weeks, not only did they
provide their truck and trailer to move the Optimist dinghies
from Midwest City to the BoatHouse, but they also spent
three long days, pressure washing and staining the verandah, railings, and the dock. They accomplished these tough
jobs alone with no help whatsoever. The results are beautiful and will help protect the wood from sun and weather.
The LTEF and all the BoatHouse Consortium organizations express their appreciation to Larry and Shirley.
Thank you, thank you, thank you!

LARRY AND
SHIRLEY
STAINING
THE RAILINGS AND
VERANDAH

Paul Reynolds and Gus Shaver applying the names for the
Optimist Fleet
LARRY
PRESSURE
WASHING
THE DOCK
WALKWAY

Paul Renolds and Jessie Matlock check out the outboard
motors at the BoatHouse
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FLEET CAPTAIN Janie Davis

(LTEF from page 3)

While you may have thought that we could kick back after
finishing the BoatHouse, actually we have been very busy
replacing the boatyard and ramp. I hope you have read or
heard about all that have worked so diligently and given
them a word of thanks. Although singling out someone from
this crowd is a tough call, most of us would agree that Paul
Reynolds stands out as the man of the times for all his work
to organize the boatyard, boats, shed and container. In the
next issue I will indicate those of the consortium members
and others that contributed to our improved BoatHouse site.
Finally, its very busy days at the BoatHouse, just a few
hours of your time will help share and lessen the load of
those who are going above and beyond their duty, PLEASE
OFFER A FEW HOURS, Contact HOWARD HAINES at
447-4974. These classes pay for the insurance, maintenance, fees, etc. for the programs at the BoatHouse.

Photo Courtesy of Karen Thurston

Close competition at the 2003
Dogwood Regatta!!

Sailing season is well underway, but we need to
take few minutes to plan ahead for the racing events rapidly
approaching. Please plan to participate fully in the club racing schedule and help with the Junior Regatta in July.
In order to qualify for scoring in the Commodore’s
Cup Series, each skipper must have helped with the Race
Committee at least once in the season. Here are the dates
that are presently available:
June 15th
Club race
July 12th
Junior Regatta
July 13th
Club Race
September 16th Club Race
September 27th Club Race
November 2nd
Hiram Douglas Regatta
Please let me know via e-mail (jdsail@msn.com)
when you will be fulfilling this requirement so I can complete the schedule accordingly. You DO NOT have to function as the Principal Race Officer, but must help with the
race committee duties. If you would like an experienced
race officer to accompany you I will assist you in finding
someone. If you are comfortable putting on the race, please
communicate that information to me. Race committee duty
is another great team builder for bringing your crew together!
We are also in need of an event chairman for both
the Junior Regatta and the Hiram Douglas. This position is
distinctly different from the Race Committee for an event.
The event chairman is responsible for any and all registration, fees, food, refreshments, and trophies. Please contact
me at the e-mail above to let me know you are interested in
either of these events.
There is some interest in adding a night race to the
club schedule. If you would participate in an evening or
night event (long distance race), please let me know. The
tentative date will be announced next month. And this
would another wonderful opportunity to serve on the Race
Committee!!
Sail fast, sail smart, and above all, have fun!

Calendar
Date
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Day & Time

Event and place

June 8

Sunday, 1:00 PM

Christening of the Optimist Fleet, BoatHouse

June 15

Sunday, 2:00 PM

TSC Commodore’s Cup #2

June 21

Saturday, 6:00 PM

TSC General Meeting, BoatHouse

June 23-27

Mon-Sat, All Day

Sailing Smart Day Camp #1, BoatHouse

July 4

Friday, All Day

Children’s Water Front Safety & Swimming Workshop, BoatHouse

July 12

Saturday

TSC hosts CSSA Junior Regatta
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2003 Executive Committee

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Saturday, June 21
6:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Comm Jerry Lojka............……….…...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Vice Comm Altus Boren…..…….….…..321-7914
<altusboren@yahoo.com>
Rear Comm Gus Shaver…....….……….329-0555
<johnngus@es.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….…..…..751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Karen Thurston........……...…...….329-5551
<karen_thurston@cox.net>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…….321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan….………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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Thunderbird Sailing Club
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An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations
P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Vice Commodore Altus Boren
YOU ARE INVITED TO AN
AFTERNOON AT THE BOATHOUSE!

Club Cookout and Evening Sail

In appreciation for your continuing hard work and
dedication, the BoatHouse will be open to you,
your family, and friends from:

Bill Brackett suggested a cookout for this month's
club meeting, Saturday, August 16, 6:00 p.m.,
and offered to do the cooking! Let's have a big
turn out and really put him to work; then, after
business is expeditiously addressed and put to
rest, let's climb aboard the sundry boats gathered
'round for a pleasant evening sail! Sounds like
good times to me. Please come! We want to see
you, talk with you and share food, stories and
laughs. Since we're having the cookout, you need
only to bring a side or dessert.

12 Noon until 5 PM.
Labor Day, Monday September 1, 2003

A couple of things on upcoming events and date
changes;

Please Bring:

Saturday, August 9, 8:00 p.m. - club race (Bill
Etchieson, RC). We will likely gather at the marina.

The LTEF Board of Directors extends an invitation
to all BoatHouse Consortium members to attend
the First Annual BoatHouse Labor Day Celebration.

A covered dish and/or desert to share and whatever you'd like to cook on the grill, the BBQ grill
will be heated up and available for cooking.
The BoatHouse will provide drinks, paper products, and the LTEF centerboard boats for sailing
all afternoon. If enough interest, perhaps we can
bring back the McDonald's Cup Competition!
Come out and just kick back and enjoy YOUR
BoatHouse!
Note: There will be no work projects allowed on
Labor Day!
Respectfully,
Chad Cox, President
LTEF

Saturday, August 16, 6:00 p.m. - Cookout at the
boathouse and evening sail!
Friday, September 19, 7:00 p.m. (Moved from
Saturday the 20th) - Special TSC meeting honoring lifetime members.
Saturday, September 27 - World renowned sailor
and author of numerous books, including the
"Annapolis Book of Seamanship", John Rousmaniere will give a siminar at the Boathouse! Watch
for more information about this exciting event!
Mark your calendars!! We really want you to join
us for these activities!
Cheers 'n Stuff!
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SILENT REAR COMMODORE Gus Shaver

LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Chad Cox, President
The last of the adult sailing classes is under way as I
write this. A class for NROTC students still needs
helpers and possibly a keelboat class as well. So for
this season we have completed an NROTC class, an
adult class, two kids camps, an intermediate class for
adults and another for juniors as well as the adult class
going on now. These classes are the principal support
for the BoatHouse. So we owe all those volunteers a
big thanks for keeping the doors open.
If you have not been able to volunteer to help with the
classes or other projects at the BoatHouse you can still
help monetarily. The matching fund for contributions
to LTEF continue into next year so let your money do
twice the work.
In my last article to the Mainsheet, I stated my intention to report on others that have contributed valuable
aid to the BoatHouse site. Two that have supplied such
aid are District Two County Commissioners Office
and our good friends, Lake Thunderbird State Park
staff. George Skinner, County Commissioner, supplied
us with Leon Barnard and crew that constructed our
original ramp, spread the rock with which we tried to
block the erosion, removed the rock, and recontoured
the ramp after the parking lot was redone.
While Susan Hendon and Jimmy Marti have overseen
the work done by the park staff, Birl Marti and
Sherman Johnson have done most all of the projects
associated with the BoatHouse site. Undoubtedly I will
miss out some of the projects that the park staff have
done for us if trying to give a complete accounting.
Let me concentrate on just some of their contributions
since the parking lot was refinished.
They cleaned out the ditch that drains the lot with their
backhoe. This was a biggy because the contractor had
to redo the grade as planned to have the water drain
out the south east corner rather than alongside our
ramp as they tried to do. The park staff installed the
sewer cleanouts. They bailed us out when we marked a
spot for a fence post that ended up severing our water
and telephone line, including putting on the asphalt
patch where they dug out a hole to repair the lines.

Cookout Classic
Hot summer evenings just beg us to leave the
stove turned off and add our own kind of fire to the heat.
Saturday, August 16th, at our regular summer meeting time
of 6:00 PM we’ll have the burgers and dogs on the grill and
the buns and basic condiments ready. Just bring your favorite cookout side or dessert and come join the feast!
We have a very short but important business session to conduct and plan to spend the rest of the evening out on the
cool (well, cooler) water for an evening sail. No starts, no
races, no raft-ups, just summer style, lazy evening, sunset
on the water, set your own pace, sailing.
You set this time aside so plan to come enjoy it just a bit
more than is sometimes the case.
Burgers-dogs-homemade goodies-sunset on the lake-what
could be better for our last true summer meeting?
See you there!

The Bureau of Reclamation supplied money to have
several projects completed after paving the lot but was
not sufficient to have the ADA railings outsourced.
Sherman has built these railings and he and Birl will
complete the ADA compliant walkway with a concrete
bridge for lot drainage. This they have done during a
year of severe manpower shortage at the park due to
the budget crunch. So the next you run across one of
the park staff be sure to thank them for all their help.

MCDERMOTT SAILS ● OKC
Kevin Mott

858-0327

Bruce McDermott

New and Used Sails
Sail Repair and Recuts
PHRF Optimization
Canvas Repairs ! Inventory Consultations
! Sail and Tiller Covers
!
!
!

!

Business Hours: By Appointment
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BoatHouse Management
& Programs
Howard Haines, Chair of both

A VERY NICE TOUCH at the completion of the Sailing Smart camps was that each camper was given a
book named ‘first you have to row a little boat’ by
Richard Bode. The excellent little volume picks up on
the idea, that so many of us already know, that sailing
is a metaphor of life itself.
And, on the light side of things, that makes me think
of operating the BoatHouse. Like a fleet of sailboats,
when viewed from afar, the BoatHouse seems to be
gliding along smoothly, occasionally heeling a bit, occasionally luffing up, but basically proceeding on
course and as planned by the helmsman and crew. As
any sailor knows this bucolic scene is in contrast to
what is actually going on aboard -- helm and crew involved maximally, trimming, hiking, evaluating every
moment, contingencies arising continually. Lots going
on!
And the BoatHouse operation is just the same. Since
the last Mainsheet, we’ve had a great group of Coast
Guard Auxiliary members come out and built a BBQ
patio and a week or so later Roger Elliott and Les
Cummings installed a gate on the verandah to allow
access to the patio. Several boat transactions, sales,
received donations, and repairs, have occurred. Phil
Moershel and Les Cummings have done their magic
on the lawn and Les, single-handedly, replaced one of
the harbor buoys. Just last Saturday, August 2, the
BoatHouse Sweat-Equity Investment Club was busy;
seven club members, including new member Bob
Anderson, had a particularly productive day cleaning
up trash getting rid of eyesores, laying racing marks
for TSC and more.
I alluded to the Sailing Smart camps and you can read
reports of these in Les’ and Chad Cox’s pieces elsewhere in this Mainsheet. Les and Chad were the primary instructors of the camps and as such put forth a
tremendous effort to assure the camps’ success but, as
they report, many others were involved and the camps
could not have been put on without their enthusiastic
and able help.
A new addition to the BoatHouse curriculum…
Intermediate Sailing class was introduced the evenings
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of July 8-11 under the adept leadership of Chad and
the help of several others. Currently a class for adults
is being taught primarily by Jerry Lojka with help
from five other instructors and volunteers. Next on the
teaching agenda is the special class for NROTC midshipmen and officer candidates, the week of August
18. A Level-1 Instructors class will begin the evening
of August 29 and proceed through the morning of September 1; four or five TSC and OUSCT members are
enrolled and ready to become US Sailing & Red Cross
certified instructors under the tutelage of Richard
Shaw.
The Junior Regatta, Saturday, July 12, reviewed elsewhere in this issue, was a huge Kudo for the club and
BoatHouse. A job really well done by Phil Moershel
and his crew of volunteers. Another BoatHouse event
for youngsters was the Kidsplace picnic and outing,
the afternoon of August 3, where fifteen youngsters
enjoyed boating and waterfront activities; thirteen volunteers from this club and the OU Sailing Club made
this possible.
Great upcoming events are listed on the calendar.
Don’t miss em! Of course your help is needed to accomplish all this things. Please call me at 447-4974 or
e-mail hhaines@ou.edu to see about possibilities.
At the August General Meeting the Management
Committee Charter and 2003 Letter of Understanding will be brought before the membership for possible adoption. Please refer to the May Mainsheet or the
TSC web site to refresh your memory on these measures. The Management Committee Charter defines
the functions and responsibilities of the BoatHouse
Management Committee. Until now the Management
Committee has operated informally, having no defined
authority. This arrangement has worked but as the
BoatHouse project matures it seems advisable to formalize its management so that lines of responsibility
and function are defined. The Letter of Understanding is an agreement between the Club at-large and the
BoatHouse Management Committee as to how the two
groups will interact in the coming twelve months.
Stated otherwise, here we have an agreement between
a BoatHouse consortium organization, in this case our
Club, and the BoatHouse facility as to what the club
wants to do via the facility and how TSC will recompense the BoatHouse. Please examine the documents
carefully. Complete drafts are in the May Mainsheet.
Both documents are approved and endorsed by the
TSC Executive Committee.
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BoatHouse Hosts "The Kid's Place"
On Sunday, August 3rd, around 15 clients from The Kid's Place spent the afternoon at the BoatHouse. Our
guests were treated to sailboat rides and PWC rides along with healthy doses of hospitality and boating safety instruction. The weather was somewhat iffy with a little rain and threatening weather and strong winds. This
weather reduced the numbers we had expected, but everyone that
came out had a great time.

We'd like to thank Emily and Hadley Jerman of the
OUSCT, Vesta Gettys of the TSC and NSPS, Martin and Angela
Henry, Karen Thurston, Gray Graham, Chad and Pat Cox, Bill
Etchieson, Jerry Lojka, Barbara Cummings, and Roger Elliott of
the TSC, and Rick Shaw of the Sea Scouts. These volunteers
made it a special day for the Kid's Place.

Karen Thurston and guests setting sail

Executive Director, Danny Mize expresses his appreciation via the following message; "What a gift you folks provided
for the families who attended yesterday!…Thanks again for
your great gift to the families"

The Kids’ Place is a non-profit (501 c 3) organization, dedicated to the task of providing a supportive environment to grieving children and their adult family members. More information can be found at www.
kidsplace.org.

Gray Graham and guests setting sail

Les Cummings provides PWC rides for our guests.
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THUNDERBIRD SAILING CLUB
CSSA JR. REGATTA
JULY 12, 2003
Optimal winds from the south and sunny hot skies greeted 30 eager Jr. sailors from 3 states. We appreciated all
who made the journey to Norman and especially to the returning group from Weatherby Lake in Kansas City, Mo.
With 25 boats in 4 fleets competing, those who happened to capsize got immediate relief form the 102 degrees
temperature. Everyone was safe and all who came into the BoatHouse were greeted by air conditioning, cold
drinks and sliced watermelon during the award presentation. Many thanks to Phil Moershel, chairperson, and all
the volunteers who contributed to the smooth running of this event! Karen Mellgren
PRAMS
1
1
1
1
Matt Graham, Opti
2
2
2
2
Zach Graham, Opti
5
3
3
3
Gordy Jenkins, Sabot
4
4
5
4
Allison Aughtry, Opti
7
6
6
5
Morgan Meyer, Sabot
6
5
4
WDR
Sydney Pinegar, Opti
10
9
7
6
Derek Ervin, Opti
3
7
DNF
DNS
Blake Pierce, Sabot
8
8
DNS
DNS
Kelsey Kendall, Opti
9
DNS
DNS
DNS
Clara Munro, Sabot
11
DNS
DNS
DNS
Augi Grasis, Sabot

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

7th
SLOOPS

8th
9th
10th
11th

SUNFISH
1
1
1
Caitlin Daily
2
2
2
Dan Weatherhold
3
3
3
*Annelize Striz

LASERS
1
1
1
1
Danad Brown
2
2
2
2
John Daily
4
4
4
3
Andrew Munro
3
3
3
DNF
David Blessing
5
5
5
DNS
Laura Munro
6
6
DNS
DNS
Seth Pierce

1

1st

2

2nd

WDR

3rd

1st
2
1
2
Steven Gent
2nd
2
1
2
1
Drew Zigler
4
4
4
3
3rd
*Mark Ghigliotti and Andrea Striz
4th
3
3
3
DNF
*Kevin Kemp and Tom Weider
5th
5
5
5
DNS
John Hilterman
1

*SEA SCOUTS

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and place

Aug 16

Saturday, 6:00 PM

TSC General Meeting: Picnic and evening sail, BoatHouse

Aug 18-25

Mon. thru Mon.

Small Boat Sailing for NROTC, BoatHouse

Aug29-Sep1 Fri 6:00 PM thru Sun

Level 1 Instructors Class

Sept 1

Sunday, Noon-5:00

First Annual BoatHouse Labor Day Celebration

Sept 5

Friday, 7:00 PM

Ship 5790 meeting, BoatHouse

Sept 7

Sunday, 7:00 PM

Evening Club Race, Little River Marina
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2003 Executive Committee

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Saturday, August 16
6:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Comm Jerry Lojka............……….…...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Vice Comm Altus Boren…..…….….…..321-7914
<altusboren@yahoo.com>
Rear Comm Gus Shaver…....….……….329-0555
<johnngus@es.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….…..…..751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Karen Thurston........……...…...….329-5551
<karen_thurston@cox.net>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…….321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan….………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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Mainsheet
September 2003
Thunderbird Sailing Club

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/

CUMMINGS TO RECEIVE LIFE
MEMBER AWARD
Longtime Thunderbird Sailing Club member
Les Cummings has been voted as a Life Member for
his exemplary service by the TSC Board and membership, according to Commodore Jerry Lojka. The
award that accompanies the distinguished recognition
will be presented at a ceremony on September 19, 7:00
p.m., at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse. “Life
Membership is the highest honor a club member can
attain and only two other members have been selected
for this distinction throughout the 33 year history of
the club,” said Lojka.
Cummings’ crowning achievement, as a club
member was his effort in the creation and development
of the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, an educational
and conference facility used by organizations for educating and training the public about water related
sports and safety. “Cummings’ contributions in fund
raising, organizing community partners, and planning
and development of the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse
facility highlighted the achievements for winning the
award,” according to Howard Haines. Haines, who
heads up the management of the BoatHouse, said
“Les’ ability and enthusiasm in explaining the mission
and importance of the BoatHouse to the public and potential donor organizations is a big part of why we
have a completed facility today.”
Cummings, an Edmond resident who grew up
in a family of watermen on Tilghman Island in the
Chesapeake Bay, has lived most of his life sailing and
contributing to the sport. He has been a club member
since 1989, served as Commodore, and was a two-time
winner of the TSC Sportsmanship Award. In many
instances he has taken on projects that perpetuated the
club and enhanced the quality of sailing for its members and the community. On one occasion, Cum(See Les on page 3)

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations
P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Vice Commodore Altus Boren
I want to add what I can to encourage you to sign up for the
North U. Seminar for Saturday,September 27, at the Boathouse. If your interests include cruising and seamanship
and such things as heavy weather sailing, safety and emergency procedures, anchoring and docking, and more, please
seriously consider signing up for the event. You probably
have already received a mailing with information on 'sign
up', which is on line at fran@northu.northsails.com, or call:
800-347-2457.
John Rousmaniere, author of The Annapolis Book of Semanship will conduct the seminar.
Author Profile: John Rousmaniere (Source - SailNet)
A SailNet seamanship columnist since 1998, John Rousmaniere (pronounced room-an-ear) has spent most of his life
on or near American coastal waters. John, who has sailed
more than 35,000 miles, has written hundreds of articles and
a dozen books on seamanship and the history of yachting,
including three books on the history of the America’s Cup.
He was the writer for Outdoor Life Network’s coverage of
the Louis Vuitton Cup series in 2002-3.
His books include The Annapolis Book of Seamanship, the
standard sailing manual now in its third edition, and two
storm books - After the Storm, about storms at sea and their
consequences, and Fastnet, Force 10, the definitive account
of the stormy Fastnet Race of 1979, in which John sailed.
His other sailing books include Desirable and Undesirable
Characteristics of Offshore Yachts and The Illustrated Dictionary of Boating Terms. The Annapolis Book of Seamanship Video Series, a series of five instructional DVDs or
tapes on sailing in which he appears, has been a top seller
for many years.
A recognized authority on boating safety, John is cofounder of the Cruising and Seamanship Seminars run by
North U, the education arm of North Sails. He has moderated or spoken at more than 30 Safety-at-Sea Seminars.
John says, "I have had years of pleasure and challenge under
sail, and I try to help other sailors find the same satisfactions while learning the principles of good seamanship - a
topic that constantly teaches me something new. In my columns and books, I encourage readers to learn how to think
for themselves and keep things simple."
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IT'S LAYTON REGATTA TIME AGAIN

LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Chad Cox, President

Our first Appreciation Day held this Labor
Day was an enjoyable outing for those attending. Several TSC members were there along with members of
the Coast Guard Auxiliary and Power Squadron. If
you missed the announcements, this was a get together
where no work was permitted. An unheard of event in
the last several years of BoatHouse gatherings. One
nice component of the day was just visiting with a
mixture of our consortium members. For example, I
was pleased to hear that the CGA are considering a
short weather course, about 3 hours long, perhaps
given in part by Gary England. Also, I envied the trip
that Dave Shumake had taken on a river/canal cruise
in France. Again, a very good get together. Well you
can only kick yourself for not attending.
Don’t let this no work business go to your
head; CAST is coming Saturday, September 20. CAST
(Catch A Special Thrill) is a fishing derby for disabled
children. The BoatHouse is the major overseer of the
event this year. We will need help cleaning the building on Thursday, September 18 at 6 PM. Let me know
if you can help out, 329 8860 or cox.
chadwick@worldnet.att.net. If you are free on Friday,
several chores need to be run before Saturday. Finally,
we will need help on Saturday.
Our obligations are similar to what they were
at the last CAST event even though we will be running
the event. Early in the morning we will set up for refreshments including lots of hot coffee and put up our
canopy for boat registration. Then up to lunch time we
merely need to see that everything is proceeding well.
Although Albertson’s has agreed to cater lunch, they
will probably need some help. Bureau of Reclamation
workers will be the primary group seeing the kids off
and then getting the plaques together that are awarded
to the kids by the skippers that took them fishing. We
may need to contribute to that as well. We did this
with ten people last year. If you can work either the
morning or the lunch period let me know. This is a
very rewarding job.

2

The 11th annual Jerry Layton Memorial Regatta is scheduled for Sunday, October 5 at 10 AM
sharp at the BoatHouse. This is a fundraiser for our
RC boat and the most enjoyable and fun regatta of the
year. This is a great opportunity for new sailors to be
introduced to the sport of sailing and racing, TSC
membership not a requirement for crew, however,
Skippers must be members of the TSC and have keelboat racing experience.
We will need the following:
Five experienced skippers:
Fee is $25 each
Fifteen crew:
Fee is $15 each
Crew and Skipper positions are first paid, first served.
Five Catalina 22's
Two powerboats to move the skippers from boat to
boat after each race.
Enya will serve as committee boat
There will be five short races, and each skipper will
race each boat. The crews will be selected for each
boat and they will remain on the same boat throughout
the regatta. Would be good to have both 100% jibs
and 150% genoas aboard if possible.
There will be food and refreshments for all at the
BoatHouse following the regatta! Even if you are not
participating, come out and watch the action from the
verandah.
Please contact Les Cummings at les-cummings@omrf.
ouhsc.edu or by phone at 271-7188 if you can crew,
skipper, and/or loan your Catalina 22 for the regatta.
If you are loaning your boat, we would prefer that you
crew aboard your boat if you are available that day.
Note: All checks should be made out to the TSC.

MCDERMOTT SAILS ● OKC
858-0327

Kevin Mott

Bruce McDermott

New and Used Sails
Sail Repair and Recuts
PHRF Optimization
Canvas Repairs ! Inventory Consultations
! Sail and Tiller Covers
!
!
!

!

Business Hours: By Appointment
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BoatHouse Management
& Programs

Autumn Sailing

Howard Haines, Chair of both

As the days turn a little cooler and the nights begin to
bring a chill, people often ask me, “So what are you
going to do now that the sailing season is almost
over?” I always answer, “I wasn’t aware that there
was a sailing season.” I know that my version of what
makes a good day to sail (no tornadoes) is not shared
by all, but I also know that I am not the only one who
chips the ice off the deck. September definitely brings
a different feel to the lake: fewer powerboats, fewer
PWCs, and fewer people in general. At first, the lake
might seem a bit quiet, but take the time to hear its
call. This time of year gives the opportunity to hear
the waves lapping against the hull, the wind filling the
sails, and the peaceful silence broken only by the
sound of a single voice crying, “ROOM AT THE
MARK!” See you on the water for the Layton and the
Hiram Douglas.
--Karen Thurston

What a wonderful set of events and classes took place
at the BoatHouse in August and more are on the way
for September.
August events included a WORKPARTY August 2nd
which placed several buoys and marks and did general
cleanup. Thanks, Bob, Chad, Les, Roger, Bill, Jerry
and Karen. Also that day Ship 5790 hosted an Oklahoma City Scout Troop for an introduction to sailing.
Monday evening, August 4, was the start of a SMALL
BOAT SAILING FOR ADULTS CLASS. Five enthusiastic and smart landlubbers were converted to
knowledgeable and able sailors. Assistant instructors
and mentors helping Jerry were Chadwick Cox, Les
Cummings, Vesta Gettys, Brenda Gillis, Paul Reynolds, Adela Rojas, Mary Anne Secrist, Karen
Thurston, and myself. Adela, Chad, Karen, Jerry and
Vesta loaned the use of their boats for the class.
A LEVEL-1 SAILING INSTRUCTOR COURSE
began Thursday evening, August 28. Richard Shaw,
taught the intensive class to four of our finest to qualify them as US Sailing and American Red Cross sailing instructors. Please welcome Roger Elliott, Te
Woie Poon, Elise Striz and Karen Thurston to the pool
of qualified sailing instructors available to teach BoatHouse classes.
NOW, FUTURE EVENTS AND CLASSES.
BASIC KEELBOAT SAILING. The class will meet
Saturday at 5PM, September 13, at the BoatHouse for
discussion and theory. On-the-water training will be
from 10AM to 4PM Sunday, September 14 and then
the pattern repeats on September 20 and 21. Richard
Shaw is the primary instructor for seven enrollees.
Chad Cox is arranging sessions for those students having no previous sailing experience; the sessions starting at 3PM on Saturday the 13th.

In September, the BoatHouse will host CATCH A
SPECIAL THRILL (CAST) fishing festival for
physically challenged children and the NORTH UNIVERSITY CRUISING seminar with John Rousmaniere. See details elsewhere in this issue.

TSC Members are advised to be aware of new
pursuit tactics in use by the Oklahoma Lake
Patrol.
(Les from page 1)

mings initiated and planned a trip that allowed twenty
members to bareboat cruise on the Chesapeake Bay.
Most of the members that joined the group had never
cruised before and would not have had the opportunity
if not for this trip. “In looking back at that trip, I can
count at least half of those members who went on to
enjoy future cruises,” said Bill Brackett, Board Member. “That trip seemed to open the door to members
who felt that cruising was beyond their ability or financial means. It was an event that will be remembered around here for a long time” said Brackett.
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New Legs for an Old Girl
By George LeVan, Captain of S/V TyneCot

After Jill and I got engaged some six years
ago, we had one of those conversations where we both
laid our pasts out on the table. Mine turned out to be a
tad more checkered than hers, but things were going
well until I mentioned, “By the way, I want you to
know that I have a 17 year old mistress. She can be a
demanding bitch at times, always wanting me to spend
money on her, but she is a lot of fun and I plan on
keeping her.” I got back one of those deer-in-theheadlights looks and I thought that this could be a deal
breaker, but then I was quick to point out that my mistress was the S2 8.0 parked at Thunderbird, where we
had had our first date, fallen in love and gotten engaged, though not all in the same day.
TyneCot’s weak link has always been her engine. She had an OMC saildrive that was discontinued
in the early 80s, so it was difficult to find parts or even
someone willing to work on it. Over the last couple of
years some gasket began leaking allowing water to get
in the cylinders. To get the motor running I had to
pull the spark plugs, turn the flywheel a few times to
flush out the water, put the plugs back in and hope it
would start. That took a lot of the fun out of sailing.
This spring it was time to get a new bottom on
her and I was originally planning on dropping her off
at Jimmy Houston Marine for the OMC guys there to
see what they could do about the engine, but then
Jimmy got wiped out in the May tornado so that plan
got scrapped. I figured I could either drop a pile of
dollars getting the engine overhauled and still be left
with a 20 year old engine, just waiting for the next
thing to go wrong, or drop a bigger pile of dollars and
get a replacement.
A little surfing on the internet led me to Arne Jonsson
Boatbuilder in Alameda, CA. He sells the Saildrive
280, which is powered by a four stroke Honda motor.
Truly it is an international deal, the engine made in
Japan, the thing put together in Sweden, and bought
out of California. A few measurements convinced me
that though it would be tight, the thing would fit into
Tynecot’s engine compartment. I bit the bullet and ordered one.
Then the fun began. I arranged for Nolan at OKC
Boatworks to haul her up to his shop. After the boat
was up there, he said, “You know I’m not very me-

4

chanical when it comes to engines.” Now he tells me!
I knew enough about the OMC that I could get it out
of the boat, so he gave me a key to the boatyard and I
would get up there over a period of three days at about
7 AM and work unhooking and unbolting until it got
too hot to be in there. When it came time for the new
engine to go in, we both decided that it was time to
call for reinforcements. Nolan brought in Mike Kelly
who had worked for Norris Marine for years and knew
engines well. Mike made it look easy.
We launched her on Labor Day and it was such a joy
to press a button and have that Honda spring to life. It
is very responsive and much more powerful than the
OMC. So for anyone looking for an engine replacement I recommend the saildrive280. Arne was great to
work with and would always promptly return Mike’s
calls when there was a question about how something
should be hooked up. For more information, check
out Arne’s website, www.saildrive280.com.
At long last, I can say, “I’ll see ya out on the Lake!”

The folding prop proved to be very responsive, even when in reverse.

It was a tight squeeze but we
got the engine to go in.
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BOATHOUSE HOSTS 2003 CAST FOR KIDS FISHING DERBY
Saturday, September 20, 2003 6 AM until 2 PM
The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse has been selected again this year to host the Catch a Special Thrill (C.A.S.T.)
Fishing Derby for handicapped and disadvantaged kids. Last year approximately 30 kids and another 100 volunteers, parents,
guardians, and siblings had a great time at Thunderbird State Park. Over 30 experienced fishermen and women provided the
kids with a successful morning on the lake and every child caught at least one fish and one child caught over 20! We expect
more kids and volunteers this year.
Susan Hendon, Manager of Thunderbird State Park, Jeff Tompkins of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, and Chad
Cox and yours truly of the LTEF and TSC head up the C.A.S.T. committee. We are pleased to report that the following are
providing support for the event:
Albertson's Foods--All food including preparation, cooking,
and serving
Arvest Bank--large portable bbq grill
Miles Associates--financial contribution
A&B Rent-All--chairs
Mann's Bait--plastic worms
Academy--Gift certificates
Target Stores--Gift certificates
Oklahoma Electric Cooperative--water, juice, and drinks
Krispy Kreme--donuts
Wal-Mart--Gift certificates
Blue Bell Ice Cream--ice cream
Denver Corner--bait
House of Kawasaki--T-shirts
Academy Sports--Gift certificates
And some 30-35 fishermen and women and boats
and we are still working with several other donors.
We will need some help to set up the LTEF's registration tent and to help the kid's get registered. Will need help getting the kid's and families into the boats, and out again when they return. Will need folks to provide help as needed. Will
start setting up around 6AM, children will start arriving around 8am, and will head out on the lake around 9AM. They will
return around 11:30 and lunch will be served at Noon followed immediately by awards and presentations. Should be completed by 2PM.
Please notify me at les-cummings@omrf.ouhsc.edu if you can help us. If questions, call me at 271-7188. We had
one of the most successful CAST events in the nation last year, let's do it again this year!
Les Cummings

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and place

Sep 13,14,20,21

Various

Basic Keelboat Class, Little River Marina & BoatHouse

Sep 19

Friday, 7:00 PM

TSC General Meeting: BoatHouse

Sep 20

Saturday, All Day

Catch a Special Thrill Fishing Festival, BoatHouse

Sep 27

Saturday, All Day

North U. Cruising Seminar, BoatHouse

Sep 28

Sunday, 2:00 PM

Club Race, Competitor’s Meeting, Little River Marina

Oct 5

Sunday, All Day

Jerry Layton Memorial Regatta, headquartered at BoatHouse
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2003 Executive Committee

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Friday, September 19
7:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Comm Jerry Lojka............……….…...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Vice Comm Altus Boren…..…….….…..321-7914
<altusboren@yahoo.com>
Rear Comm Gus Shaver…....….……….329-0555
<johnngus@es.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….…..…..751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Karen Thurston........……...…...….329-5551
<karen_thurston@cox.net>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…….321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan….………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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Mainsheet
October 2003
Thunderbird Sailing Club

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations
P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Commodore Jerry Lojka
In retrospect...
I don’t get “warm, fuzzies” when I think about the past
year at TSC, but I do feel a sense of satisfaction.
The club acquired a race committee boat for the resurgence of a club racing series. Club members assumed
the duties of organizing and executing enough races to
qualify for the Commodore’s Cup.
Although, there has been some discussion (OK, haggling) over the use of PHRF and Portsmouth scoring,
it looks like Portsmouth is going to remain the club
standard for scoring. I know…I can hear you cursing
your monitor; or the author. Whatever…
The club has gained some new faces and enthusiasm
for the things the club offers. The down-side is that
membership renewal is weak. The new leadership has
some good ideas to foster stronger membership participation and make the coming year more fun. If
members have suggestions about programs or topics of
interest, be sure to let the Vice know.
Let me say thanks to all who made the effort to promote the sailing classes through donated time or allowing the student sailors to use and sometimes abuse
members’ personal boats.
Club functions don’t just happen. People make the
club what it is. I hope those who have been peripheral
this year will get the bug to be a part of the planning of
future regattas and club functions.
I suppose the club will still exist years from now but
there is a huge difference in existing and thriving. The
club is fortunate to have such a great facility in which
to meet. Its locale is enviable. Let’s promote it and
help its numbers grow.

2004 TSC OFFICER NOMINEES
The following names will be submitted to the
membership at the general meeting for approval.
Attend the October 17th general meeting and support the new 2004 TSC board.
Commodore- Roger Elliott
Vice Commodore- open
Rear Commodore- Karen Thurston
Secretary- Corbett Brown
Treasurer- Barbara Schindler
Fleet Captain- Bill Etchieson
Please note that the office of Vice Commodore
has not been filled as of yet. We will be taking
nominations from the floor. This office is primarily responsible for setting up programs for the
general meetings. You would not have to come
up with the programs, just call the contacts and
schedule them. Please consider donating your
talents to serve your Club in the year 2004.

TSC Dues for 2004
Dues for the 2004 fiscal year are due
now! The new fiscal year begins
November 1. If you haven’t done so,
please remit to Box 1086 or bring your
check to the General Meeting, October 17, at the BoatHouse, 7:00 PM.
$50 full and group, $25 associate and
$15 student. See Page 2 for the form.

Page

2

THUNDERBIRD SAILING CLUB
P. O. Box 1086, Norman, OK 73070-1086
MEMBERSHIP INVOICE
Name:

Spouse:

Home Address
Street

City

State

Zip

City

State

Zip

Email

Business Address
Street

Email

Sailing Information
Are you a boat owner?

Yes ٱ

Make:

No ٱ
Sail Number:

Do you crew regularly on a boat?
Yes ٱ
If yes, make and name of the boat you crew on:

Boat Name:

No ٱ

Memberships and Donations
Thunderbird Sailing Club
 ٱRegular/Family
Initiation fee:
$20
Annual dues:
$50
Total dues:
$70

 ٱAssociate
None
$25
$25

 ٱStudent
None
$15
$15

Optional
US Sailing Membership Golden Anchor Program
 ٱFamily ($60)
 ٱIndividual ($40)
 ٱCSSA Membership ($10)
Contributions
Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation (tax-deductible 501 [c] 3)

CSSA Representative Karen Mellgren
TSC members have an opportunity to participate in two
upcoming CSSA events. First, on Saturday, November 1st,
our club is hosting the Central States Sailing Associations
Annual Meeting at the BoatHouse at 1:00 p.m. All clubs in
our 5 state area send a representative to this meeting to bid
on regattas and events for the upcoming year.
Reports are given from committees and there will be nominations for the new Vice Commodore and Treasurer of
CSSA. Also, annual fees for the 2004-racing season are due
Nov. 1st. TSC members are welcome to attend to see how
this process is achieved. Please let me know of your interest in attending.

 ٱGroup
$20
$50
$70

Amount

Amount
Amount
Amount

Second, on Sunday, November 2nd, TSC is hosting the last
Regatta of the CSSA racing year – The Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta. This is a long distance race (10 – 18 miles)
for keelboats on hopefully a beautiful racing day on Lake
Thunderbird! Many a TSC member has fond memories of
this particular long-standing regatta. Registration is 8:30 –
10:30, competitors meeting is at 10:45, and Harbor gun at
11:20 with refreshments and trophy presentation to follow
around 4:30 or 5:00 pm. If your not racing, come watch the
race from the BoatHouse veranda!! I still need volunteers
for food, serving and clean up. Don’t hesitate to call me
(321-7968) or John Potts (329-0555) – please!! SEE YOU
AT THE LAKE!!
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Chad Cox, President

OUR FIRST APPRECIATION DAY held this Labor Day was an enjoyable outing for those attending.
Several TSC members were there along with members
of the Coast Guard Auxiliary and Power Squadron. If
you missed the announcements, this was a get together
where no work was permitted. An unheard of event in
the last several years of BoatHouse gatherings. One
nice component of the day was just visiting with a
mixture of our consortium members. For example, I
was pleased to hear that the CGA are considering a
short weather course, about 3 hours long, perhaps
given in part by Gary England. Also, I envied the trip
that Dave Shumake had taken on a river/canal cruise
in France. Again, a very good get together. Well you
can only kick yourself for not attending.

Cruising the McClellan-Kerr Navigational Waterway
Pat and I in Whimsy lead by David and Joyce Cragie
on Incipient spent 6 days cruising from Applegate
Cove near Sallisaw to Russellville State Park on Lake
Dardanelle, a total of about 130 miles through 4 locks
averaging a 32 foot drop at each. We visited the towns
of Van Buren and Ozark in Arkansas. Saw loads of
bird life with migrating pelicans, Canadian geese, cormorants, and other residents such as kingfishers and
ospreys. With mast up all the way, we sailed a half
day one day but almost all day the last day, with a
really rocking finish. This is an easily trailerable
cruise although Pat wished for a larger boat than our
Catalina 22. I certainly recommend the cruise and
would be happy to share thoughts about how to do it.
Our thanks to the Craigies for helping us to have an
enjoyable time.
Submitted by Chad Cox

Don’t let this no work business go to your
head; CAST is coming Saturday, September 20. CAST
(Catch A Special Thrill) is a fishing derby for disabled
children. The BoatHouse is the major overseer of the
event this year. We will need help cleaning the building on Thursday, September 18 at 6 PM. Please Let
me know if you can help out, 329-8860 or
cox.chadwick@worldnet.att.net. If you are free on Friday, several chores need to be run before Saturday.
Finally, we will need help on Saturday.
Our obligations are similar to what they were
at the last CAST event even though we will be running
the event. Early in the morning we will set up for refreshments including lots of hot coffee and put up our
canopy for boat registration. Then up to lunch time we
merely need to see that everything is proceeding well.
Although Albertson’s has agreed to cater lunch, they
will probably need some help. Bureau of Reclamation
workers will be the primary group seeing the kids off
and then getting the plaques together that are awarded
to the kids by the skippers that took them fishing. We
may need to contribute to that as well. We did this
with ten people last year. If you can work either the
morning or the lunch period let me know. This is a
very rewarding job.
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Holiday Party
December 6th at the BoatHouse, 6:00
PM
♦
♦
♦
♦

Schedule it now!
Good food
Good company
No long winded awards
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BoatHouse Management
Programs & Publicity
Howard Haines, Chair

A Great 2003 for TSC and the BoatHouse
Let’s Plan 2004!
THE 2003 SEASON WAS A BUSY ONE AT THE
BOATHOUSE. We all can be proud of how the year
went.
Revenue generating classes and seminars -♦ Two weeklong sailing classes for youngsters
♦ An intermediate sailing class for youngsters
♦ Two adult sailing classes
♦ A Sailing Instructor's Training Course
♦ Two special sailing classes for OU NROTC unit.
♦ A Jet Smart class taught by NSPS
♦ Two Basic Keelboat classes (the BoatHouse is a
certified U.S. Sailing Keelboat School)
♦ A North U. seminar on racing sail trim
Consortium volunteers taught classes and the income
helped pay the ongoing expenses of the BoatHouse.
These events plus the four rentals we’ve had will yield
a respectable surplus for the year.
The revenues generated by classes and rentals allowed
the BoatHouse consortium to host public service and
community related events.
For 2003 -♦ Regular meetings of NSPS, Thunderbird SC, Sea
Scouts, and OU Sailing Club & Team
♦ District 31 USPS meeting was held in Norman
with an evening at the BoatHouse.
♦ Four regional-level regattas
♦ Kid's Place -- a day at the Lake for children and
young adults mourning the loss of a family member or
friend. It was originally organized for the children of
Murrah Building victims.
♦ 2nd annual CAST Fishing Derby for Handicapped
Kids. September 20 -- 160 participants, parents, boaters, and volunteers.
SO …LET’S BEGIN PLANNING FOR AN EVEN
MORE FULFILLING AND EXCITING 2004. At this
time the BoatHouse Management Committee requests
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that TSC begin planning its 2004 programs to be promoted via the BoatHouse and how, in turn, TSC members can support and maintain the BoatHouse.
All the consortium members are being asked to develop equivalent plans
THE SECOND SPECIAL CLASS FOR THE OU
NAVAL ROTC is now finished and a great job it was
by Ron Crabtree (Operations Mngr), Les Cummings,
Barbara Schindler (Business Mngr), Fred Striz
(Instructor), Andy Brett (Instructor), Vesta Gettys
(Instructor), Paul Reynolds (Instructor), Altus Boren,
Mike Klatt, Phil Moershel and myself as primary instructor. Ron did an outstanding job of operations,
freeing me and the other instructors to focus on teaching. Besides TSC volunteers, Mike Klatt represented
the OU Sailing Club and Team; the Sea Scout ship
loaned the use of FJs and safety boat. Andy Brett who
along with being an OU Freshman and ROTC midshipman put his Level-1 instructor credentials to work
helping to teach his peers. Andy has taught at the
Northside Y sailing program for several summers. An
avid Laser sailor he has competed in several of TSC’s
Junior and Dogwood regattas.
AS USUAL I AM SEEKING FOLKS to serve on the
BoatHouse Management Comm. and its various subcommittees. I am pleased to announce that Corbett
Brown will join the Management Comm. and that Phil
Moershel will assume the Harbor Master job. For several years Paul Reynolds has performed yeoman like
service in the Harbor Master job but other needs require that he turn that job over to another and we are
fortunate to have Phil willing to take over. Also Jerry
Lojka will chair a Risk Management subcommittee.

A Bit of Fun, A Bit of Funding
Tupperware has issued a new fund raiser flyer!
These are pieces and collections of pieces not generally available in their regular catalogue and party offerings. I have half a dozen copies of this special flyer
and will bring them with me to the October General
Meeting. If you are interested in taking one to your
office, church group, club, or where ever, just see me
there. For every dollar spent on these special items,
Thunderbird Sailing Club will receive 50¢.
The holiday season is upon us and many of
these things would make great gifts for family or
friends. I don’t advocate any hard selling. The Tup(See Tupperware on page 7)
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THUNDERBIRD SAILING CLUB HIRAM DOUGLAS MEMORIAL REGATTA
A one day Regatta. Sunday, November 2, 2003
A distance race on Sunday, 10 - 18 miles
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma
CLASSES: All boats 20 feet length on deck or greater are welcome. Boats shall register in either
Spinnaker or Non-spinnaker, handicap fleets with handicapping being the current US SAILING
Portsmouth Yardstick with wind correction factors.
RULES: The Racing Rules of Sailing and the prescriptions of US Sailing. Low point scoring.
TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to 1st-3rd in each fleet.
The Traveling Trophy will be presented to the Skipper and Crew of the boat with the lowest corrected time in the largest fleet.
FACILITIES: Ramp at Sailboat Point for centerboard and daggerboard boats and some fixed keel
boats. Ramps for fixed keel boats 1/2-mile west or 1 mile north of marina. Courtesy docks adjacent to ramps. Unfortunately, we have chosen the weekend of the OU vs OSU gridiron rumble
in Norman on Saturday. Rooms are scarce. We are looking at the Postal Marriott and member homes. Call me.
SCHEDULE SUNDAY
08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts
10:30 Registration ends
10:45 Competitors' Meeting
11:20 Harbor Gun
11:50 Warning Signal 1st start for Distance Race
16:40 Refreshments: Chili, Asides, Beverages & Warm Building
17:00 Trophy presentation
Directions:
From the North: I-35 south to I-40, then east to Choctaw Road exit; Choctaw Road south to Alameda Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter
the lake. Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east).
From the South: I-35 north to State Highway 9, then east on S.H. 9 to 84th Avenue; north on 84th
Ave. to Alameda Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road
starts to enter the lake. Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east).
STATE LAW requires that all boats have a copy of their registration aboard.
INFORMATION: John A. Potts, Regatta Chair (405) 329-0555 or e-mail JohnnGus@cs.com
Cost
$17.00 for Skipper and Boat
-$2.00 for US SAILING Member, Member #_________________
$5.00 for each crew member
NO charge for after race warm-up (or cool-off!)
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12th Annual Jerry Layton Regatta Results
This year's event, held on Sunday October 5, 2003, was met with a cool, overcast day with the threat of rain and very
light winds. Roger and I had tuned in to the NOAA weather forecast that morning and decided to get our jackets, hats, and
gloves ready when the forecast kept calling for temperatures between -70 and -80 degrees Fahrenheit (yes below zero!)
Thankfully the 140 degree drop in temperature failed to materialize and stayed in a pleasant +64 to +70 degree range. I'm sure
the computer glitch has been corrected at NOAA by now.
The "M" course was set directly east of the BoatHouse. Winds were from zero to 6 kts, and mostly in the 3-5kt
range, with 120 degree shifts from SSE to NNE. Racing was very close again this year and the 5th race was for all the marbles as 4 of the 5 skippers were in the position to win after the 4th race. We congratulate all the skippers as this is the first
time we've had each skipper win at least one race. We ended up being one person short on crew this year for the first time in
12 tries, but all in all, the turnout was great.
We especially thank Phil and Diane Moershel for fixing a pot of their delicious chili and express our appreciation to
Cleo Haines and Barbara Cummings for their hard work in the kitchen and over the hot charcoal grill. All the participants
appreciated their hard work and the excellent food.
We thank the following for their help on the Race Committee and to those participating. We are please to recognize TSC
Commodore Jerry Lojka as the 2003 Layton Regatta Champion. We also congratulate Fredrica Cottrell, Dan Cagle, and Corbett Brown for crewing the Barchetta to 5 straight victories!
Skippers
Jerry Lojka 1st 10.75
Bill Etchieson 2nd 13.75
Karen Thurston 3rd 15.75
Marilyn Friend 4th 16.75
Phil Moershel
4th 16.75

Crew
Vesta Gettys
Corbett Brown
Mary Anne Secrist
Martin Henry
Sam Moershel
Mike Klatt
Angela Henry
Dan Cagle
Dave Craigie
Roger Elliott
Bob Anderson
Fredrica Cottrell
Nicholas Shaver
Daniel Kemp

RC/Pontoon/Safety Boats
Sandra Messer (Jerry Layton's daughter)
J.B. Messer (Jerry Layton's son-in-law)
Joseph Bozeman (Jerry Layton's great-grandson)
Paul Reynolds
Howard Haines
Stan Reynolds
Rick Shaw
Les Cummings

The funds raised in this event go to maintain the TSC Pontoon RC boat and we thank the Messer and Layton family for being
with us and for their wonderful donation to the Layton Fund. We also thank Paul Reynolds for his donation to the Fund and it
was great having Kenny Bull and his family with us and for their interest in sailing and the BoatHouse.
Finally, we express our appreciation to the following, without whom the event could not be held:
Phil Trotter owner of the Barchetta (with 5 bullets)
Mary Anne Secrist and Daniel Kemp owners of Oh Yeah
Barbara Schindler owner of Alacrity
Martin and Angela Henry owner of Moe's Maddness
Frank Lawler owner of Sacajewea
Please plan now to participate in the 2004 Layton Regatta!
Respectfully submitted,

Les Cummings, Regatta Chair

1st place boat with
2nd place boat with
2nd place boat with
3th place boat with
4th place boat with

3.75 pts
16.75 pts tie
16.75 pts tie
18 pts.
20 pts
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Fredrica Cottrell, Dan Cagle and Corbett Brown, 2003
Layton #1 Crew, accept congratulations from RC Les Cummings.

TSC Commodore Jerry Lojka, 2003 Jerry Layton Champion, is presented the Catalina Yachts Trophy by RC Les
Cummings.

Photo Provided by Angela Henry

Photo Provided by Angela Henry

(Tupperware from page 4)

perware history and reputation for offering practical
innovative, and quality products speaks for itself. I do
advocate this as a fun and painless way to make a real
contribution to our club. When I first discovered this
fund raiser plan and offered that flyer one evening at
the club (with no announcement and no way to offer
anyone the chance to share the products), the club got
a check for $50.00.
See you early, or late, before or after the official election of officers for 2004!
Submitted by Gus Shaver

Les Cummings receives an official TSC Life Member Boat
Hook from Howard Haines at the September 19, general
meeting. The celebration included a dinner of smoked
salmon and ham, and a special program honoring Les for
contributions he has made to the club.
Photo Provided by Bill Brackett

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and place

Oct 17

Friday, 7:00 PM

TSC General Meeting, BoatHouse

Oct 23

Thursday, 6:30 PM

Lake Thunderbird Education Foundation Board of Directors, BoatHouse

Nov 1

Saturday

CSSA Annual Meeting, hosted by TSC, BoatHouse

Nov 2

Sunday

Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta

Nov 7

Friday, 7:00 PM

Ship 5790, BoatHouse

Nov 21

Friday, 7:00 PM

TSC General Meeting, BoatHouse

Dec 6

Saturday, 6:00 PM

TSC Holiday Party. BoatHouse
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2003 Executive Committee

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Friday, October 17
7:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Comm Jerry Lojka............……….…...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Vice Comm Altus Boren…..…….….…..321-7914
<altusboren@yahoo.com>
Rear Comm Gus Shaver…....….……….329-0555
<johnngus@es.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….…..…..751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Karen Thurston........……...…...….329-5551
<karen_thurston@cox.net>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…….321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan….………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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Mainsheet
November 2003
Thunderbird Sailing Club

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/

Commodore Roger Elliott
What A wonderful way to wind down a very successful year for TSC and to set the stage for next year. I
am speaking of the CSSA Meeting and Hiram Douglas
regatta this past weekend. On Saturday Nov. 1 the
Thunderbird sailing Club hosted the Central States
Sailing Association Board of Directors meeting at the
BoatHouse. And then, on Sunday Nov. 2 hosted the
annual Hiram Douglas Memorial regatta. Both events
(see related articles) were excellent examples of the
many accomplishments the club enjoyed this past year.
2003 has been a very successful year for TSC. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank the outgoing
bridge of Commodore Jerry Lojka, Vice Commodore
Altus Boren, Rear Commodore Gus Shaver, Fleet
Captains Janie Davis and Bill Etchieson, Secretary
Karen Thurston and Treasurer Barbara Schindler for
their efforts and leadership this past year. This group
of officers has maintained a high standard, and it is the
goal of the new bridge to carry on in this tradition and
build upon their accomplishments. Let me introduce
you to your new bridge: Vice Commodore Les Cummings, Rear Commodore Karen Thurston, Fleet Captain Bill Etchieson, Secretary Corbett Brown Treasurer
Barbara Schindler, and yours truly as Commodore.
Our goal for the up-coming year is quite simply to
carry on with the current momentum in the following
ways: Continue to rejuvenate racing as a club activity;
increase the diversity of activities available to members; continue and expand our involvement in educational programs; and utilize our assets, both on and
off, the water to their fullest potential. The bridge will
be looking to the membership for direction and ideas
to accomplish these goals. We want to hear from you.
Once again I thank the past bridge for their work this
past year and look forward to working with the new
bridge to make 2004 a fun and successful year for the
membership of the Thunderbird Sailing Club.

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations
P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Vice Commodore Les Cummings

TSC Membership Meeting Program Announcement

7:00 PM, November 21 at the BoatHouse
"A TOUR OF FRENCH RIVERS AND
CANALS BY BOAT"
OR
"THE REDNECK'S VISIT TO THE SOUTH
OF FRANCE"
We are pleased to have Dave Shumake and Jules LaChance, long-time members and officers of the Oklahoma City Power Squadron, present their "sea stories
and experiences" during their recent cruise through the
canals and vineyards of France. Please come out;
bring your favorite snack, and welcome Dave and
Jules to the BoatHouse. You can bet this will be a fun
and interesting voyage.
Incidentally, Dave is also an LTEF major donor who is
responsible for development and initial funding of the
LTEF Endowment. In addition, he serves as the LTEF
Board attorney and continues to be an avid supporter
of the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse and its goals.
On behalf of the entire TSC membership, I thank Altus
for the excellent job done last year as TSC ViceCommodore and the interesting and educational programs offered at each TSC membership meeting.
Please extend your appreciation to Altus and Barbara
Boren for their good work this past year!
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Jay Sawyer wins 2003 Hiram Douglas trophy!!
Lake Patrolman, Hiram Douglas, was a long-time friend of the Thunderbird Sailing Club. Upon his death in 1983, the Thunderbird
Sailing Club deemed it appropriate to dedicate a regatta to Patrolman Douglas. The 2003 regatta was held on Nov. 2nd.
It was a beautiful day with winds generally from the south averaging 14 with occasional gusts. The course for this regatta is a long
distance course. This years course was approximately 18 miles in length, and provided the racers with a tour of the majority of Lake
Thunderbird.
The deed of gift specifies that the race consist of two fleets (spinnaker and non-spinnaker), with the prepetual trophy being awarded
to the top finisher in the largest fleet. This years fleets where comprised of 12 boats in the non spinnaker fleet, and 5 boats in the
spinnaker fleet. The results are listed below.
2003 Hiram Douglas Results
Non Spinnaker Fleet
Sail

Time

Fleet

Skipper

Club

Number

Boat

Finish

Elapsed

Corrected

Place

Non Spin

Jay Sawyer

Harlan

1379

San Juan 21

15:06:03

181.05

192.40

1

Non Spin

Scott Honey-

2069

San Juan 21

15:09:51

184.85

196.44

2

Non Spin

Karen

TSC

4148

Catalina 25

15:15:25

190.42

204.09

3

Non Spin

Jeremy Best

NROTC

352

Merit 25

15:01:37

176.6166667

211.52

4

Non Spin

Barbara

TSC

8624

Catalina 22

15:28:33

203.55

213.81

5

Non Spin

Vesta Gettys

TSC

5

S2 6.9

15:18:58

193.97

215.52

6

Non Spin

Chad Cox

TSC

12964

Catalina 22

15:37:53

207.88

218.36

7

Non Spin

Kerry Knowles TSC

7

S2 9.2

15:14:01

189.02

224.49

8

Non Spin

Roger Elliott

3279

Catalina 30 TM 15:14:28

189.47

224.75

9

Non Spin

Gray Graham TSC

226

Seidelmann 25 15:28:53

203.88

225.78

10

Non Spin

Mark GhigliTSC
otti

12455

Santana 25 1/4
15:31:43
ton

206.72

227.66

11

Non Spin

Andrea Striz

22542

Catalina 27 TM DNF

TSC

TSC
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2003 Hiram Douglas Results
Spinnaker Fleet
Sail
Fleet

Skipper

Spin

Club

Time

Number

Boat

Finish

Elapsed

Corrected

Place

Brit Williams WSC

920

Santana 20

15:04:00

169.00

186.53

1

Spin

Ken Madell

598

Santana 20

15:05:31

170.5166667

188.21

2

Spin

Walt Hedrick TSC

18

Mirage 28

14:59:15

164.30

204.35

3

Spin

Phil Moershel TSC

57362

Santana 20

15:20:54

185.90

205.19

4

Spin

Gary Guinn

562

Santana 20

15:27:48

192.80

212.80

5

WSC

We would also like to extend our thanks to Kelly Holmes who came up from Texas to act as judge. We would also like to thank
John Potts, Gus Shaver, and Bill Etchieson for handling the RC work. A big thanks also goes out to Brit Williams for organizing the
area Santan 20s and getting four Santana 20s on the line to comprise the bulk of the spinnaker fleet.
Most importantly we would like to extend a very special thank you to Pat Cox for making sure that food was ready to serve when we
returned. We would also like to give a special thanks to all the volunteers that provided the wonderful chili and other fixins.
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Chad Cox, President
As the seasonal end of our classes and regattas approaches, we can reflect on a successful year at the
BoatHouse. We need to also begin planning next year.
This year we added the NorthU class, a Kid’s Place
outing and the Labor Day/Consortium Member Day
gathering to a busy season of classes and sailing
events. Extra classes of sailing for NROTC midshipmen and keelboats were included in the sailing class
program. The Optis were a big hit in the kid’s camps.
They are so easy to sail that several of the kids that
simply could not master the Sunfish-type boats learned
readily to sail the Optis.
As before, next year’s events at the BoatHouse will
require the services of the four committees that keep
the BoatHouse running. First among that group is the
Planning and Publicity Committee, headed by Howard
Haines. This committee plans the classes and schedule
for the year. Hopefully, we can add other type of
classes to next year’s agenda. Publicity is always a
major concern and we need a new brochure. This committee could use some new blood. Howard would
really appreciate any dedicated soul to take command
of this committee.
The BoatHouse Management Committee, also headed
by Howard, has fiscal responsibilities as well as running the BoatHouse and overseeing the site and boats.
Howard would enjoy being replaced here too for he
has chaired both committees since their inceptions.
The BoatHouse Maintenance Committee, headed by
Roger Elliott, oversees cleaning, repairs and construction at the site. The BoatHouse Decorating Committee,
headed by Phil Dame, has done a bang up job with the
conference room. The office and library need the same
attention.
Of course, the reason for mentioning these committees is to remind everyone of the work that primarily
goes unnoticed. Many of the members of these committees are the same people that are doing most of the
jobs in the classes and sailing events. These committees and classes and sailing events need broader support from all our members, an addition that would
bring fresh ideas and new perspectives. Please consider where your talents and interests lie and contrib-
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C.A.S.T. FOR KIDS ANOTHER
GREAT SUCCESS!
Please check out photos and the article concerning the CAST for Kid's Fishing Derby for Handicapped Kids on the TSC Website. This year's event
was even better than last year with over 160 kids, parents, guardians, fishermen/women, and volunteers.
Perfect weather and great organization provided a
spectacular day for the kids and everyone involved.
The sponsors for the event included the CAST for
Kids Foundation, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Oklahoma State Parks, and the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation. We thank all the TSC members
and BoatHouse Consortium members who helped out
during this wonderful annual event! As Art Pasley,
Southern Director for CAST for Kids said, "Great
things don't just happen, great people make great
things happen."

Lots of happy fishermen at the CAST for Kids day!

ute to these committees and their services. This is a
BoatHouse for all of us and should be a BoatHouse
supported by all of us.
We need to applaud the job that Paul Reynolds has
done as the harbor master for the BoatHouse for the
last several years. He has brought order to the boat
yard, container and shed. His design of the Optis cover
is super. Phil Moershel has stepped forward to take
over this job. Let’s have more people emulate his willingness to serve.
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BoatHouse Management
& Programs
Howard Haines, Chair
A Great 2003 …Let’s Do an even better
2004!
ALREADY THERE ARE SEVERAL EXCITING new projects a cookin’ on the BoatHouse galley for 2004. A tactics
seminar in March, a wonderful regatta & fun day for youngsters in late July, new partnering possibilities, regional regattas – we’re well along towards another great year for the
BoatHouse consortium.
When we add the regularly scheduled meetings & activities
of consortium groups and the classes, camps, special events
and rentals….aha, whoa! suddenly, we have a great deal of
planning, coordination, advertising, budgeting and soforth
to accomplish. So let’s get started.
First, please consider joining the BoatHouse Management
Committee and one or more of its subcommittees. This is
the committee that operates the BoatHouse together with all
its activities. The committee housed within our Club and
answers to the Executive Comm. but functions and serves
all members Boathouse consortium groups. Representatives
of the consortium organizations, aside from TSC, are asked
to join this working committee and several have done so.
As we enter a new and exciting year I you to add your skills
and energy to the ‘nut and bolts’ of this great project of
ours. Believe me, you experience and background will be
utilized -- the subcommittee names give an idea of the jobs
the Management group does, and where you could contribute.
♦ Building & Grounds Maintenance. Roger Elliott chairs
this centrally important group responsible for the repair
and upkeep of the building, dock and grounds.
♦ Harbor Master. Phil Moershel heads this equally important group which sees after the boatyard and fleet.
♦ Insurance and Risk Management. Jerry Lojka is establishing this newly formed subcommittee. The very
purpose of the BoatHouse is to pay close attention to
safety and hazards. The future of the BoatHouse depends on its success in avoiding, containing or minimizing unforeseen circumstances.
♦ Budget and Financial Planning. Barbara Schindler does
the dual job of being treasurer for the Club as well as
the BoatHouse. This year this subcomm. will break
new ground in developing a long range and thoroughgoing budgetary and financial plan for the BoatHouse.
♦ Planning & Publicity. I chair this group which plans,
promotes and coordinates the classes, camps and
events of the BoatHouse.
♦ Partner Organization and Volunteer Liaison. At this
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time there are nine BoatHouse consortium organizations with a collective membership of some 100 families. This year the Mngt Comm. will do more to encourage and involve these folks. This newly formed
subcomm. will function to reach out, relate, develop
letters of understanding and otherwise encourage consortium members in the use of the BoatHouse facility.
♦ Scheduling.
Karen Mellgren and I have done this
work in the past and we need help. Choosing optimal
dates for BoatHouse events is far from simply looking
for open slots on the calendar. Avoiding conflict with
activities of other boating organizations, is, by itself, a
problem. Now add the city, university, football/
basketball and cultural schedules and you begin to see
the challenge!
I hope you’ll be interested in joining the management team
of the BoatHouse. Please let me hear from you (447-4974
or hhaines@ou.edu).

TSC Annual Dues are payable now!
$50 full, $25 Associate and $15
Student.
TSC Member Active in Regatta Judging
Submitted by Howard Haines
JOHN POTTS, whose expertise in numerous areas has
helped so much with BoatHouse affairs, has another side
that many TSC members don’t know about.
John is a much sought-after race and regatta official and this
is how he’s spent many of his summer weekends. Look at
this record!
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Chief Judge, Sunfish Masters US Nationals, May 2425. NSA, Wichita, KS
Assistant Judge, Flying Scott Wife Husband Nationals.
June 20-22. Grand Maumell SC, Little Rock, Ark
Assistant Judge, J-24 Kansas Invitational. July 1213.NSA, Wichita, KS
Chief Judge. CSSA Whitecap Regatta. July 19-20.
NSA, Wichita, KS
Chief Judge. J-24 Circuit Regatta, Sept 13-14. Rush
Creek Yacht Club, Heath, TX
Assistant Judge. JY-15 North Americas, Oct 3-5, Rush
Creek Yacht Club, Heath, TX
Judge. Last Chance Regatta -- to qualify for Olympic
trials. Oct 23-26, Rush Creek Yacht Club, Heath, TX

All this plus help with TSC and regional regattas makes for
a big commitment to high quality race management.
Thanks, John, your efforts make a real difference to our
sport.
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WEST MARINE DONATION
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REAR COMMODORE Karen Thurston

AND

Tales from the Rear

WEST MARINE FUN REGATTA

By Karen Thurston

The Thunderbird Sailing Club, Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation and the Lake Thunderbird
BoatHouse Consortium express their appreciation to
West Marine Corporate Headquarters for their donation of some $450 worth of boating items needed for upkeep and maintenance of our fleet of training boats.
Howard Haines, Paul Reynolds and others developed a
list of needed items and West Marine shipped out all the
items asked for that were available in their inventory.
We appreciate the continued support of Ms. Susan
Altmann, West Marine's Senior Manager Sponsorships
and Donations.
Our partnership with West Marine has been
ongoing for several years and this wonderful relationship continues to grow. Last month we were asked to
consider hosting a "West Marine Fun Regatta" at the
BoatHouse! These regattas have been held in large east,
west, and south coast yacht clubs and the BoatHouse is
one of the first inland facilities asked to host such an
auspicious event. Preliminary planning has started and
we will ask for club approval at the November membership meeting.
West Marine will provide approximately $2,500
in support of the Fun Regatta. The word "Fun" is important, for not only will there be competitive sailing,
but also a host of "Fun" events, many of which are still
to be determined. We will need lots of support for this
two-day event, tentatively scheduled for the weekend of
Saturday and Sunday July 31 and August 1, 2004. The
Central States Sailing Association and Thunderbird
State Park have approved these dates. We hope to have
up to 100 kids ages 8-18 participate.

You know you are a sailor when…
…you are cut off in traffic and the first
thing out of your mouth is “Room at the
Mark!”
…instead of using a turn signal, you announce to your passengers, “Ready to
turn?”
…birthdays and anniversaries turn into opportunities to buy boat parts.
Quotables:
“Waves are not measured in feet or inches, they
are measured in increments of fear.”
--Buzzy Trent
“Land was created to provide a place for boats to
visit.”
--Brooks Atkinson
“There is no such thing as bad weather, only bad
clothes.”
--Old Norwegian Adage

If approved by the TSC Board and if the plan is
accepted by West Marine requests will be forthcoming
for volunteers to serve on the West Marine Fun Regatta
Committee. Your help will be greatly appreciated!

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and place

Nov 7

Saturday, 7:00 PM

Ship 5790, BoatHouse

Nov 21

Friday, 7:00 PM

TSC General Meeting, BoatHouse

Dec 6

Saturday, 7:00 PM

TSC Holiday Party, BoatHouse
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2004 Executive Committee

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Friday, November 21
7:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Comm

Roger Elliott

840-3544

roger-Elliott@ouhsc.edu
Vice Comm

Les Cummings

341-2382

les-cummings@omrf.ouhsc.edu
Rear Comm

Karen Thurston

329-5551

karen_thurston@cox.net
Flt Capt

Bill Etchieson

364-2053

bill@etchieson.net
Secy

Corbett Brown

749-1547

Treas

Barbara Schindler

321-1354

bschin@telepath.com
M’sheet Ed

George LeVan

tynecot@aol.com

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

366-1903

