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TIMING COULDN’T BE BETTER FOR TSC

GREAT PROGRAM SET FOR FEBRUARY
GENERAL MEETING

Peter Nielsen, Editor of Sail magazine, revealed in his column last month survey results indicating that sailing participation is down by 11%
from two years ago. This was puzzling to me and
prompted further exploration of another set of surveys, especially one about what was happening in
the outdoor recreation area. In looking at a recent
Roper Starch survey “Outdoor Recreation in
America Survey,” I learned that 78% of Americans are participating at least once a month in a
recreational outdoor activity. This is an increase
of 11 points in last year alone.
What should we make of sailing participation decreasing while participation in overall
outdoor activities is going up? In comparing sailing with other activities, especially other boating,
sailing has some unique benefits. Although many
have the image of sailing being an activity for the
rich, one may enter the sport with a boat for as little as a few hundred dollars. This, by the way,
may be evidenced by some of the boats that will
soon be sold to the public from the BoatHouse
yard. Sailing also provides a wide range of how
sailors wants to participate, from intense racing to
laid back cruising, appealing to a wide variety of
interests and age groups. It seems we have a good
thing going, but as advocates of sailing we’re not
doing a good job of communicating it to the general public.
With outdoor recreation participation increasing at a phenomenal rate, it appears that the
BoatHouse and the TSC are in a perfect position
(See Commodore on page 5)

There will be an informative program on
Friday Feb. 15th at the regular time of 7:00 p.m.
at the BoatHouse. Scott Law of O.C.B.C. will
speak at 7:30 p.m. for the first 45 min. to the
group about "SAIL TRIM". This should be very
useful information that will tie into our practicing
"starts" for the informal racing programs that our
Fleet Captain, Janie Davis, is planning for late
spring and summer. Handout information will be
available and Scott will bring several sails to demonstrate. The regular business meeting will follow.
If you didn't have plans for Valentines
Day on the 14th -please join us Friday and bring a
"HEART-Y" snack to share with your friends at
TSC! As usual, drinks will be provided.

I failed to mention a most important award
to Chad and Pat Cox that was handed out at the
Holiday Party. "The Uncle Donnie Award", in
memory of Capt. Donnie Cummings, to unsung
heroes of TSC who have given their support
above and beyond their call of duty to Thunderbird Sailing Club programs and to the BoatHouse
building project. Congratulations Chad and Pat!!!
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FLEET CAPTAIN Janie Davis

Get Ready to Race!
Four regattas and a club racing schedule!
That’s what is planned for the 2002 sailing season. Opportunities for everyone are abundant,
and ideas are always very welcome!
We begin our season by hosting the Dogwood Regatta on April 20-21. This is a CSSA
sanctioned regatta that is open to all classes of
boats. Volunteers have already signed up for
helping with the food, registration, harbor traffic,
etc. and it looks like we will have a great time.
Look for the Notice of Race on the website and in
the Mainsheet by early March. Please notice that
all meals (lunches and dinners) and regatta burgees must be ordered and paid for in advance.
We still need more powerboats to act as auxiliary
race committee (mark) boats and rescue boats.
July will bring the Junior Circuit (always a
favorite!) and the Centerboard Open regatta.
Both of these events have been really successful
at our club in the past, and are sure to be good
events again this year. Stay tuned for more details as they become available.
The Hiram Douglas is scheduled for November 3rd this year, and marks the end of the
racing season on Lake Thunderbird. The weather
is always a gamble on this one, and again the details will be broadcast as they become available.
There will be monthly club races for all
kinds of boats. We will begin in April (prior to the
Dogwood) with an afternoon of practice starts.
The starting sequence changed last year, and no
matter how long they give us to get to the starting
line, some of us are going to get there early, and
some are going to get there late! At the March
meeting we will spend some time on the starting
sequence (Rule 26 in your RRS) and then be
ready to test ourselves on the water!
In May through August we will have some
type of around the buoys race. It will always be
open to all classes of boats and open to all sailors on the lake. During the summer months, the
race will probably be scheduled in conjunction
with our monthly meetings and be an evening
race followed by a cookout.
As you can see, the ideas and the scheduling are in their “first draft” stages. If you have
anything to contribute to this process, please let
me know.

Don’t be left holding the bag as the Thunderbird Sailing Club sails on. Bylaws state
that your membership will be cancelled if
dues are not paid by March 31st. As of
this week a substantial percentage of the
membership have not remitted their 2002
dues. At $50 for a year of full membership, it’s the best deal on the lake, and the
club depends on membership dues for a
number of its projects. So write your
check now and send it to PO Box 1086,
Norman, OK 73070. Next month we are
going to start naming names. Save yourself the scorn and embarrassment!

"My old man and the sea"...by David and
Daniel Hays... a wonderful true story of a father and son sailing around Cape Horn in a
25' sailboat....its primarily about the relationship of father and son, a very special true adventure story.
By David Hays & Daniel Hays
Published by HarperPerennial
ISBN 0-06-097696-9
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BOATHOUSE MANAGEMENT:Howard Haines, Chair

The committee met January 20 at the BoatHouse. Developments and decisions -⇒ Interior Decoration group began its efforts the previous Saturday. Phil Dame is leading the group
composed of Pam Bradford, Emily and Hadley
Jerman, Jacques Landry and Karen Mellgren.
Read Phil's piece in this issue about the group's
needs and objectives.
⇒ A task group was created to address problems of
storage efficient in the storage container. Paul
Reynolds is the contact here.
⇒ Ship 5790 is commencing to clean-up and paint
the storage container. Phil Moershel is heading
this effort.
⇒ Erosion is the boatyard is being addressed. Again,
Phil M. is ram rodding this work.
⇒ A subcommittee was appointed, Phil Moershel,
Mike Klatt and Paul Reynolds, and charged with
responsibility of creating and maintaining an inventory of BoatHouse property. Phil and Mike
will focus on property associated with the building
while Paul will continue the job he assumed two
years ago of inventorying boats, motors and other
assets in the storage sheds and boatyard.
⇒ Important: note that abbreviated, easily accessible, emergency instructions are now placed at convenient locations in the conference center.
The special subcommittee appointed to plan and conduct the BoatHouse Inauguration will meet February
12 to begin putting together the April 6 and May 19
celebrations. Anyone interested in helping with these
extraspecial times is urged to say so -- we'd love to
hear from you!
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Les Cummings, President
The annual LTEF board meeting was held on
January 31, 2002. Elections were held and the following were elected to office for this calendar year: Frank
Lawler, VP; Connie Divine, Treasurer; Chad Cox,
Secretary; and Les Cummings, President. In addition,
Mr. David Shumake, an attorney from Oklahoma City,
was elected to a three-year term on the board. David
is a charter member of the Oklahoma City Sail and
Power Squadron and has been active in boating education for over 25 years. We are pleased to have David
as a member of the LTEF board and appreciate his interest in building the LTEF Endowment. Also, Roger
Elliott and Walter Hedrick completed their terms, and
were re-elected to another three-year term. The remaining members are: Bill Brackett, Scott Brown, Phil
Dame, Marilyn Friend, Howard Haines, Steve Johnson, and Charles Wesner. We are extremely fortunate
to have such a dedicated board of directors.
Please extend your appreciation to these individuals for all their hard work, dedication, and financial support for the BoatHouse. These board members
have personally donated over $23,000 for the BoatHouse as well as having provided thousands of dollars
in gifts-in-kind and thousands of hours of volunteer
labor.
A motion was made and approved to provide
an additional $3,000 to fund additional construction
costs and to fund the donor's wall-of-honor being designed for the BoatHouse. Our financial records have
been turned over to Mr. Rick Nash, CPA for our annual audit. In addition, Mr. Nash will be filing the
necessary IRS forms for our permanent non-profit determination.
Finally, the BoatHouse project is essentially
finished except for final electrical work, a few punchlist items and some landscaping and drainage work.
The LTEF extends it appreciation to all those who
have worked so hard and donated so much for this project. Don't forget, we still have financial needs. The
Lawler/Cummings matching gift program is still in
effect. Its not too late to have "your" name included
on the donor wall of honor.
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CONSTRUCTION:
Roger Elliott
BoatHouse Building Chair

As construction chairman, I take this opportunity to thank everyone for his or her continuing support in the construction of the BoatHouse. We are nearly to the point where we can sit back and enjoy
all the hard work and dedication, but not quite. I have been honored to be associated with the community-based project. This past month I'd like to extend the board's appreciation to Dave Craigie for heading up the landscaping project. Dave's good work in planning for the project and the help from the Sea
Scouts and many others was an extraordinary accomplishment.
Projects worked on or completed in January:
More electrical work was completed
Installed air grills in the library, hallway, and office--completed
Installed filtered air return grilles in main hall, library, and office--completed
Fix broken pin in the floating dock/walkway--temporarily fixed
More paint touchup--completed
Present proposal to TSC for telephone service--completed
Present proposal to TSC for alarm monitoring service--completed
Installation of ADA outside rails--completed
Complete caulking around counters in kitchen--completed
Complete vinyl floor molding installation in hallways--completed
Work on landscaping and sodding plan--north and west side is completed
Install kickplates on doors--completed
Install rain gutters (contract out)--completed
Library was repainted to match other walls--completed
Installed decorative wood molding on the counter closures for the kitchen--completed
Joevan and Cristi Bullard donated a stand-up freezer
Phil and Kathy donated decorative items
Karen Melgren donated a much needed pencil sharpener
Over 600 flower bulbs were planted

⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

Projects to complete:
⇒ Continue electrical work to the point to have the building inspected
⇒ Develop shelving plan in library and furniture needs list for library and office areas
⇒ Organize the storage container---committee formed to do this
⇒ Move construction materials to storage container--to do
⇒ Develop physical security plan for windows and sliding door--to do
⇒ Restroom exhaust vents and roof caps need to be installed by ABV Enterprises
⇒ More work to be done on drainage and landscaping on the east and south side of the BH
⇒ Installation of fencing on the north side and south side of the BH
⇒ Installation of fencing on the north end of the site to stop traffic from the Sandy Beach area
I strongly encourage all the partners to schedule some volunteer time on a monthly basis in support of the BoatHouse. This means cleaning, mopping floors, waxing floors, etc., etc., and all those
needed tasks to keep the BH looking great. A few hours by each partnering group each month will make
(See Construction on page 5)
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(Commodore from page 1)

The Sea Scouts are offering some of their used
boats for sale at the BoatHouse.
1. 1979 Santana 25 1/4 ton. $3500. Great boat,
with lots of sails and motor. No trailer. (gray) Currently at OKC Boatworks getting a new bottom.
2. 1969 Larson 16. M Scow. $600 with sails and
trailer.
3. Hobie 16, $600 with trailer and good sails. Extra mast $100 more.
4. Hobie 18, $800 with trailer and good sails.

to increase the numbers in sailing. Promotion of
the sport and our activities through the media of
course is critical, but having a curriculum, cadre
of instructors, member support, training boats,
and access to a facility to provide the community
with an affordable education that allows the student to confidently participate is vital.
According to the Roper Starch survey
“people who recreate outdoors on a regular basis
are more likely to be completely satisfied with
their lives.” We have an opportunity to touch the
lives of many in our community with an affordable and exciting sport. What we as a club do
with this opportunity depends on the participation
and energy of our membership. See you at the
next general meeting.
vbbabcvvvvvv6666667777788888aaaabb
(Construction from page 4)

Contact Rick Shaw 366-4656 (O) 872-8697 (R)
for more information or to view these great boats.

all the difference in the maintenance of the building and will reduce the hours continuously provided by those who have already given so much.
Also,
Many people are asking for ideas of items
that they can donate to the BH. We are planning
to form a small committee to identify needs and
will 'register' with Wal-Mart so anyone can drop
by to find out what items are needed. We will notify everyone when this registry is set up.

Phil Dame, chairman of the BoatHouse Interiors Committee is asking the membership for
donations of articles to place inside the BoatHouse. He is looking for articles such as pictures,
wall hangings, accessories, anything nautical to
decorate the BoatHouse interior. Please bring any
items you may have to the next general meeting
or contact Phil.
All articles donated will become property
of the BoatHouse and may or may not be used.
Any unused articles may be sold and the proceeds
used for other BoatHouse projects and expenses.

Finally, please mark Saturday, April 6th
on your calendar. This is the date for the
grand opening. All members of the TSC, Sea
Scout Ship, OUSCT, NROTC, Heart of Oklahoma Red Cross Chapter, Hobie Fleet #63,
representatives from US Sailing, representatives from the Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation, CSSA club representatives, donors, and volunteers are invited. We
will need RSVPs from those planning to attend.
We will need help from many of you for this
important and auspicious day. Also, we will
have an Open House for the general public on
Sunday, May 19th, and yes, we will need your
help here too.
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New Year Heralded by Weekend Warriors, AKA Sweat Equity Investors
Portents are favorable for the BoatHouse in 2002 as indicated by the turnout of Weekend Warriors on every weekend of January and the first of February.


Beginning with January 5-6, Scott Brown, Chad Cox, Les Cummings, Roger Elliott, Jerry Hargis, Kerry Knowles,
John Potts and myself pitched in to install base board, adjust window shades, attach door stops, caulk and do other odds
and ends. Jerry Hargis provided a good lunch of bar-b-que. On Sunday, Barbara and Les Cummings spent most of the
day planting bulbs...150 daffodils and 25 day lillies. Jumping ahead a bit, Chad Cox and Emily and Hadley Jerman continued this project on January 20 and the Cummings finished it up this past Sunday, February 3. Over 400 plantings.
Boy-o-boy! This spring and many to come will be lovely at the BoatHouse.



On Friday, January 11, Les Cummings met with officials of the Dept. of Tourism and the Bureau of Reclamation. They
were positively impressed with what's been accomplished. On that Saturday, Roger Elliott and Les kicked off the work
around 8:30, removing grills from air returns and measuring for installation elsewhere in the building. Kerry Knowles
arrived with needed parts, frames and molding. Kudos to John Potts for picking up and delivering the grills and filters.
In addition to building the frames, Kerry also finished some touch up painting on the restroom doors. We are most appreciative of the work Kerry has provided and his donations of metal doors, mirrors, and construction materials. David
and Rita Hendricks stopped by around noon and lent a hand with touchup painting and painting the wooden frames of
the grills and, as if they hadn't done enough, took us all to lunch at the T-bird Cafe. Lester Vaughn of ABV Enterprises
stopped by and set out the roof caps and metal pipe that will be used for the exhaust fans in the restrooms. On Sunday,
Barbara Schindler spend the morning mopping the floors to remove the drywall dust Saturday's work. Les Cummings
taped and painted the library, giving it a second coat. Paul Reynolds and family arrived in time to dump the waste cans
of junk discarded on Saturday.



A historic step forward for the BoatHouse project was made Saturday, January 19 --Phil Dame convened a newly formed
committee charged with decorating the interior of the building. Along with Phil were Pam Bradford, Les Cummings
and Karen Mellgren sitting down to define the duties & policies of the group. Also on the committee are Emily and
Hadley Jerman, of OUSCT, Jacques Landry and Pam Sewell. Also that day, Les and Dave Craigie did paint
touchup on the walls, mopping and cleaning. In late morning I arrived to do the relatively easy task of changing the marquee on the entry sign, but wound up spending a lot of time puzzling about why two gate locks failed in one day! Thankfully, spares were on hand.
Late on that day, Joevan Bullard brought an upright freezer that he and Christi donated to the BoatHouse. A great
gift, Christi and Joevan. Thanks for all that great ice and other cold things we'll all enjoy this summer.



Sod laying and landscaping at the BoatHouse progressed wonderfully the weekend of January 25-27. A great turnout of
Sea Scouts and Sea Scout parents, TSC members, and LTEF board members did wonders on the landscaping and other
improvements of the BoatHouse. Dave Craigie, Les Cummings, Roger Elliott, Mark Ghigliotti, Kerry Knowles,
Jerry Lojka, Jamie Lynch, Phil and Sam Moershel, Meagan Oelke, Karen Thurston, Mary Ann Secrist, Rick
Shaw, Analiese, Andrea, Elise and Leonhard Striz, Phil Trotter, Tom Weider and Charles Wesner. Besides TSC
and LTEF, partner organizations represented were Fleet 63, the Norman Sail and Power Squadron and Sea Scout Ship
5790.
Accomplishments? Dave Craigie worked all of Friday with State Park employees Sherman Johnson, Birl Marti, Calvin Newby and others to move three loads of topsoil in preparation for Saturday. Also in preparation, Phil Trotter picked
up and delivered two pallets of sod.
Saturday, volunteers placed railroad ties, laid sod and placed parking bumpers. Mary Anne Secrist brought a delicious
lasagna luncheon and some 12-14 people feasted on the delicious luncheon. Kerry Knowles, Dave Craigie, and Les
Cummings later installed hangers for shelves in the BH storage area and installed the last filtered air return grille.
Les Cummings had this to say about the day, "It was a great work day, one that proved that many hands make light work.
If we had not had the help from the scouts and others, several volunteers would have had to work Sunday as well to complete the project. This is truly a labor of love for many."

I can't improve for a closing, except to add that the whole month was productive and positive in every way. If January is a
barometer for the year, the BoatHouse is in for a good one!
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PROGRAMS & PUBLICITY: Howard Haines, Chair
Chad Cox is making good progress with designing a web
site for the BoatHouse and LTEF. He has examined several
sites that achieve the same ends as we need. The site will
be in addition to the TSC site and will deal specifically with
BoatHouse and Foundation concerns.
Last month I listed the events scheduled so far for 2002.
We can look forward to the busiest and best year yet. The
P&P group is now in the midst of advertising and otherwise
broadcasting the events and programs. Some different venues are being explored, such as Karen Mellgren's effort to
have BoatHouse items included in publications by the city
about recreation possibilities.
As with the Management Committee, feel free to sit in and
participate in the meetings of the P&P group. The Calendar
shows the next meeting.

Mainsheet Quiz

Who placed the classified ad in the box to the
right in a London newspaper in 1914 and
where was he going?
Send your answer to TyneCot@aol.com.
No prizes will be offered, only honour and recognition in next month’s Mainsheet for the first correct answer. The editor also welcomes quiz
questions to tuck into the Mainsheet in the
months to come.

Training Opportunities
⇒ Nonprofit Management Series, Sarkeys Foundation, Norman. A series of monthly presentations by recognized authorities on different
aspects of nonprofit administration and management. Call Howard, 447-4974
⇒ Become a certified US Sailing instructor.
Richard Shaw will be conducting a Level 1
(Beginning sailing) instructor class May 9-12.
Richard is qualified under US Sailing guidelines as a Instructor Trainer and will be conducting the class as a service to our club. Tuition is $100 for TSC members plus membership in US Sailing. The class will be presented
only if sufficient students are enrolled at least
a month prior. Act now. Contact Richard at
366-4656 or rshaw@email.usps.gov.
Further info: Contact Howard at 447-4974 or
hhaines@ou.edu

M

EN WANTED for Hazardous Journey,
Small Wages, bitter cold, long months of
complete darkness, constant danger, safe return
doubtful. Honour and recognition in case of success.

Calendar
Date
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Day & Time

Event and place

Feb 11th

Monday, 7:00 PM

Programs & Publicity meeting, 515 Macy

Feb 15th

Friday, 8:00 PM

TSC General Meeting BoatHouse

Feb 17th

Sunday, 1:00 PM

Management Committee, BoatHouse

Feb 21st

Thursday, 6:30 PM

LTEF Board Meeting, BoatHouse

April 6

Saturday

BoatHouse Inauguration

April 20-21

Saturday-Sunday

BoatHouse Inaugural Regatta (traditionally The Dogwood Regatta)
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2002 Executive Committee

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Friday, February 15th
7:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Comm Bill Brackett..........……….…..329-7417
<bbrackett@ou.edu>
Vice Comm Karen Mellgren……….….321-7968
<knowles48@aol.com>
Rear Comm Jerry Lojka…....………...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........……….….751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Pam Bradford...........……….....360-1588
<pbradford@ou.edu>
Treas Barbara Schindler……………...321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan…………..366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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BoatHouse Launch
Set for April 6th
After years of planning, fundraising and
construction, the BoatHouse will be officially
launched on Saturday, April 6th.
Registration will be at 1:30 p.m. with the
program beginning at 2:00 p.m. The Master of
Ceremonies will be Ron Stahl of the Oklahoma
Department of Tourism and Recreation and our
honored guests for the event will be David
Rosekrans, President of US Sailing, State
Representative Bill Nations, State Senator Cal
Hobson, and John Russmeyer, the Director of
State Parks for the Oklahoma Department of
Tourism and Recreation. Additional remarks
concerning the BoatHouse will be made by
Thunderbird Sailing Club members Les
Cummings and Howard Haines.

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations
P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Vice Commodore Karen Mellgren
Come on out to the April 19th general
meeting and enjoy the extra hour of sunlight
for a casual social gathering. As always,
please bring a dish to share with the group.
There will be only a brief business meeting
of some items that we will need to vote on
as members. There will be some preregistration going on for the Dogwood
Regatta that starts Saturday and runs
through Sunday afternoon.
Those of you who will have participated in
the April 14th practice starts with Janie
Davis, fleet captain, can share your
experiences and ask questions of your
fellow members.
See you there!!

Following these remarks, the BoatHouse
will officially be christened by Susan Hendon,
Manager, Lake Thunderbird State Park.
Refreshments will be served and all in attendance
will have the opportunity to tour the facility.
Please plan on attending this culmination
of all of the hard work of our membership and the
members of our allied organizations.
TSC
members are urged to park in the lot at the corner
of Indian Point Rd. and Alameda St. A shuttle to
the BoatHouse will run from this lot beginning at
12:30 p.m.

A hearty Welcome aboard to New
Members
Bob & Cindy Caughran
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DOGWOOD REGATTA on Lake Thunderbird
CSSA Sanctioned Event
Saturday and Sunday, April 20-21, 2002
Hosted by Thunderbird Sailing Club at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse,
Norman, OK
FLEETS: All keelboat, centerboard and multihull
classes are welcome. Four or more boats of the same
class make a one-design class; otherwise spinnaker,
non-spinnaker, centerboard and multihull handicap
fleets. A boat entering as a member of a one-design
class shall conform to class rules.
RULES: The race will be governed by the Rules as
defined in the 2001-2004 Racing Rules of Sailing,
the CSSA Sailing Instructions with supplemental
Local Appendix.
HANDICAPPING & SCORING: Boats not competing
as one-design classes shall be grouped as fleets and
handicapped according to the current US SAILING
Portsmouth Yardstick with wind correction factors.
Low Point scoring.
TROPHIES: One trophy for four boat fleets; 2 for 8;
3 for 12; 4 for 16 or more.
SCHEDULE: Five races scheduled
FRIDAY April 19 Registration ......................1700-2000
SATURDAY April 20
Registration, coffee, juice, donuts……...0800to 1000
Competitors' Meeting……………………..... 1045
Harbor Gun …………………........ (Approx.) 1120
Warning Signal, 1st Start …..........(Approx.) 1155
Warning Signals for later races ASAP after the previous finish.
Refreshments and supper ………………
1800

SUNDAY April 21
Coffee, juice, donuts…......................................0700
Harbor Gun …………………..........(Approx.) 0820
Warning Signal - next start. ...........(Approx.) 0855
Warning Signal for later race(s) ASAP after the previous finish.
But, no race will be started later than 1200 hours.
Trophy Presentation ………………….............1400

DIRECTIONS: Lake Thunderbird is 12 miles east of
Norman. To reach the BoatHouse from the north or
east locate the Choctaw Rd. exit from I-40 (exit 166).
Drive south on Choctaw Rd to Alameda Dr. Turn east
on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and
proceed to the Stop sign just before the road ends in the
lake. Turn left, drive north approximately 1/3rd mile to
the first right (see map).
Coming from the south on I-35 -- Take Oklahoma
Highway 9 east to 84th Ave. North on 84th Ave. to
Alameda Dr. East on Alameda some four miles to the
Park then on to the regatta site as directed above.
FACILITIES: Ramp at
BoatHouse
for
centerboard
boats;
Ramps for keelboats
and
multihulls
as
shown on the map.
Beach and dock space
for overnight storage.
Two marinas with
usual
services.
Restaurant
and
campgrounds
in
immediate
area.
ATTN: STATE LAW requires that all boats have a copy
of their registration aboard.

INFO? PRE-REGISTER?
Regatta Chair Janie Davis (405) 751-7271 or
jdsail@email.msn.com

Please Reserve MEALS by April 13.
Regatta Fees
Skipper and boat…..$22
Skipper must be a member of CSSA or of their
local Regional Sailing Association. The $10
membership may be purchased at the regatta.
Skippers who are members of US Sailing will
receive a $2 deduction.
Crew….$5 per

Box lunches for Saturday
and Sunday…….............................$5/meal
Saturday supper……………… $10/meal
Checks payable to Thunderbird Sailing Club.
Mail to Dogwood Regatta, c/o TSC, P.O. Box
1086, Norman, OK 73070-1086
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

Book Review: 5 anchor rating system

Les Cummings, President

Rated: 4 anchors

The Broken Lands by Robert Edric
Fiction
For those in the club that like to read books about
anything nautical, here is one that may interest
you. Although this is a novel, the story is
founded on expedition logs and personal journals
of early Arctic explorers. The author is
descriptive in ship construction and many aspects
of life aboard the exploring vessels. The reader
will feel the fear and pain of the party members
as they endure years of exposure to extreme cold
and endless hardships on the ice.
Rated: 4 anchors
The Terrible Hours by Peter Maas
Non-fiction
Prior to the development of deep water rescue
equipment, a downed submarine was assumed lost,
barring a miraculous delivery. The author tracks the
development of attitudes toward the submariners and
the rescue equipment, culminating in the rescue of the
crew of the Squalus as she rested on the bottom just
off the New England coast.
The year is 1939.
FLEET CAPTAIN Janie Davis

JUST A REMINDER TO THE MEMBERSHIP that
we will be having practice starts in preparation for the
Dogwood Regatta on Sunday, April 14th. Meet at the
BoatHouse at 1:00 p.m. for a familiarization review of
the starting sequences.
In addition, please note on the Notice of Race
for the Dogwood that any lunches or the Saturday
dinner MUST be ordered in advance (by April 13th)
so that we can have an accurate count for the caterers.
We implemented this policy so that we wouldn't come
up short and on the other hand wouldn't end up
paying for a lot of food that wasn't consumed. So
please get your orders in as soon as possible.
See you on the 14th!

3

S

over the
past few months. We have had no response from
the Norman Youth Foundation or the OkieWorld
Foundation of Norman. The BoatUS Foundation declined to contribute to the LTEF through a grant or
through an ask for gift certificates. We have also written an ask to West Marine for gift certificates. West
Marine has provided gift certificates for the LTEF programs for the past two years and we expect they will
assist us again this year. We have also submitted a
proposal to the Noble Foundation for review at their
Board Meeting in mid-April. A grant was submitted
to Sarkey's Foundation in February but was withdrawn
because we had not received our final 501©(3) determination letter from the IRS. However, the letter from
the IRS has finally arrived and we will submit to
Sarkeys again in June. And, Yes, we now have our
permanent non-profit determination!
EVERAL GRANTS HAVE BEEN WRITTEN

The audit draft has been completed and the IRS Form
990 will be filed this month. A financial report will be
submitted in next months Mainsheet.
We thank Vesta Gettys for contributing to the purchase of the beautiful double-oven for the BoatHouse.
We also express our appreciation for the contribution
from the Norman Power Squadron, the large coffee
pot from Steve and Sandy Johnson, and the donation
from Pat and Helen Morrison just to mention a few of
the gifts in March.
Dave Shumake, LTEF attorney, has developed the bylaw resolution creating the LTEF Endowment Fund.
The resolution was proposed at the March LTEF board
meeting and will be voted on at the April LTEF board
meeting. Dave has not only contributed the first endowment gift, but he is actively encouraging other organizations to contribute to the endowment as well.
We appreciate Dave's good work on behalf of the
LTEF and to Boating Safety in Oklahoma!
Finally, the BoatHouse has been completed without
debt and without the need to borrow any funds thanks
to those who have given financial contributions, giftsin-kind, or sweat-equity labor.
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BoatHouse Management
& Programs
PROGRAMS & PUBLICITY: Howard Haines, Chair
Program and Publicity folks met at my home March 11.
The main item was how to approach advertising of
programs and BoatHouse activities for the 2002 season.
After a lot of good ideas were presented
♦

♦

♦

It was decided to rewrite the fund raising, marketing
folder in terms of the present status of the BoatHouse.
That is, the present folder is written from the
standpoint of the 'future' building and facility. A new
folder would be present ideas for the continued success
of the BoatHouse facility.
Poster of the 2002 programs will be designed. Much
as was done in 2001 we will have good sized poster
showing programs, classes, events and how to make
contact along with a smaller edition. These will be
posted in strategic locations and mailed to interested
parties.
Flyers dedicated to one-time events, such as classes,
will be written and posted in likely spots. This is as we
done in the last two years by way of advertising
classes.

Let me repeat this plea again this month.
A Special Plea! We need certified instructors for our
beginning classes and junior camps. Several members in
the club have expressed interest in becoming instructors.
Why not take advantage of the Level 1 (Beginning sailing)
instructor class May 9-12 (see Training Opportunities)?
As a member of TSC, $100 plus US Sailing membership,
gets you US Sailing and American Red Cross certification.
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MANAGEMENT: Howard Haines, Chair Mngt Comm
As was predicted in February for March, everyone on the
Management Committee has been busy preparing for the
BoatHouse Launching.
In other business the Management Committee met Sunday,
March 10, at the BoatHouse. Besides reviewing progress
with the Launching the committee
♦ Created a subcommittee responsible for defining a
BoatHouse-wide insurance program. At this writing,
Phil Dame has made significant progress on establishing
the cost of insurance. This subcommittee will suggest a
fair and sufficient insurance procedure that will become
part of the BoatHouse working policy.
♦ Installation of a street lamp was approved. Location
will be directly across the parking lot from the building.
The next meeting of Management Comm. is Sunday, April
14, 9:AM at the BoatHouse. All are welcomed.
vbbabcvvvvvv6666667777788888aaaabb
Saturday and Sunday, March23 -24 saw the
BoatHouse headquartering the Hobie Division 14 Race
Management Seminar. Paul Ulibarri, a noted authority
instructed the approx. thirty budding race officers
including our own Vesta Gettys and John Potts.
Saturday, March 30, had a great crew out polishing
floors, installing the Hall of Honor items and doing
odd jobs in the restrooms. The crew? Bill Brackett,
Roger Carr (Norman Sail & Power), Chad Cox, Les,
Roger and Sheri Elliott, Connie Divine, Vesta Gettys,
Kerry Knowles, Karen Mellgren, John Potts, Paul
Reynolds, Barbara Schindler and her guest Pablo
Gonzales, Camissa, Karen Thurston, Rick Shaw, Elise
Striz, Sea Scouts of Ship 5790 and Howard.

The next meeting of Programs and Publicity is Monday,
April 8, 7PM at Chad Cox's (2241 Ravenwood, Hall Park).

Tuesday, April 2, was when Chad Cox, the Mop &
Glo Lone Ranger, did the finishing touches on the
floors by himself.

BoatHouse Construction Update

A big hand, warm fuzzies, and 'jobs well done' for all these
good folks!

We've enjoyed a lot of good work at the BoatHouse over
the last few weekends.
Sunday morning, March 10, Les Cummings, Roger
Elliott and Howard Haines laid sod.
Saturday, March 16, Les, Roger, Mike Klatt, Paul
Reynolds, Camissa Stewart, and Howard spent the
morning cleaning and straightening up the boatyard
and then ate a wonderful lunch of submarine
sandwiches and the fixins provided by Camissa.

If you get a chance, tune in A&E on Sunday, April
7th at 7:00 p.m. for the story of Ernest Shackleton and the
voyage of the Endurance.
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Mainsheet Editor George LeVan
The Mainsheet is taking on advertising
starting this month. Our rates are reasonable which is
a nice way of saying real cheap. We feel that by
running a limited number of ads, some income can be
generated for the club to help defray the costs of
printing and postage for the mailed copies of the
Mainsheet and also to let the membership know which
businesses in the area are supporters of the
Thunderbird Sailing Club.
Jill LeVan, formerly an ad rep for the Norman
Transcript, has been sending out materials, making
phone calls, and meeting with prospective advertisers.
Many thanks to Jill for her hard work.
If you have a business you would like to see in
the Mainsheet, or have a friend who might be
interested in advertising, please contact Jill at 3641958 or tynecot@aol.com. More importantly, I would
hope that the members of the TSC would patronize our
advertisers, let them know you saw their ad in the
Mainsheet and thank them for their support of the
club.
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Mainsheet Quiz
Honour and recognition goes to Howard
Haines, who correctly identified the picture in last
month's issue as one of the islands in the Isles des
Saintes, part of Guadeloupe. Specifically, we were
looking at Bourg Des Saintes, on the island of Terre
D'En Haut. The Saintes are located 17 NM SSW of
Guadeloupe's largest city, Pointe a Pitre and 16 NM
NNW of Portsmouth, Dominica.
This month's quiz could be subtitled "Great
Bars of the World." Anchored in The Bight on
Norman Island, British Virgin Islands is a boat named
The William Thornton, affectionately know to the
locals as The Willy T. It serves marginal food but
great drinks and the party goes on as long as anyone is
left standing. Your editor fell in love with the place as
it was where we made bar-fall after a 5 day passage
from Cartegena , Columbia a few years ago.
No doubt Mr. Thornton would be spinning in
his grave if he knew such a dive was named after him.
So this month's question is, simply, who was William
Thornton and why do you figure a ship in the BVI
would be named for him? Send your answer to
tynecot@aol.com, even if it's wrong. I would like to
know that someone actually reads this column.

For Sale – LTEF boats – Contact 405-447-4974
1981 Achilles Inflatable boat. 10’ with plywood floor
and 4 HP Eska outboard. $400.
1980 Express Wind Mk. IV sailboat. 14’. Sails and
rigging complete, trailer included. $600.

Don't you wish Lake
Thunderbird looked like this?

1985 Force 5 sailboat. 13’ 10½”. Sails and rigging
complete, includes trailer. $500.
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CONSTRUCTION: Roger Elliott, BoatHouse Building
Chair
Another busy month has passed. More landscaping work
has been completed and many flowers are now blooming on
the hill across the parking lot from the BoatHouse. A
flagpole has been donated and installed, a fence and gate
was installed by Park staff, and several LTEF board
members and Mike Klatt of the OUSCT cleaned up the boat
storage yard. Phil and Sam Moershel have pressure washed
the metal storage container in preparation for painting.
More electrical work has also been completed, and we
express our appreciation to Scott Brown and OKC Electric,
Inc. Scott has not only designed the electrical plans but he
has also installed most of the electrical systems as well. In
addition, Scott has contributed over $4,000 to pay for the
materials and labor. The LTEF expresses its appreciation to
Scott Brown, and we encourage all the BoatHouse partners
to thank him as well
The wall-of-honor plaques have been constructed by John
Potts, John Knowles, and Kerry Knowles with the castings
and plates created by and purchased from Sooner Trophy.
John Potts and Gus Shaver did the layout with input from
Roger Elliott, Howard Haines and others. Please stop by
the BoatHouse to see the beautiful plaques recognizing our
donors, partners, and volunteers. Kerry Knowles has also
donated and installed some door closures and stops to the
outside doors and has contributed more hardware for the
restrooms.
I express my appreciation to John Potts for his professional
assistance, his consulting, his patience, and his hard work
throughout this project. Norm Abrams has nothing on Mr.
John Potts and we are in John's debt.
February construction/landscaping projects include the
following:
More electrical work completed, including hot-water
heaters (yes, we have hot water) and main room floor
outlets.
Stainless hardware for clothes hangers and curtain rods
have been installed.
Ms. Patti Jay has sewn a set of curtains for the dressing
rooms in the restrooms.
The storage container is being organized.
The thermostatically controlled attic fans have been wired
and are working.
A beautiful double oven has been purchased.
More sod was installed on the East Side of the BoatHouse.
Park Personnel installed fencing on the north side of the
BoatHouse and a security fence was installed to control
access to the area from the campground north of the
BathHouse.
Flagpole has been installed.
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Training Opportunities
⇒ Nonprofit Management Series, Sarkeys
Foundation, Norman. A series of monthly
presentations by recognized authorities on
different aspects of nonprofit administration and
management. Call Howard, 447-4974
⇒ Become a certified US Sailing instructor. Richard
Shaw will be conducting a Level 1 (Beginning
sailing) instructor class May 9-12. Richard is
qualified under US Sailing guidelines as a
Instructor Trainer and will be conducting the class
as a service to our club. Tuition is $100 for TSC
members plus membership in US Sailing. The
class will be presented only if sufficient students
are enrolled at least a month prior. Act now.
Contact Richard at 366-4656 or rshaw@email.
usps.gov.
Further info: Contact Howard at 447-4974 or
hhaines@ou.edu

Signage has been designed and ordered and is to be
installed prior to April 6.
The BoatHouse has been cleaned from "stem" to "stern."
Projects to complete: (yes, this list is getting shorter)
Continue electrical work to the point of having the building
inspected.
Develop shelving plan and furniture plans for library and
office areas.
Organize the storage container---in process.
Paint the storage container before April 6th--Sea Scouts
have volunteered to do this.
Move unneeded construction materials to storage container.
Develop physical security plan for windows and sliding
door.
We need volunteers to develop the 'registry' at Wal-Mart for
items needed at the BH.
We will need lots of help to move the dock; we will put out
a call for help later this month
Again, I strongly encourage all the partners to
schedule some volunteer time on a monthly basis in support
of the BoatHouse. This means cleaning, mopping floors,
waxing floors, etc., etc., and all those small tasks needed to
keep the BH looking great. A few hours by each partnering
group each month will make all the difference in the
maintenance of the building and will reduce the hours
continuously provided by those who have already given so
much. Call Howard to schedule your organization's
clean-up volunteer hours.
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Opening Weekends in May

Above: John Potts, Roger Elliott and Kerry Knowles
stand in front of the Wall of Honor. This plaque,
recently installed at the BoatHouse, lists all of those
who have contributed their money, time and materials
to make the BoatHouse a reality.

Hours
Fridays 5 - 10 PM
Saturdays 11 AM - 10 PM
Sundays 11 AM - 9 PM
Live Music
Book your Party 321-5670

Above Left: Bob Heaslet, manager, and Sharn Highlander from West Marine gave insight to new safety
gear from their store at the March club meeting.
Karen Mellgren and Bill Brackett thanked them for
demonstrating the items for the members.

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and place

April 6th

Saturday, 1:30 p.m.

BoatHouse Launching Ceremony

April 8th

Monday, 7:00 p.m.

Programs & Publicity, Chad Cox's home, 2241 Ravenwood, Hall Park

April 14th

Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Management Committee, BoatHouse

April 14th

Sunday, 1:00 p.m.

Starting Sequence Familiarization, Practice Starts, BoatHouse

April 19th

Friday, 7:00 p.m.

TSC General Meeting BoatHouse

April 25th

Thursday, 6:30 p.m.

LTEF Board Meeting, BoatHouse

April 20-21

Saturday-Sunday

CSSA Dogwood Regatta, hosted by TSC, BoatHouse

Apr 26 - 28

Friday-Sunday

Small Boat Sailing for Adults, BoatHouse, also given May 3-5

May 19th

Sunday

Public Open House, BoatHouse
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2002 Executive Committee

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Friday, April 19
7:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Comm Bill Brackett..........……….…..329-7417
<bbrackett@ou.edu>
Vice Comm Karen Mellgren…….….….321-7968
<knowles48@aol.com>
Rear Comm Jerry Lojka…....….……...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….….….751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Pam Bradford...........……...….....360-1588
<pbradford@ou.edu>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…...321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan…………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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Mainsheet
May 2002
Thunderbird Sailing Club

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations
P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Dogwood Regatta A Success !
Submitted by Bill Brackett

The Lake Thunderbird Sailing Club hosted the Dogwood Regatta April 20-21, with the
headquarters located at the BoatHouse. This was the first Central States Sailing Association sanctioned
race of the season with twenty seven racers coming from as far away as Nebraska. The sailors sailed
three short courses on Saturday and finished the day with a dinner at the BoatHouse that evening. Then
two short courses were conducted on Sunday to complete the event. Sailors encountered various
conditions including slight breezes to heavy air, with a number of small boat capsizes. To increase the
excitement there were a number of close races. According to Janie Davis, Fleet Captain of the Lake
Thunderbird Sailing Club, “this regatta kicks off the racing season for most of these sailors and it marks
our first main event at the new Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse.” Bill Brackett, TSC Commodore, said “to
put on a regatta like this takes a real club effort and our members responded with enthusiasm in all
areas.” Winners and where they are from are listed in order of placement within the fleet they raced:
Keelboat Fleet: Walter Hedrick, Phil Trotter, Craig Sutter, Phil Moershel, all from Norman
San Juan Fleet: Roger Kerr, Tulsa; Jay Sawyer, Holdredge, NE; Allen Archer, Wichita, KS; Ray
Shirley, Andover, KS
Centerboard Fleet: Mike Galoob, Norman; Mark Ghigliotti, Norman; Paul Reynolds, Norman; Jamie
Lynch, Norman
Sunfish Fleet: Tim Fitzgerald, Wichita, KS; Warren Fitzpatrick, Wichita, KS; Michael Gent, Tulsa; John
Potts, Norman
Dinghies cross the starting line in
the Dogwood Regatta at Lake
Thunderbird this past weekend.
From left to right are Gary
Beddow, Tulsa; Katy Towles,
Oklahoma City; Andrew Brett,
Oklahoma City; Betsy Beddow,
Tulsa; and Jaci Wolf, Bethany.
More pictures may be seen in the
gallery section of the web site at
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org.
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
BOATHOUSE IS LAUNCHED
On April 6, 2002 a six year dream was realized as the
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse was officially launched
in a festive and well attended ceremony. The
BoatHouse partnership consists of the Thunderbird
Sailing Club, OU Sailing Club and Team, OU
NROTC, Oklahoma City and Norman Sail and Power
Squadrons, Oklahoma Department of Tourism and
Recreation, Heart of Oklahoma Chapter of the
American Red Cross, US Bureau of Reclamation,
Norris Marine, Inc., Hobie Fleet #63, and Sea Scout
Ship #5790.
Speakers for the ceremony included Dave Rosekrans,
president of US Sailing, Les Cummings, LTEF
president, Howard Haines, State Sen. Cal Hobson,
State Rep. Bill Nations, who read a proclamation
from Governor Keating declaring April 6,2002 as
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse day in Oklahoma.
And thanks to gifts, grants and in-kind contributions
of over $200,000 the goal of completing the 2,500 sq.
foot BoatHouse debt free has been realized.
More detailed information on the Launching
Ceremony may be found in the LTEF report on page 3
and on our website at www.thunderbirdsailingclub.
org.
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Mainsheet Editor George LeVan

Support your local advertisers !
The Mainsheet advertising department, located
on the 23rd floor of the Mainsheet Building
overlooking beautiful Lake Thunderbird and run by Jill
LeVan has been hard at work as you can see from the
different look of this month's Mainsheet. We have sold
over $500 worth of advertising for the next few
months. This money will go to defray the cost of
printing and mailing the Mainsheet each month and
help to fund the TSC's other expenses.
Most of our advertisers have told us that they
are running their ads not so much to see their business
revenues go through the roof, but as a way of offering
their support for the Club and all that we do. I hope
that club members will do their best to patronize these
businesses. The majority of us have probably dealt
with them in the past, but this summer make an extra
attempt to visit them and let them know you saw their
ad in the Mainsheet.
For example, our first advertiser was Clear
Bay Café. Their opening night was May 3rd and since
our Sunday School class usually gets together for
dinner and many beers on Friday nights, and it just
somehow happened that it was Jill's turn to pick the
place, we ended up at Clear Bay Café with about 18
people and a good time was had by all.

No Mainsheet Quiz this Month
Because I ran out of room. But honour and recognition
go to Frank Lawler for correctly saying that William
Thornton (1738-1826) was a Tortolan who submitted
the winning design for the U.S. Capitol Building.

Emcee Ron Stahl of the Okla. Dept. of Tourism introduces
Lake Thunderbird Park Manager Susan Hendon who
officially christened the BoatHouse with a bottle of bubbly,
as Les Cummings, LTEF president, looks on.
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Les Cummings, President
BoatHouse Launching Ceremony:
What more can I say, the Launching Ceremony was
absolutely terrific! Even the rain and cold could not
dampen the spirits of the 160 or so partners, donors,
volunteers, and special guests who attended the
ceremony. The LTEF board of directors extends its
appreciation to everyone who helped out before,
during, and following the Launching, and especially to
the members of the BoatHouse Launching Committee
and to the partners for all their hard work.
We also extend our appreciation to Marilyn Friend,
Senator Cal Hobson, Representative Bill Nations,
BoatHouse Manager Howard Haines, U.S. Sailing
President Dave Rosekrans, and of course to our emcee,
Ron Stahl. The video taken by Mrs. Lisa Romines is
being edited at this time, and the photos taken by Jerry
Hargis, Bill Brackett, and others will help document
this important occasion for our archives.
Keep in mind that the Launching Ceremony was only
the first half of the program to introduce the
BoatHouse to the general public and to the
Thunderbird Community. It's now up to the partners
themselves to take part in the Open House on the
afternoon of May 19. The Open House is scheduled to
provide each partner the opportunity to solicit new
members by providing information about their
programs. We thank Vesta Gettys for chairing the
event and encourage each partner to have information
and programs of interest for your visitors on May 19.
Please notify Vesta of your organization's plans and
she will see that Jerry Hargis, our PR contact, will
include this in the media releases.
Thunderbird BoatHouse project announced
nationally by U.S. Sailing Association and U.S.
Power Squadron:
In the coming month an article about the BoatHouse
project will be published in the American Sailor, the
monthly magazine published by U.S. Sailing. President
Dave Rosekrans, one of our featured speakers at the
Launching Ceremony, has written an introduction for
the article and yours truly has provided the information
for the main body of the article. In addition, the article
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will also be published in Cruising World, and Sailing
World. Ms. Penny Piva Rego, Communications
director at U.S. Sailing said that the circulation of
these three magazines would reach approximately
150,000 readers.
In addition to the publication from U.S.Sailing,
another article will be published in the U.S. Power
Squadron's monthly publication "Ensign". This article,
written by yours truly has been published in the May
edition. This article has already been posted on the
TSC website. Our appreciation to Penny Piva Rego of
U.S. Power Squadron for her help getting this
published and to Mark Hancock, of the Oklahoma
Journal, for allowing his photo to be used in the
publication.
Thunderbird BoatHouse
"BoatHouse Road":

now

located

on

We express our appreciation to Susan Hendon,
Thunderbird State Park Manager, for allowing "Beach
Road" to be renamed "BoatHouse Rd" in honor of the
BoatHouse project. In addition, we express our
appreciation to Angelo Lombardo and the City of
Norman for having the sign constructed for us and to
the City of Norman, for charging a very nominal cost
for the street sign. Finally we thank Sherman Johnson,
Jimmy Marti and Birl Marti for removing the old sign
and installing the new sign per instructions from John
Ressmeyer, Director of State Parks, and Susan
Hendon.
Resurfacing of the Indian Point/BoatHouse parking
lot:
Thanks to support from Susan Hendon, Manager of
Thunderbird State Park, the Department of Tourism
and Recreation, the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation, State Representative Bill Nations, and
State Senator Cal Hobson, we have been notified that
the entire parking lot, including the boatyard will be
resurfaced with 3" of asphalt in early fall 2002. In
addition, we are working closely with Fred Landefeld
of the Bureau of Reclamation, Susan, and the
Department of Tourism and Recreation regarding
adequate drainage and erosion control. We are
cautiously optimistic that the BOR will fund this
important project. We also thank Phil Moershel and
Wayne E. Fjeseth for their help with these important
issues.
(See LTEF on page 6)
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BoatHouse Management
& Programs
CONSTRUCTION: Roger Elliott, BoatHouse Building

Thanks for everyone's help in getting the BoatHouse
spiffed up for the "Launching Ceremony". A special
thank you to the BH Decorating committee chaired by
Phil Dame! We also extend our appreciation to
Charles and Lyntha Wesner for donating the beautiful
flowers on the deck. They donated and installed the
hardware for the hanging flowers and planted day lilies
along the south side of the BH as well.

maintenance of the building and will reduce the hours
continuously provided by those who have already
given so much. Call Howard to schedule your
organization's clean-up volunteer hours.
Thanks again for attending the Launching
Ceremony. Like you, I was very proud of our facility
and especially proud of our many hard working
partners. Finally, we will have an Open House for the
general public on Sunday, May 19th, and yes, we will
need your help here too.

MCDERMOTT SAILS ● OKC
Kevin Mott

Please come by to see the Lake Thunderbird
BoatHouse sign now installed at the entry of the BH.
Please express your appreciation to John and Gus Potts
for their help in designing the sign. Also, we are
pleased to announce that a new street light has been
installed on the hill just west of the BH parking lot.
This street light will provide much needed lighting and
security for evening events.
With the Launching Ceremony and Dogwood regattas
scheduled in April, we have not scheduled many
construction projects at the BH. However, some of the
upcoming projects are:
• Continue electrical work to the point of having the
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

building inspected
Develop shelving plan and furniture plans for library
and office areas
Organize the storage container---in process
Paint the storage container--Sea Scouts have
volunteered to do this
Move unneeded construction materials to storage
container--to do
Develop physical security plan for windows and
sliding door--to do
We need volunteers to develop the 'registry' at WalMart for items needed at the BH
We will need lots of help to move the dock; we will
put out a call for help as needed
Help will be needed to construct the brick patio just
to the north of the deck.

Again, I strongly encourage all the partners to schedule
some volunteer time on a monthly basis in support of
the BoatHouse. This means cleaning, mopping,
waxing floors, and all those small tasks needed to keep
the BH looking great. A few hours by each partnering
group each month will make all the difference in the
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858-0327

Bruce McDermott

New and Used Sails
Sail Repair and Recuts
PHRF Optimization
Canvas Repairs  Inventory Consultations
 Sail and Tiller Covers






Business Hours: By Appointment
Skipper's Key Award to Rick Shaw and
Ship 5790

THE LAST FRONTIER COUNCIL OF BOY SCOUTS
awarded the Skipper's Key to Richard Shaw
Friday evening, April 26. The award recognizes
three years of quality programs and activities by
the Sea Scouts and adult leadership of Ship 5790.
The ceremony was part of the district meeting of
the council at Norman Regional Hospital.
Congratulations and job-well done to Rick Shaw
and all those of Ship 5790 for the hard work and
dedication that led to this recognition.

A Hearty Welcome Aboard to New
Members
Ronnie & Melanie Draper
Dan Cagle
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FLEET CAPTAIN Janie Davis
THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO HAS HELPED, April
was a great kickoff for our racing season. During the
afternoon of practice starts, every boat got better and better
with their timing, and with their boat handling. Six boats
participated, and the weather was awesome!
The Dogwood Regatta hosted 27 entries!! All the
participants enjoyed the hospitality, the food, and the
fellowship. Thanks to Dean Shafer and Mike Bradshaw of
the Oklahoma City Boat Club Race Committee for handling
the RC duties, to Heidi Etcheison for use of their power
boat, and to Rick Shaw and Lynn Pinegar for coach and
support boat duty. Barbara et al did a great job on
registration, and be careful when Pat Cox, Cleo Haines, and
Gus Shaver are in charge of food; you’ll be eating for a
week. Rear Commodore Jerry supplied beverages and ice.
And last, but not least, congratulations to all the club
members who finished in the top four of their fleet.
NOW WHO’S READY TO KICK IT UP A NOTCH?
May brings three wonderful opportunities to
improve our racing skills. At the general meeting on Friday,
May 17th, we will have a general discussion of “Going Fast
Forward on the Race Course,” concentrating mainly on
proper sail trim, auxiliary controls, and crew/weight
placement will sailing upwind. The mechanics of tacking
without losing boat speed and what to look for up the course
will also be covered. I know this can be a lifelong topic for
discussion, but I promise we will limit it to 30 minutes.
That same weekend, May 18-19, brings the District
14 J/24 Circuit Regatta to Oklahoma City Boat Club. The 2nd
Annual Indian Territory Regatta draws world-class J/24
sailors from Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado and New Mexico.
If you are interested in crewing for someone or in assisting
with or watching the regatta from the water, please let me
know. I guarantee that you will learn a season’s worth of
information through any level of participation in an event
like this. Daily lunches and dinner are available by prior
registration; please contact me if you would like further
information.
And finally, on Sunday, June 2nd we will have an on
the water clinic mastering the skills we discussed at the
general meeting. Coaches will be available to ride on your
boat for demonstration purposes, and will also be on the
water video taping and coaching. We will meet at the end of
the BoatHouse dock at 1PM to establish the day’s agenda.
I have had several members suggest a distance race
with long reaches and less of that windward/leeward stuff.
At this time, we have lots of open dates in June, and I would
like to coordinate this event with our June meeting date or
weekend. Please let me know your suggestions, and we will
set a date at the general meeting on May 17th!
Sail smart, sail fast, and always have a good time!

Welcomes
Sailors
1313 W. Lindsey
Norman, OK
329-8888

Vice Commodore Karen Mellgren
Just a short message. The program
on Friday, May 17th at 7:00 will be by our
own Janie Davis on sailing up wind and
various other topics that she observed
while watching all boats involved in the
Dogwood Regatta. "Helpful Hints" you
might say.
Its time to fire up the grill for hot
dogs from our renown chef Jerry Lojka
that evening so be sure and bring a dish to
share with the group. Hope to see you all
there for an evening of good food, fun and
conversation.
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FUNDRAISING:

audio/visual teaching equipment. Please consider a
small monthly contribution that will double its value
through this Matching Gift program!

1.
Another Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation
grant funded:

3.
LTEF Board of Directors approves LTEF
Endowment resolution:

Thanks again for the continuing support from
Trustees, Dr. David Brown, Ann Noble Brown, and
Dr. William G. Thurman of the Noble Foundation.
Thanks to their sponsorship and the approval from the
entire board, we have received funding of our recent
grant application to cover the costs of the "Launching
Ceremony". This $4,375 grant will cover the expenses
of the ceremony including the wall-of-honor plaques,
tent, chairs, food, gifts, and other expenses. We
express our appreciation to the Trustees of the Noble
Foundation for their continuing support.

April 25th was another history making day for the
LTEF. Board member and board attorney, Mr. David
Shumake, presented the LTEF Endowment resolution
for approval. The resolution had been presented at the
March board meeting and was approved unanimously
at the April board meeting. In addition to writing the
resolution, David and the Norman Sail and Power
Squadron have made the first two contributions
earmarked for the endowment. To generate funds, a
second motion was made to contribute 10% of all
further LTEF unrestricted gifts to the Endowment. The
resolution permits only the interest from the
endowment to be used for future operating and
maintenance expenses, scholarships and other projects
as approved by the LTEF Board. Please consider the
endowment as you make your future gifts to the LTEF.

(LTEF from page 3)

As mentioned in April's Mainsheet, asks have been
also been mailed to West Marine and Master Lock
Corporation. Master Lock Corporation's regional
salesman, Mr. Jim Henson has sent us nine (9) new
combination locks for the BoatHouse. Hopefully, we
will hear from West Marine regarding their annual
donation of gift certificates. These certificates are very
useful for our youth classes and regattas and we are
pleased to be associated with WEST MARINE.
Please note the names of the donors on our wall-ofhonor, and please be sure to express your appreciation
to each of these people and organizations. If YOUR
name is not there, all you have to do is to make a
donation and next January we will add the names of
those who have given over the past year. The original
plaque will not be changed, these are the folks who
gave up to the point of having the BoatHouse
constructed.
2.

Monthly Matching Gift program continues!:

As we enter the final month for the original year-long
Matching Gift program funded by the Lawlers and
Cummings, we are pleased to announce that several
members of the LTEF Board of Directors will fund
the program through May of 2003.
The program is the same as last year. The Matching
Gift donors will match non-grant cash donations up to
a maximum of $200 per month. This program
generated approximately $5,000 last year.
As you know there are still projects to be completed,
such as security systems, shelving, furniture, and

On your way to the Lake, stop at

Denver Corner Bait & Tackle
10808 Alameda

Gas ● Beer ● Ice
Picnic Supplies
6 AM - 9:30 PM
7 Days a Week

For Sale – LTEF

364-0842
boats – Contact 405-447-4974

1981 Achilles Inflatable boat. 10’ with plywood floor
and 4 HP Eska outboard. $400.
1980 Expess Wind Mk. IV sailboat. 14’. Sails and
rigging complete, trailer included. $600.
1985 Force 5 sailboat. 13’ 10½”. Sails and rigging
complete, includes trailer. $500.

For Free –

Contact TyneCot@aol.com or 3661903. My friend in the El Reno FD dropped off 3 coils
of good used fire hose. Great for fixing up your slips.
First come, first served.
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Enjoy a Spring
Evening at…….
at……
Norman's most unique dining
experience
Open Weekends in May
Fridays 5 - 10 pm
Saturdays 11am - 10pm
Sundays 11am - 9pm
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♦

Live Music

♦

New Menu Items
♦

Book a Party
321-5670

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and place

May 17

Friday, 7:00 PM

TSC General Meeting, BoatHouse

May 19

Sunday, 1:00 PM

General Open House, BoatHouse

May 17,18

Friday-Saturday

Learn to Sail Class, Postal Trainees, Postal Training Center & BoatHouse

June 2

Sunday, 1:00 PM

On Water Sailing Clinic, BoatHouse

Page

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Friday, May 17
7:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

2002 Executive Committee
Comm Bill Brackett..........……….…..329-7417
<bbrackett@ou.edu>
Vice Comm Karen Mellgren…….….….321-7968
<knowles48@aol.com>
Rear Comm Jerry Lojka…....….……...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….….….751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Pam Bradford...........……...….....360-1588
<pbradford@ou.edu>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…...321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan…………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>

8

Mainsheet
June 2002
Thunderbird Sailing Club

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/

THE NEWS IS OUT

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations
P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Vice Commodore Karen Mellgren

By Bill Brackett, Commodore

The word is out. The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse
is the place to be. How did we achieve this status? It started
some time ago, but has been building especially in the last
few months. Recently Les Cummings has had two stories
published in Sailing World and Cruising World magazines,
both giving a description and pictures of the BoatHouse and
how it came to be. Another big hit, literally, has been the
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org web site developed and
webmastered by Bill Etchieson. In his last report the site
was averaging forty nine hits per day. I am constantly
receiving emails and phone calls from people who have
heard about TSC from the web site or read about it in a
national periodical. When I look at the colorful schedule on
the web site, kept up-to-date by Howard Haines, I see such a
variety of activities that have been provided such as the
Dogwood Regatta, the Thundering Hulls (multihull) Regatta,
a US Sailing Instructors course, and the calendar goes on and
on. This is probably the most progressive and memorable
time in the history of the Thunderbird Sailing Club, and
some day we will look back at it in amazement. To have
resources such as the BoatHouse and our valuable TSC
members is such an asset, but we need to take advantage of
this newfound fame and fortune. We are attempting to
expand our programs and reach more people with racing,
sailing classes and other activities, and it only makes sense
that we need more new members to help with the delivery of
this activity. One way to recruit members is to invite
interested people to our general meetings and make sure we
have a program that they can become enthused about and
want to become a part of. Guests are always welcome at our
meetings, so now is the time to invite that acquaintance or
friend you’ve been thinking about. I promise to keep the
business short and we will attempt to have the most
appealing programs that can be mustered (i.e., read about our
next general meeting under Vice Commodore Karen
Mellgren’s column in this edition).
The Norman Transcript recently featured the
BoatHouse in their Community Sports section and described
the BoatHouse as “A Place to Meet.” To live up to this reputation, we must sustain and expand our activity, and to do
this requires a sizeable and supportive membership. Hope to
see you on the water and at the general meeting on June 15.

GENERAL MEETING
SATURDAY JUNE 15th
Racing at 2:30, Social Hour at 6:00
Evening Cruise at 7:30
Our general meetings will be on the third Saturday for the next 3 to 4 months.
For our General Meeting on Saturday June 15
the TSC Board Members and Fleet Captain Janie Davis
planned a smorgasbord of activities that we think will
appeal to various groups within the club. Janie will meet
with those interested in racing that day at 2:30 p.m. at the
BoatHouse dock, with the warning signal at 3:00 p.m. and
ending around 5:00 p.m. There will be 3 short triangular
courses for those who are working on their racing skills or
just want to race for fun.
Later, the skippers, crew and their families may join up at
the BoatHouse with the general membership for our
monthly general meeting.. The gathering of other members
will begin at 6:00 p.m. for the usual social hour and cook
out. Grilled hot dogs provided by the club and side dishes
brought by members will make up the menu. Then, we will
have an evening cruise starting around 7:30 p.m. and
attempt to get all guests and members wishing to sail on
board club member's boats for an enjoyable evening of
cruising the lake.
For those members taking their boats that evening, we ask
they bring their boats around to the BoatHouse dock or
moorings and leave from that point for the cruise. There will
be a water taxi available to the mooring boats if needed.
Call me if you have any questions: 321-7968. Join us for a
fun day on the water.

Bring a dish to share and I hope to see you
there!
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SAILING INSTRUCTOR COURSE
A SUCCESS
Six candidates wishing to become US Sailing
Certified Instructors converged on the BoatHouse
on May 9-12, to participate in a Small Boat
Sailing, Level I Instructor Course, taught by US
Sailing Instructor Trainer Rick Shaw. Candidates
came from as far away as Iowa and Texas to
attend the course. Topics covered included onthe-water teaching techniques, risk management,
safety issues, lesson planning, creative activities,
ethical concerns, and sports physiology and
psychology. Included in the written and practical
tests students were required to pass were four
written exams, classroom presentation practical
skills, sailing skills practical test and safety boat
operation practical test. The students were met by
strong winds and stormy weather for much of the
four days, but managed to work in all necessary
on-the-water practical tests. Students attending
the course and their hometowns are listed below:
Megan Chrostowski, Seabrook, Texas; Jody
Watson, Norman; Ryan Roggoe, Oklahoma City;
Jesse Matlock, Norman; Ryan Richardson, Storm
Lake, Iowa; Bill Brackett, Norman.
After validation of successful completion by
instructor Rick Shaw, all students will be able to
apply for their certification with the United States
Sailing Association. Most students already have
teaching assignments and will be instructing in
the near future.
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A Hearty Welcome Aboard to New
Members
Ronnie & Melanie Draper
Dan Cagle
Neal & Nancy Barkley

Periodically the Mainsheet will publish
recipes that travel well and are a good thing to
have on your boat for an evening sail, when you
are tired of the usual Poulet du Colonel. The
Mainsheet Editor encourages you to submit your
favorite Boat Food recipe to share with the other
members.
You can either email them to
TyneCot@aol.com or drop them off in person at
the Food and Beer department on the 9th Floor of
the Mainsheet Building, overlooking beautiful
Lake Thunderbird. To start things off, here is one
that is a favorite of Jill's and mine. Really good,
little mess and easy cleanup.
Rice Salad
3 cups water
1 ½ cups rice
½ to 1 pkg. frozen corn
1 bunch green onions, chopped
2 medium tomatoes, peeled and chopped
1 cucumber, chopped
1 pkg. sugar snap peas
grilled chicken, cut into bite sized pieces
¾ cup olive oil
¼ cup red wine vinegar
2 Tablespoons coarse ground mustard seeds
Salt and Pepper
(See Boat Food on page 6)
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LTEF Board of Directors approves LTEF
Endowment resolution:

LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Les Cummings, President

BoatHouse Open House
The Open House for the general public was held on Sunday
May 19th. After the bad weather for the Launching
Ceremony and Dogwood Regatta, we were finally provided
nearly perfect weekend weather. The crowd wasn't large,
but we had a nice turnout from many interested visitors.
The LTEF expresses its appreciation to the BH partners for
providing help, information and hosts during the event. The
nice breeze from the ESE allowed the multi-hull sailors,
Bill Etchieson and Jerry Lojka, and centerboarder, Jesse
Matlock to take guests for a wonderful beam reach sailing
trip across the lake and back. Dr. Kevin Young, of the
NSPS, gave fly-fishing demonstrations and expert
instruction during the afternoon. The Sea Scout Cat 27 and
the Cat 30 "Enya" provided a pleasant scene in the cove.
Rick Shaw led his Sea Scouts through a series of maneuvers
that added additional interest for our visitors.

As reported last month, the LTEF Endowment resolution
was passed.
We are very pleased to announce an
anonymous $1,400 contribution to fund the required initial
$2,500 Endowment Fund. The initial endowment gifts from
Dave Shumake and from the Norman Sail and Power
squadron are greatly appreciated.
The board also passed a motion to continue to fund the
Endowment with 10% of all future un-restricted gifts. The
Endowment, over time, will provide continuing funds for
utilities, maintenance, insurance, and program grants for
children who otherwise would not have the financial means
to attend our Kid's Day Camps and other boating and sailing
programs.
The LTEF Endowment resolution and initial funding is
another historic achievement for the BoatHouse and its
programs. However, for it to be successful, YOUR help is
required!

MCDERMOTT SAILS ● OKC
Kevin Mott

We express our appreciation to Jerry Hargis for his help
with media relations and of course, to Vesta Gettys for
being overall chairperson for this event.

FUNDRAISING:
LTEF Matching Gift program:
Beginning this month, several LTEF board members have
agreed to continue the Matching Gift Program for the
ensuing year. Like last year, we will match gifts from our
partners and other individuals up to $200 per month. This
means that, with your help, we can raise at least $4,800 per
year. These funds will help the partnering organizations as
well. The LTEF will continue to provide financial
assistance for some of the insurance coverage needed for
the BoatHouse. Please consider a pledge of $5, $10, $25 or
maybe $50 per month.
Have you, or your organization, given a financial gift to the
BoatHouse at all? If not, the matching gift program will
double your gifts! Finally, we will recognize our donors
each spring for gifts given the preceding year.
Frank and Kathy Lawler and Barbara and I express our
appreciation to all the Matching Gift Donors last year for
helping to raise over $5,000.
Equipment Donation:
Appreciation goes to General Engineering Corporation of
Frederick, Maryland for donating the sewer clean-out
assemblies needed when the new parking lot is completed.
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858-0327

Bruce McDermott

New and Used Sails
Sail Repair and Recuts
PHRF Optimization
Canvas Repairs  Inventory Consultations
 Sail and Tiller Covers






Business Hours: By Appointment

Sea Scout Ship 5790
Sea Scout Ship 5790 is looking for some young
men and women, ages from 13-18 to join us for some
sailing fun. Our primary activity is sailing every
Saturday at the Boathouse from 10am-2pm. We have
a variety of boats that range from Sunfish and Lasers
to a Catalina 27. Our activities include community
projects, CPR & First Aid training, nautical presentations, and boat maintenance. We are building a
racing team to compete on the Junior circuit at other
sailing centers. If you know any teenagers that might
be interested in finding out more about the Sea
Scouts, they can call Skipper Rick Shaw at 872-8697,
or Boatswain Mark Ghigliotti 329-0825. It would be
best to call to ensure our sailing schedule before coming out to the lake. The weather is getting better and
this would be a great time to start with our program.
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BoatHouse Management
& Programs
CONSTRUCTION: Roger Elliott,
BoatHouse Building Chair
The LTEF has provided funding for additional security for
the BoatHouse by having metal security bars installed on all
windows and metal doors to protect the sliding patio door.
We appreciate the input by John Potts on this project and
the good work by Barney of Merrill's Welding of Norman.

Projects needing to be completed:
*
Continue electrical work to the point of having the
building inspected (Motion detector lighting has been
purchased and awaiting installation along with the electrical
for the oven and the three-way switch for the whole-house
fan).
* Develop shelving and furniture plans for library and
office.
* Install shutters on the two west and two north windows
for aesthetic purposes.
* Organize the storage container---in process.
* Paint the storage container--Sea Scouts have volunteered.
* Move unneeded construction materials to storage
container--to do.
* Develop physical security plan for windows and sliding
door--to do.
* We need volunteers to develop the 'registry' at Wal-Mart
for items needed at the BH.
* We will need lots of help to move the dock; we will put
out a call for help as needed.
* Help will be needed to construct the brick patio just to
the north of the deck.

Great News Regarding the BoatHouse Parking Lot
The United States Bureau of Reclamation and the State of
Oklahoma are working with the LTEF to re-engineer and
re-surface the parking lot.
The plans include the
development of a site plan that will help move water off the
parking lot without causing erosion problems. Initial plans
are to complete the project early this coming fall, most
likely in September.
Complete coverage of asphalt will be provided for the entire
parking lot, including the boatyard. Help will be needed
prior to the project to remove existing fencing and all the
boats and equipment in the boat yard. The dock will also be
moved permanently, south of the boat-ramp to provide
ADA compliant access. We will keep you posted. We
thank Fred Landefeld of the BOR, State Senator Cal
Hobson, Representative Bill Nations, Susan Hendon, John
Ressmeyer, and others for their support of this project.
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Finally, I strongly encourage all the partners to schedule
some volunteer time on a monthly basis in support of the
BoatHouse. This means cleaning, mopping, waxing floors,
and all those small tasks needed to keep the BH looking
great. A few hours by each partnering group each month
will make all the difference in the maintenance of the
building and will reduce the hours continuously provided by
those who have already given so much.
Please, call Howard to schedule your organization's cleanup volunteer hours.
Thanks to all the partners for supporting the Open
House.
MANAGEMENT: Howard Haines, Chair Mngt Comm
Agreed, Commodore Brackett, the BoatHouse is discovered.
And, it is a happening place! The Management Comm. is
fully occupied staying with all these activities. There are
lots of management issues -- I could go on for pages, but
there is nothing insoluble assuming we have the help and
support of the members of TSC and of the other partner
organizations.
 On that note, I invite everyone to respond to website
announcements and to e-mail messages with "Yes, I
can help with such and such event or meeting or class."
 We have a lofty challenge in the BoatHouse project.
Believe me… when US Sailing gives recognition in the
way it has for the BoatHouse project, there is the
assumption that the place will live up to its potential
and mission. So let's do it!
The Committee last met May 14. See the Calendar for the
next meeting. All are welcomed.
PROGRAMS & PUBLICITY: Howard Haines, Chair
Besides the Open House last month saw a lot of activity:
two regattas (hosted by Fleet 63), meetings (TSC,
Cleveland County Workforce Investment Board, Norman
Sail & Power Squadron) classes (Norman S & P, Level-1)
and scheduled training sessions by OUSCT and Ship 5790.
Coming up…
 Friday evening, June7 and all day Saturday, June 8, I
will head up our first effort to aim a program at a
specific group. We have worked with Jody Watson,
Director of Fitness, NCED/Marriott, and Gray Graham
to develop an Intro to Sailing specifically for the
students at the postal training center. If this first
attempt succeeds, we'll do more such mini-classes.
 Jerry Lojka is serving as Primary Instructor for the
class in Adult Sailing beginning June 17. Thirteen
students are enrolled. Volunteers are needed. Contact Jerry or me.
(See Programs & Publicity on page 5)
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(Programs & Publicity from page 4)

 The Sailing Smart Day Camp, headed by Chad Cox,
has twelve enrollees and will almost certainly max out
at fifteen. Again, volunteers are needed. Chad or I
want to hear how you'd like to be involved.
P & P last met on May 13. Please attend the next meeting
(see Calendar) if you have ideas and want to be part of
moving the BoatHouse project along.

You recall my A Special Plea! box in the March & April
issues about the Level-1 instructor's class taught by Rick
Shaw? Please see Bill Brackett's recounting of the class in
this issue. Here, let me thank Rick for leading and
teaching the class and Bill B., Jody Watson and Jessie
Matlock for participating.
**************
The Weekend Warriors, AKA Sweat Equity Club, lives on.
Let's have 'atta boys!', pats on the back and just plain
appreciation for these folks who have spent time and energy
on BoatHouse related needs.
⇒ Phil Moershel mowed on May 4 and June 3. Looks
great, Phil.
⇒ Vesta Gettys did a wonderful job of leading the Open
House event. She was assisted by Chad Cox, Paul
Reynolds, Jerry Hargis and Dave Hendricks.
⇒ Karen Mellgren participated in a Sarkeys Fnd.
workshop on grant writing. This is one of several such
workshops Karen has done. Her newly acquired
knowledge and skills will benefit us all.
⇒ Chad Cox, Roger Elliott, John Potts, Phil Trotter and I
have met twice with ODOT, BOR, COWC and the
Park representatives concerning the drainage and
parking lot project.
⇒ Chad Cox, Karen Mellgren and I gave Susan Frantz of
the Sarkeys Fnd. a tour of the facility and a background
discussion on Wednesday, May 30.

Decorative Items Still Needed for BoatHouse
Phil Dame, Chairman of the BoatHouse Interiors
Committee is still looking for decorations for the
inside of the BoatHouse. If you have something
with a nautical theme that you would like to
donate, please contact Phil at 447-6164 or bring
them to the next General Meeting.
All items become property of the BoatHouse and
those that are not used may be sold and the
proceeds will be used for the purchase of other
items.

Welcomes
Sailors
1313 W. Lindsey
Norman, OK
329-8888

REAR COMMODORE Jerry Lojka
Book Review: 5 anchor rating system
Not all the books reviewed will be sailing related.
The Walls of Jericho
By Jon Land, Fiction, Forge Books, 1997
Those interested in the events of the Middle East will enjoy
this work. The names of organizations so familiar in the
news come to life in a way that help us see how lives are
held in the balance. Helps us appreciate our circumstances.
Full of action. gggg
The Surgeon
By Tess Gerritsen, Fiction, Ballantine Books, 2001
This work focuses on one of the many perversions of the
world. It is a good suspense/thriller but, rape and brutality
toward women is the theme. The healing of one’s soul and
conquering deep fear and injury are integral themes as well.
Coming from a medical grounding, I enjoyed the description of events in the emergency room.
All things considered, not a bad ending either. gggg
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YORK International personnel visit the Thunderbird
BoatHouse
As you are aware, YORK International
Corporation donated the LUXAIRE heat and air
conditioning equipment for the BoatHouse. Our personal
contact at YORK was Ms. Beverly Glover, HR Manager,
Unitary Products Group. You may have seen Beverly on
some of the TV personnel ads for YORK International and
she is a former TV program host in Oklahoma City. The
donation of a four-ton and a 5-ton heat-pump was one of
our most important gifts-in-kind contributions.
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(Boat Food from page 2)

Cook the rice in the water and cool. Cook corn
and cool. In a jar, shake together the oil, vinegar
and mustard seed. Blanch the sugar snap peas so
they are crisp tender. Mix together the rice, corn,
sugar snaps, onion, tomato, cucumber and the
chicken then add the vinegar and oil dressing,
mixing well. Add salt and pepper to taste. Chill
thoroughly.
This recipe leads to much experimentation. You
can add whatever veggies you like, such as
blanched broccoli flowerettes, snow peas, etc. and
for the chicken you could substitute drained
canned tuna, cooked shrimp, or whatever. Throw
in some chopped parsley or cilantro if you like. It
is also good with some curry powder mixed in.
Make it the day before. It gets better with age (up
to a point…….)

On your way to the Lake, stop at
On Friday, May 3rd, we hosted a Dutch-treat
luncheon at the BoatHouse. Attending the luncheon from
YORK International were from left to right, Mr. Ben King,
VP/Aftermarket Sales and Service; Ms. Becky Payton, VP/
Human Resources, Beverly Glover, Manager Human
Resources UPG, and Les Simmons, Manager Human
Resources. We also extend our appreciation to Mr. Tom
Huntington, President of YORK International's Unitary
Products Group.
Our guests were very impressed with the facility
and they extend their congratulations to everyone involved
with the BoatHouse project. Incidentally, Ben King is an
ASA certified cruising sailor and Les Simmons is an
experienced multi-hull sailor.

Denver Corner Bait & Tackle
10808 Alameda

Gas ● Beer ● Ice
Picnic Supplies
6 AM - 9:30 PM
7 Days a Week

For Sale – LTEF

364-0842
boats – Contact 405-447-4974

1981 Achilles Inflatable boat. 10’ with plywood floor
and 4 HP Eska outboard. $400.
1980 Expess Wind Mk. IV sailboat. 14’. Sails and
rigging complete, trailer included. $600.
1985 Force 5 sailboat. 13’ 10½”. Sails and rigging
complete, includes trailer. $500.

For Free –

West Marine is proud to support the
Thunderbird Sailing Club. Watch for more on
this in the July issue of The Mainsheet.

Contact TyneCot@aol.com or 3661903. I still have one coil of good used firehose. Great
for fixing up your slips. First come, first served.
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Enjoy a Summer
Evening at…….
at……
Norman's most unique dining
experience
Wed., Thurs 5 - 10 pm
Fridays 11 am - 10 pm
Saturdays 11 am - 10 pm
Sundays 11 am - 9 pm
♦
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♦

Live Music
New Menu Items
♦

Book a Party
321-5670

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and Place

June 10

Monday, 7:00 PM

Program & Publicity, 515 Macy, Norman

June 14

Friday, 6:30 PM

BoatHouse Management Committee, BoatHouse

June 15

Saturday, 1:00 PM

Club Racing, BoatHouse Dock, Critique following

June 15

Saturday, 6:00 PM

TSC General Meeting, BoatHouse, Evening Cruise at 7:30

June 17

Monday, 5:30 PM

Adult Sailing Class, Beginning Session, BoatHouse

June 27

Thursday, 6:30 PM

LTEF Board Meeting, BoatHouse

July 1

Monday, 7:00 PM

TSC Executive Committee meeting, BoatHouse

July 13

All Day

CSSA Junior Regatta, hosted by TSC, BoatHouse

Page

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Saturday, June 15
6:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

2002 Executive Committee
Comm Bill Brackett..........……….…..329-7417
<bbrackett@ou.edu>
Vice Comm Karen Mellgren…….….….321-7968
<knowles48@aol.com>
Rear Comm Jerry Lojka…....….……...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….….….751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Pam Bradford...........……...….....360-1588
<pbradford@ou.edu>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…...321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan…………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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Mainsheet
July 2002
Thunderbird Sailing Club
An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/

Commodore Bill Brackett

P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Vice Commodore Karen Mellgren

A GREAT DAY ON THE WATER
The weather tried to rob a great day of sailing
from TSC members, but we managed to beat it with
short course races, a general meeting and cookout,
and an evening cruise all on June 15.
Thanks to Fleet Captain Janie Davis, her
crew, and a breezy afternoon, TSC members put in
three short courses before heading to the BoatHouse
with voracious appetites. Once there, we kicked back
and enjoyed some great chicken breast sandwiches,
donated by Vesta Gettys, and grilled by Bob
Caughran. The sandwiches were accompanied by
some great side dishes brought by our members. We
didn’t have an official count, but it appeared our
attendance was one of the largest we have ever had at
a summer meeting. After trading sailing stories and
getting our fill of good food, we boarded all guest and
members wishing to go for an evening cruise. While
a fleet of club members’ boats were rafted and
moored, Jerry Lojka acted as water taxi driver to haul
folks from ship-to-shore. After about an hour of
evening sailing, we noticed the weather was quickly
changing as lightening streaked the North end of the
lake. We made a run for the Marina and all boats
were put up and we were all on our way home before
the first raindrops fell.
All in all it was a great day. Try attending
one of our next summer general meetings. You’ll get
good food, fellowship, maybe a little sailing, and take
away a few memories. Hope to see you on the 20th!

SATURDAY JULY 20TH AT 6:00 P.M. will be our
next Thunderbird Sailing Club general meeting at the
BoatHouse. I am pleased to announce that hot dogs
and possibly the finest Italian Sausages, peppers and
onions this side of the right field gate at Fenway Park
will be provided by Chef Georges, a graduate of the
prestigious Little Axe Academy of Culinary Arts and
the executive chef of the Starlight Room, high atop the
Mainsheet Building. Those planning to sail later that
evening and have room to take some members or
guests, please let Bill or myself know ahead of time.
A short business agenda and finishing up details for
the CSSA Centerboard Regatta is planned and
basically a relaxing time with members and friends.

TSC Centerboard Regatta Needs Help

All individuals completing the class will
receive an American Heart Association card
certifying them. A small fee of $10 will be
charged to cover BoatHouse expenses.
If
interested please contact Bill Brackett at 3297417 or bbrackett1@cox.net.

Notice to all TSC members. We desperately need
help of all kinds for the Centerboard Regatta on
Saturday July 27. Please contact Janie Davis at
jdsail@email.msn.com or Bill Brackett at
bbrackett1@cox.net if you can help out.

Also, we should have some guests from our
very successful adult dingy sailing class joining us
that evening.
Please, remember to bring a dish to share with
the group. See you there!

First Aid Class to be Offered
Jerry Lojka will be volunteering his time
to the BoatHouse on Monday, July 22, from
7:00 – 9:00 p.m, to teach a First Aid class to
TSC members.
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A Hearty Welcome Aboard to New
Members
Les Anderson
Jody Watson

Dr. Howard Haines, representing the Lake
Thunderbird Educational Foundation, presents
Sergeant Terry Gibson, Thunderbird Park Ranger,
with two West Marine lifejackets (personal floatation
devices).
Photo by Les Cummings

Lifejackets donated to the Lake
Thunderbird Park Rangers
In cooperation with West Marine of
Oklahoma City, the Lake Thunderbird Educational
Foundation has provided the lifejackets to be used by
Park Rangers when they operate the two new Yamaha
personal watercraft donated for the season by H&H
Marine of Oklahoma City.
Sgt. Gibson of Thunderbird State Park
expressed his and his fellow officers' appreciation to
H &H Marine, West Marine, and the Lake
Thunderbird Educational Foundation for their support.
The personal watercraft will be used for
official safety duties at Thunderbird State Park,
Norman, Oklahoma. "They will provide faster and
easier access to many areas of the lake that are
difficult to access by land", explained Sgt. Gibson.
The personal watercraft will also provide
additional support to the Oklahoma Lake Patrol on
duty at Lake Thunderbird.

WEST MARINE HAS FUNDED
ANOTHER LTEF GRANT
For the third consecutive year West Marine
has funded a grant request for the Lake Thunderbird
Educational Foundation and its educational programs.
In previous years we have been recipients of gift
certificates that have been used for prizes for our
junior sailors and as special recognition awards for our
Kid's sailing classes. In addition, some of the
certificates have been used to purchase maintenance
materials and supplies for our boats and equipment.
This year Ms. Susan Altmann, Sr. Manager of
Donations and Sponsorships, has notified us that we
will receive a $250 credit to our WEST MARINE
PORT SUPPLY account. This is a special discount
program that has been used for LTEF and TSC
purchases from West Marine for the past several years.
These funds can be used to purchase any West Marine
items, at discount, that we need for our programs.
West Marine is a great partner for the LTEF,
the BoatHouse, and its safety-minded partners. Bob
Heaslet, Oklahoma City's West Marine store manager,
Sharn Highlander and their wives attended the TSC
membership meeting in March. Everyone enjoyed a
very interesting and helpful seminar covering the
safety equipment offerings at their OKC store.
We are indeed fortunate to have West Marine
located in Oklahoma City.
We express our
appreciation to Bob, Sharn, all their OKC West
Marine staff, and of course, to Ms. Susan Altmann at
the West Marine Watsonville, California headquarters.
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Les Cummings, President

BOATHOUSE ACTIVITIES
On Saturday, June 22nd, the BoatHouse was buzzing with
activities. The Adult Sailing Class was well underway,
more work was being done on the BoatHouse, another NOWAKE/Mooring buoy was set in BoatHouse cove, and the
Sea Scouts had a Boy Scout troop as guests for a sailing
overview and class. The beautiful boats sailing in the cove
and all the other BoatHouse activities are the result of years
of planning, hard physical labor, financial gifts, and giftsin-kind from many caring individuals. Thank you for
YOUR gifts and volunteer hours.
NEW BOATHOUSE PARKING LOT SCHEDULED
BY SEPTEMBER 14, 2002
The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) and the Oklahoma
Department of Tourism and Recreation are partnering with
us to install a new parking lot in early September. We are
also extremely pleased to report that the BOR will fund the
engineering work and materials needed to permanently
solve the erosion and drainage issues at Indian Point Area.
The Oklahoma Department of Transportation and ODTR
will oversee the entire project.
In that the project will also resurface the boat/equipment
storage area, all boats and equipment will need to be
removed from the fenced area prior to the project starting.
We will depend on each of the partnering organizations to
assist in moving all boats to another location during the
weeklong project. In addition to moving the boats/
equipment we will also need assistance to remove the
fencing fabric and gates from the storage area and once the
project is completed we will require a few workdays to
install a larger storage area including fence posts, fence
fabric, and new rolling gates to complete the project. The
storage yard may be expanded as well.

partners, and others will host the nationally recognized
C.A.S.T. (Catch a Special Thrill) fishing tournament for
handicapped and disadvantaged youth at the BoatHouse.
This fishing tournament is held throughout the United
States, and the BoatHouse and its ADA facilities were
selected for this year's tournament in Oklahoma.
NOTE: TO NORMAN, OKC POWER SQUADRON
MEMBERS and BoatHouse Partners:
We have been notified that additional powerboats are
needed to take the kids fishing. If you can provide your
powerboat for a few hours on September 14th, please notify
Howard Haines or Les Cummings.
"NO WAKE" BUOYS BEING REPLACED
Thanks to the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation, we
have several new plastic barrels that will be set up for NO
WAKE duty in BoatHouse Cove. Last fall we had one that
disappeared and another that broke loose and drifted up in
the tree roots south of the boatramp. With help from the
yacht "Enya" the old NO WAKE buoy has been set back
into position north of the existing buoys. Another buoy will
be set up to the south of the existing buoys sometime in the
next month. Remember that each of these will have a
painter attached to allow one to moor their boat during the
day or overnight. These buoys are also used for our sailing
classes and as markers for a practice course for the Sea
Scouts. Thanks to Kerry Knowles and Phil Trotter for
volunteering their help.
FUNDRAISING:
Optimist Prams donated:
Mr. John Perri, Executive Vice President of Dorchester
Capital in Oklahoma City, has donated funds to purchase
the first of a fleet of Opti Prams. Mr. Perri's wonderful gift
will allow us to purchase a new Opti Pram that will be
named Lili, in honor of his daughter. A christening
ceremony for the boat will be scheduled when it arrives and
is ready to sail. In addition to the Opti Pram donation, Mr.
Diel Bowman of OCBC will donate a homemade pram to
(See LTEFon page 5)

The LTEF and partnering organizations express their
appreciation to Fred Landefeld and Jeff Tompkins of the
BOR, State Senator Cal Hobson, Rep. Bill Nations, Park
Manager Susan Hendon, Wayne Fjeseth of the USDA,
Doug Smith and John Ressmeyer of the Dept. of Tourism,
the Oklahoma Department of Transportation, and of course
Roger Elliott, Phil Moershel, Howard Haines, Chad Cox,
John Potts and others from the Thunderbird Sailing Club.

MCDERMOTT SAILS ● OKC
Kevin Mott

858-0327

Bruce McDermott

New and Used Sails
Sail Repair and Recuts
PHRF Optimization
Canvas Repairs  Inventory Consultations
 Sail and Tiller Covers





The project will be completed prior to September 14th
when the BOR, Thunderbird State Park, the BoatHouse
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Business Hours: By Appointment
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BoatHouse Management
& Programs
CONSTRUCTION: Roger Elliott,
BoatHouse Building Chair

Shutters installed on the BoatHouse:
The LTEF has funded the purchase of green vinyl
decorative shutters for the two west and two north
windows. We express our appreciation to Kerry
Knowles and his assistant, Les Cummings, for
installing the shutters.
Projects needing to be completed:
*
Continue electrical work to the point of having
the building inspected (Motion detector lighting has
been purchased and awaiting installation along with
the electrical for the oven, can lighting for the deck,
and the three-way switch for the whole-house fan).
*
Develop shelving plan and furniture plans for
library and office areas.
*
Organize the storage container---in process.
*
Paint the storage container--Sea Scouts have
volunteered to do this, Phil Moershel will coordinate.
*
Move unneeded construction materials to
storage container—in process.
*
We need volunteers to develop the 'registry' at
Wal-Mart for items needed at the BH.
*
We will need lots of help to move the dock;
Phil Trotter will put out a call for help as needed.
*
Help will be needed to construct the brick
patio just to the north of the deck.
*
Assistance is needed to install the new
dishwasher donated by Roy Sherry of the NSPS.
Great News on the BoatHouse Parking lot:
See Les's article on Page 3 for details on the
big changes planned for the BoatHouse parking lot.
Additionally, we will need to permanently move the
dock south of the boat-ramp to provide ADA
compliant access.
Finally, I strongly encourage all the partners, and
especially those who use the BH, to schedule some
volunteer time on a monthly or bi-monthly basis to
help maintain the BoatHouse. This means cleaning,
mopping, waxing floors, paint touchup and all those
small tasks needed to keep the BH looking great.
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A few hours by our partnering groups each month will
make all the difference in the appearance of the
building and will reduce the hours continuously
provided by those who have already given so much. If
we do not have any volunteers this month, the LTEF
will assign projects to the "partners" starting in
August.
Please, call Howard to schedule your organization's
clean-up volunteer hours. Right now the windows
need washing and the floors need to be wet mopped
just to name a couple projects your group can help
with. Our appreciation is extended to Phil Moershel
for bringing his tractor down to the BH and cutting the
grass.
Perhaps someone could use the large
commercial weed whacker that Vesta Gettys has
donated, to trim the grass next to the building and
plantings. If there isn’t enough volunteer help to
maintain the BoatHouse, the only option is to hire a
part-time person to do the work. This will increase the
financial burden of all the partner organizations.
MANAGEMENT: Howard Haines, Chair Mngt Comm

The Management Committee last met June 14
at the BoatHouse. A summary of that meeting is
posted on the BoatHouse website and can be
referenced there. Here I want to acknowledge the gifts
of time and materials by Kerry Knowles and Paul
Reynolds in putting up racks in the storage shed…a
much needed improvement.
Les Cummings and
Kerry are also to be thanked for installing the
attractive shutters on the building and replacing the
north buoy.
Foremost on this committee’s agenda is
preparation and planning for the parking lot and
boatyard improvements. This will involve reshaping
the lot so that drainage will be away from the building.
It will be a great improvement but one requiring quite
a bit of input from all of the partner organizations
C-22 for sale: Good condition with trailer,
high-quality sails, including North genoa, lots
of extras, great family boat, drastic price
reduction:
$4500, or best offer. Contact: John Van
Doorn at jvandoor@cumberlandcollege.edu, or
(606) 528-3353 (h), or (606) 526-5787.
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PROGRAMS & PUBLICITY: Howard Haines, Chair

We just finished up the largest sailing class in
BoatHouse history. Fifteen pleased and enthusiastic
new sailors were introduced to the sport. Managing
this many students was not a problem. We will
continue to have classes of this size. Jerry Lojka did a
great job of heading up the effort. Twenty-three
volunteers helped out with the five evening sessions
and the all-day session on Saturday. Besides TSC,
other partner organizations represented were the Sea
Scouts, OUSCT and the Norman Sail and Power
Squadron.
Next on the program schedule is the first sailing camp
for youngsters, July 15-20. Chad Cox is the primary
instructor. Volunteers to help with this are still
needed. Call Chad or me.
This camp will be followed two weeks later, July 29Aug 3 by a second. Again volunteers and instructors
are needed.
P & P last met on June 13 at my home. Again, the
summary of this meeting is posted on the BoatHouse
site. Why not attend the next meeting (see Calendar)?
Surely you have ideas and want to be part of moving
the BoatHouse project along and developing new
directions and opportunities.

Welcomes
Sailors
1313 W. Lindsey
Norman, OK
329-8888

(LTEF from page 3)

the LTEF in the near future. We extend our appreciation to Mr. Perri and Mr. Bowman. A grant will be submitted to Sarkey's
Foundation by July 31st requesting funds to purchase several more of the Optimist Prams.
LTEF Matching Gift program:
As reported previously, the LTEF board has funded the Matching Gift program for the coming year. Please double your gift
and forward your tax-deductible donations to LTEF, PO Box 1756, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1756. Please consider a small
monthly gift!
Equipment Donation:
The LTEF board and all BoatHouse partners extend their appreciation to Roy Sherry, Norman Sail and Power Squadron
member, for donating a beautiful new Frigidaire dishwasher for the BoatHouse. We hope to have the dishwasher installed in
the near future. In addition to the wonderful donation, Roy has provided safety boat support for the adult sailing class just
ended. We also extend our appreciation to Kerry Knowles for building and donating the new whiteboard used for our classes.
LTEF Board of Directors approves LTEF Endowment resolution:
As reported last month, the LTEF Endowment resolution was passed. We are very pleased to announce an anonymous $1,400
contribution to fund the required initial $2,500 Endowment Fund. The initial endowment gifts from Dave Shumake and from
the Norman Sail and Power squadron are greatly appreciated. The board also passed a motion to fund 10% of the matching
funds and un-restricted gifts to the Endowment. The Endowment, over time, will provide continuing funds for utilities,
maintenance, insurance, and program grants for children who otherwise would not have the financial means to attend our Kid's
Day Camps and other boating and sailing programs.
The LTEF Endowment resolution and its initial funding are additional historic achievements for the BoatHouse and its
programs. However, for it to be successful, YOUR help is required!
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TSC Member's Daughter Wins
Miss New Hampshire Crown
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NEW SAILORS HIT THE WATER
The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse conducted
a sailing class for fifteen beginning sailors June 1724. Jerry Lojka, US Sailing Certified Instructor,
taught the course and was assisted by other volunteers
from the BoatHouse Partners. The class consisted of
twenty-five hours of on-the-water instruction where
students learned sailing skills such as docking,
steering, upwind sailing and rigging small boats.
Students enrolled in the course were Steve Anderson,
Carol Duffy, Richard Duffy, Paul Fitzgerald, Larry
Jenkins, Rick McKinney, Rebecca McKinney, Ron
Mitchell, Dani Mitchell, Barbara Schindler, Irving
Tang, Jerry Tate, George Weehunt, Ed Eaton, and Te
Poon.
Sailors that completed all required skills are
eligible for US Sailing Certification as a Small Boat
Sailor. For more information about future classes or a
Sailing Day Camp for Youth, call (405) 447-4974 or
visit http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/ or http://
www.ltef.org/.

On your way to the Lake, stop at

Denver Corner Bait & Tackle
Mary Morin, 23 year old daughter of TSC member
George Morin of Bedford, NH has been crowned Miss
New Hampshire for 2002. Miss Morin, a talented
pianist, will represent New Hampshire in the Miss
American Pageant in Atlantic City, in September.
The TSC and all its members congratulate Mary and
we look forward to seeing her at the pageant in
September. Incidentally, George is an active sailor on
Lake Sunapee in New Hampshire and may be back in
the Norman area (U.S. Postal Training Center) in early
fall.

10808 Alameda

Gas ● Beer ● Ice
Picnic Supplies
6 AM - 9:30 PM
7 Days a Week

For Sale – LTEF

364-0842

boats – Contact 405-447-4974

1981 Achilles Inflatable boat. 10’ with plywood floor
and 4 HP Eska outboard. $400.
1980 Expess Wind Mk. IV sailboat. 14’. Sails and
rigging complete, trailer included. $600.

West Marine is proud to support the
Thunderbird Sailing Club

1985 Force 5 sailboat. 13’ 10½”. Sails and rigging
complete, includes trailer. $500.
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Enjoy a Summer
Evening at…….
at……
Norman's most unique dining
experience
Wed., Thurs 5 - 10 pm
Fridays 11 am - 10 pm
Saturdays 11 am - 10 pm
Sundays 11 am - 9 pm
♦
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♦

Live Music
New Menu Items
♦

Book a Party
321-5670

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and Place

July 8

Monday, 7:00 PM

Program & Publicity, 515 Macy, Norman

July 13

All Day

CSSA Junior Regatta, Hosted by TSC at the BoatHouse

July 15 - 20

Mon. thru Sat.

Sailing Smart Day Camp, BoatHouse

July 20

Saturday, 6:00 PM

Club Racing, TSC General Meeting, BoatHouse, Evening Cruise at 7:30

July 22

Monday, 6:30 PM

American Heart Assn., First Aid, BoatHouse

July 27

Saturday, All Day

CSSA Centerboard Regatta, Hosted by TSC at the BoatHouse

Jul 29-Aug 3 Mon. thru Sat.

Sailing Smart Day Camp, BoatHouse

Page

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Saturday, July 20
6:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

2002 Executive Committee
Comm Bill Brackett..........……….…..329-7417
<bbrackett@ou.edu>
Vice Comm Karen Mellgren…….….….321-7968
<knowles48@aol.com>
Rear Comm Jerry Lojka…....….……...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….….….751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Pam Bradford...........……...….....360-1588
<pbradford@ou.edu>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…...321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan…………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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Mainsheet
August 2002
Thunderbird Sailing Club
An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/

P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Commodore Bill Brackett

Vice Commodore Karen Mellgren

A GIANT STEP FOR THE
BOATHOUSE

GENERAL MEETING
CRUSING THE LAKE PART II
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17th at 6:00 pm.

The Thunderbird Sailing Club took a giant
step toward becoming a US Sailing Keelboat
School in our July meeting by passing a proposal
allowing the Program and Publicity Committee to
move forward with the application process.
Becoming a certified school and having the
appropriate instructors will allow the BoatHouse
to offer courses such as Basic Keelboat, Basic
Cruising, and Bareboat Chartering. If all paper
work can be completed in time we will begin with
the Basic Keelboat course, taught by instructor
Rick Shaw and several assistants, in the fall of
this year. All students successfully completing the
course will be certified by the US Sailing
Association. Our goal is to eventually add other
courses as we have members become certified to
teach them. Pat Ehlers has taken on the task of
completing the application and serving as the
liaison with US Sailing until the BoatHouse has
been certified. According to US Sailing, being
certified will allow the BoatHouse to become a
“recognized sailing school, with active
participation in an organization that directs the
evolution of sailing education in keelboats.” This
is an exciting and critical time in the development
of the BoatHouse curriculum to meet the needs of
the Lake Thunderbird community.
It also
provides the opportunity for many TSC members
to become involved in a higher level of sailing
education than they have been exposed to before.
Occasionally we all need to be reminded of the
(See Commodore on page 6)

This month Thunderbird Sailing Club will
have another "feast and sail" evening on
Saturday, August 17th. This will be a great
opportunity for small group camaraderie.
Please bring a main dish or side dish to
share with the group starting promptly
at 6:00p.m. There will be no "dogs on the
grill" so as to speed clean up for the
Cruise. Be sure to sign up when you
arrive if - 1) you will be sailing and have
room for guests; and 2) if you are a
member/guest and need a "ride".
Assignments will be made at 7:00 and on
the water by 7:30.
Again, for members taking their boats out
that evening please let me know ahead of
time and we ask that you bring your boat
around to the BoatHouse dock or mooring.
Call if you have any questions: 321-7968.
FYI: Saturday September 21 TSC will try
to plan a "full moon" race!
Let me know if you are interested!
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CONDOLENCES
The TSC, LTEF, and BoatHouse
partners extend their deepest condolences to
Sherman and Katherine Johnson, their family,
and to the entire Thunderbird State Park
family due to the recent death of Sherman and
Katherine's infant son, Dakota Loyd Johnson.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the
Johnson family at this most difficult time.
Note: Sherman, like the remaining TBird Park employees, has been and continues
to be most helpful at the BoatHouse. Most
recently Sherman has headed up the ADA
dock walkway and vehicle pad construction
project on behalf of the Park and the BOR.
Cards may be sent to Mr. and Mrs. Sherman
Johnson, 10407 Clinkenbeard Rd. NE,
Norman, OK 73026.
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First Aid Class to be Offered
Jerry Lojka will be volunteering his time
to the BoatHouse on Tuesday August 27th, from
6:30 – 8:30 P.M, to teach a First Aid and Automated External Defibrillator class to TSC
members and others interested.

All individuals completing the class will receive
an American Heart Association card certifying
them. A small fee of $10 will be charged to
cover BoatHouse expenses. If interested please
contact Bill Brackett at 329-7417 or
bbrackett1@cox.net.

Scenes from the recent CSSA Junior Regatta

A view of the Junior Regatta activities
from the deck of the Boathouse.

All competitors gather to thank West
Marine for their sponsorship of BoatHouse
activities.
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Les Cummings, President
The LTEF board of directors wish to express
their appreciation to all the instructors, mentors, and
helpers who have done such a great job in the two
week-long Jr. Sailing Camps in July. It's very
exciting to see all the activities taking place at the
BoatHouse.
The membership of the Thunderbird
Sailing Club should be proud to see their long-time
VISION come true.
NEW DISHWASHER DONATED AND
INSTALLED
Roy Sherry, member of the NSPS has donated
a new Frigidaire dishwasher for the BoatHouse! Roy
noticed the large empty space under the kitchen
counter and inquired about donating a new
dishwasher. These gifts are a continuation of the
outpouring of support for the BoatHouse and its
programs. Over the past weekend, Kerry Knowles
has installed the dishwasher and now all we have to
do is to learn how to use it. Our appreciation to Roy,
Kerry, and of course to MDS plumbing for having the
proper hardware installed to support the dishwasher,
and finally, but no less importantly, thanks to John
Potts for his design and vision for the BoatHouse
kitchen.
VANGUARD PRAM FLEET FOR KIDS BEING
DEVELOPED
As reported last month, the LTEF has
received one donation from Mr. John Perri to
purchase a new pram, and another used pram donated
by Neal Bowman of OCBC. We hope to purchase
four more new prams for an eventual fleet of six
boats. Grants and asks are being generated at this
time. The Vanguard Pram has a retail price of $1,590
but if we can purchase several we can have
discounting, free shipping and some accessories
included for approximately $1,500 each. These small
stable sailboats are very similar to the Optimist
Racing Pram which sells for $2,500 to $3,500 each.
These prams will be very useful for our kids programs
being offered now and in the future. Our existing
boats are just too heavy, large, and unstable for small
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kids.
More info can be found at the www.
teamvanguard.com website. If you'd like to contribute
toward a boat, please do it now as total gifts received
for each month will be matched dollar for dollar up to
a total of $200 per month. Anyone contributing
$1,500 or more will also have naming rights for the
boat.
FUNDRAISING
Endowment and Matching Gifts
The LTEF Endowment has been initially
funded with $2,500. A substantial amount of these
funds came from an anonymous donor.
The
Endowment will, over time, grow and provide funding
to support the ongoing programs at the BoatHouse,
building maintenance, and other BoatHouse needs as
determined by the LTEF Board of Directors. The
board, as previously reports, will apply 10% of all
'unrestricted' gifts to the Endowment.
HOW CAN YOU HELP?
By donating a
small gift monthly, your gifts will double because of
the LTEF's Matching Gift Program. This program
funded by several LTEF board members will match
total gifts up to $200 per month. Last year this
program provided over $5,000 in funding for the
BoatHouse construction needs. Remember, the LTEF
is a 501©(3) non-profit and as such you can deduct
your gifts on your taxes. Please consider your taxdeductible gifts now: Make your checks out to LTEF,
P.O. Box 1756, Norman, OK 73070.
Grants and asks have been and are being
generated to raise funds for the Kid's Pram fleet, and
other needs of the BoatHouse. The most significant
project being completed at this time is the engineering
work and resurfacing of the parking lot. We thank
everyone who has assisted us in these endeavors.
(See LTEF on page 6)

MCDERMOTT SAILS ● OKC
Kevin Mott

858-0327

Bruce McDermott

New and Used Sails
Sail Repair and Recuts
PHRF Optimization
Canvas Repairs
Inventory Consultations
Sail and Tiller Covers
Business Hours: By Appointment
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BoatHouse Management
& Programs
CONSTRUCTION: Roger Elliott,
BoatHouse Building Chair

BOATHOUSE DOCK REPAIRED AND MOVED
AND ADA COMPLIANT PADS AND
WALKWAY INSTALLED
We express our appreciation to John Trotter,
nephew of TSC and Hobie Fleet #63 member Phil
Trotter, for his excellent welding repair expertise of
the BH dock that was completed on July 9th. There
were several broken rails and a loose pencil sleeve
that has been repaired prior to moving the dock.
Thank you John and Phil Trotter.
On July 17th, Phil Trotter, Altus Boren,
George LeVan, Mark Benge and Josh Benge along
with Little River Marina staff consisting of Bob
Davis, Melvin Fields, and George Crisp met at the BH
at 8am to move the boat dock. After bringing in a
special pump to dig out the south end pencil they were
able to move the dock to the south side of the boat
ramp. We express our appreciation to Altus, George,
Mark, and Josh and to all those involved, and a
special thank you to Bob, George and Melvin for
providing expertise, the barge and the equipment
needed to move the dock. Finally, all this work was
planned and coordinated by Phil Trotter! Thank you
Phil for taking on this difficult but necessary project.
Incidentally, we also thank the Thunderbird State Park
personnel who came by and offered their assistance.
On July 18th, Thunderbird State Park
personnel began installing the footings for the ADA
access project from the boat ramp to the dock. There
is now a large concrete van accessible parking spot
that has been installed on the south side of the boat
ramp. In addition to the ADA parking spot, there has
also been a concrete pad constructed to support the
end of the walkway leading to the dock. To tie in
both the parking space and the dock, there has been an
ADA compliant walkway installed. Our appreciation
to Susan Hendon and her talented and hard-working
staff for their excellent work installing the pads and
walkway and to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation for
providing the materials.
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MANAGEMENT: Howard Haines, Chair Mngt Comm
The Management Committee last met August 6 at the office
of Phil Dame. Like last month, a summary of that meeting
will be posted on the BoatHouse website (www.
lakethunderbirdboathouse.org) for your reference.
As detailed in Roger Elliott's construction report, the
Management Committee is occupied with preparing and
planning for the parking lot and boatyard improvements.
Already, as reported by Roger, the dock repair and
relocation have occurred as has the installation of the ADA
compliant loading pad.
Lots of the Sweat Equity jobs accomplished in the month
since my last report. Many were acknowledged in the Les's
LTEF report and Roger's construction report. All great
stuff, helping the BoatHouse facility meet its mission and
potential. Here are additional jobs, well-done, and much
appreciated -mooring buoys set (Les Cummings, Phil Trotter), windows
washed (Les), several mowings (Phil Moershel), the storage
container painted (Phil Moershel, Rick Shaw with
equipment from Ron Draper) and removal of pallets of
bricks from parking lot (Les Cummings, Roger Elliott, Te
Woei Poon, Kerry Knowles, Donovan Kosters, and Jessie
Matlock).

BOATHOUSE PARKING LOT and
RESURFACING PROJECT
(We will need YOUR help)
All partners will be notified in the near future
to help with removing the fence and the equipment/
boats/trailers etc. now stored in the boat-storage area,
yellow parking curbs, bricks, and anything that would
be in the way of the re-contouring and re-surfacing
project for the parking lot. The BOR has had the
engineering plans completed, and the project bid was
let on Friday, July 26th by the Oklahoma Dept. of
Transportation. The plan is to have the new parking
lot completed and ready for use by the September 14th
C.A.S.T. Fishing Project for handicapped kids. Please
help us when you are notified, "many hands make light
work", or so they say. If you were unable to help with
the BoatHouse construction, perhaps you can lend a
hand with this project.
PROJECTS STILL NEEDING ATTENTION
Electrical work to complete:
Oven
Motion lighting
(See Construction on page 5)
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PROGRAMS & PUBLICITY: Howard Haines, Chair

Successful Sailing Smart Camps
Kudos and much more to Chad Cox, as
primary instructor, and his crew for presenting two
superlative Sailing Smart camps! Twelve youngsters
participated in each of the two camps, July 15-20 and
July 29-August 3. As a consequence of the camps
there is no doubt that some of the campers will
continue with boating and sailing. For instance, some
have already inquired about joining the Sea Scouts
and several parents asked about future BoatHouse
classes.
Of course the wonderful outcome of the
camps would never have happened if it were not for
volunteers from the BoatHouse organizations giving
their time and energy. Besides TSC members, there
were volunteers from the Sea Scouts, OU Sailing Club
and Team and Norman Sail and Power Squadron.
Two canoeing and kayaking enthusiasts from the local
group taught the campers rudiments of handling these
small craft. All-in-all, twenty-one volunteers made
the first camp a success while twenty-two did the
same for the second camp.
For complete details of the two camps see the
BoatHouse website.
Unfortunately, due to the improvements to the
yard and parking, August will have no classes or
camps. Conversely, planning for the basic keelboat
class in early September is well underway. Six of our
sailing instructors will train with Rick Shaw, as US
Sailing certified keelboat instructor, during August to
serve as assistant instructors during the September
class and those afterwards. At its latest meeting your
club approved the expenditures necessary to apply for
listing as a US Sailing Keelboat school. Pat Ehlers is
leading the effort to apply and otherwise get the
keelboat class off and sailing.
The Program & Publicity Group last met on
July 13 at my home and will meet there again on
August 12 at 7PM. If you have a yen to be part of
BoatHouse class and event development be welcomed
to attend.

Welcomes
Sailors
1313 W. Lindsey
Norman, OK
329-8888

(Construction from page 4)

Whole house fan three-way switch
Bury conduit to feed electrical needs south of
boat ramp and storage yard
Pull electrical wiring from pedestal to inside
building
Storage, cabinetry, furniture plans:
Library
Office
Storage yard reconstruction plans:
Expand yard size
Install rolling security gates
Help needed for the BH: Calls for assistance
will be forthcoming, please try to help!
To move boats/equipment for parking lot
project
To reinstall new security fence
To build brick patio north of BH deck
To build a BBQ grill for the patio
To build steps from the deck to the patio

Page
(LTEF from page 3)

LTEF 2001 FISCAL YEAR END FINANCIAL
STATEMENT
Prepared by Nash and Company, CPA
Per the IRS Form 990 filed on behalf of the
LTEF: For the year ending 12/31/01:
Income:
Direct public support:
Interest
Other
Total Income:
$ 68,648
Expenses:
License/permits/other
Admin/office/postage,etc.
Insurance
Depreciation
Total Expenses:
$ 8,147

$ 67,006.
1,619
23

15
1,680
1,929
4,523

Excess for the year:
$ 60,501
Net Assets at beginning of year:
128,564

(Commodore from page 1)

part of our TSC mission, which is “To promote
water safety; to encourage the pursuit of sailing as
a recreational activity and as a competitive sport;
and to teach the rules of sailing.” Becoming a US
Sailing Keelboat School allows us to fulfill our
mission with a more comprehensive program and
bring more people into sailing.
On another note, we have had several
exciting activities going on the past few weeks
including the Centerboard Regatta and the Sailing
Smart Youth Camp. When you have the chance,
please thank Scott Brown for his job as Race
Officer in the Centerboard Regatta and Chad Cox,
Karen Mellgren and Howard Haines for their
effort in pulling off two of the youth camps this
summer. Thanks to these people and the many
other partner volunteers who have helped to make
this summer a success. Hope to see you at the
next general meeting on August 17 at 6:00 p.m.

On your way to the Lake, stop at

Denver Corner Bait & Tackle
10808 Alameda

Net Assets at End of Year (2001)
$189,065
(Includes Building, Endowment,
Account, Other Assets, and Prepaid Expenses)
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Gas ● Beer ● Ice
Picnic Supplies

Bank

6 AM - 9:30 PM
7 Days a Week

364-0842

For Sale – LTEF boats – Contact 405-4474974
1981 Achilles Inflatable boat. 10’ with plywood
floor and 4 HP Eska outboard. $400.
1980 Express Wind Mk. IV sailboat. 14’. Sails
and rigging complete, trailer included. $600.
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Enjoy a Summer
Evening at…….
at……
Norman's most unique dining
experience
Wed., Thurs 5 - 10 pm
Fridays 11 am - 10 pm
Saturdays 11 am - 10 pm
Sundays 11 am - 9 pm
♦
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♦

Live Music
New Menu Items
♦

Book a Party
321-5670

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and Place

Aug 12

Monday, 7:00 PM

Program & Publicity, 515 Macy, Norman

Aug 17

Saturday, 6:00 PM

TSC General Meeting, Evening Fun Sail, BoatHouse

Aug 19 - 23

Mon.-Fri., evenings

Training for Keel Boat assistant instructors, BoatHouse

Aug 27

Tuesday, 6:30 PM

American Heart Assn. First Aid Course, BoatHouse

Sept 6

Friday, 7:00 PM

Sea Scout Ship 5790 Meeting, BoatHouse

Sept 9

Monday, 6:00 PM

TSC Executive Committee Meeting, BoatHouse

Sept 10

Tuesday, 6:00 PM

BoatHouse Management Committee, 4805 SE 44th

Page

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Saturday, August 17th
6:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

2002 Executive Committee
Comm Bill Brackett..........……….…..329-7417
<bbrackett@ou.edu>
Vice Comm Karen Mellgren…….….….321-7968
<knowles48@aol.com>
Rear Comm Jerry Lojka…....….……...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….….….751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Pam Bradford...........……...….....360-1588
<pbradford@ou.edu>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…...321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan…………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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Mainsheet
September 2002
Thunderbird Sailing Club

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/

P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Commodore Bill Brackett

Fleet Captain Janie Davis

NEW OFFICERS
TO BE ELECTED

Who: You, your boat, your family, your friends
and/or your crew
What: Race The Moon, a STAGGERED
REVERSE START FUN SAIL
When: Saturday, September 21, 2002 following
the regular monthly membership meeting
Where: Lake Thunderbird Boathouse
How: Get your boat ready to go before the
membership meeting, or sail it over to the
Boathouse.
Why:
Because it’s NEW, it’s FUN, it’s
DIFFERENT, and there will be BOTH FOOD &
PRIZES

The Thunderbird Sailing Club Bylaws require a
new slate of officers be elected at an annual
business meeting in October.
Our general
meeting on October 18 will serve as that annual
business meeting. Officers to be elected will be
Commodore, Vice Commodore, Rear
Commodore, Secretary, Treasurer, and Fleet
Captain. If nominating another member, make
sure that member is aware and approves of their
nomination. Any member who wishes to
nominate another member or themselves for one
of the above offices, contact Bill Brackett at 3297417 or bbrackett1@cox.net by October 4, 2002,
and he will submit the member’s name to the
nomination committee.

Karen Mellgren Appointed
CSSA Representative
Karen Mellgren has been appointed as CSSA
Representative for the Thunderbird Sailing Club
by Commodore Bill Brackett. “Karen has served
TSC in a variety of ways in the past and this will
give her an opportunity to serve the club in a
much needed capacity in the future,” said
Brackett. Karen has held two offices in TSC
including Secretary and Vice Commodore, and
serves on the Program and Publicity Committee.
She has assisted with many of the sailing classes
and been a key staff member in the delivery of the
Youth Sailing Camps. Please wish Karen the best
in this new position.

So here are the details . . . .
Following the September membership meeting on
(approximately
Saturday,
September 21st,
7:30pm) we’ll begin a moonlight cruise/race. The
boats entered will be assigned a starting time
based on their handicap rating and the length of
the course. The idea is that all boats should finish
at approximately the same time!
The starting line will be from the end of
the dock at the Boathouse to a designated buoy.
Each boat will start the race at their assigned time
(there will be Over Early’s!!) or anytime after
their assigned time. The finish line will be the
same as the starting line, and the first boat across
the line WINS. Slower boats will start earlier in
the evening, and the fastest boat will start last.
(Continued on page 5)
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JERRY LAYTON MEMORIAL REGATTA
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2002
The annual Layton Regatta will require:
• FIVE CATALINA 22'S--Please contact Les if your boat can be used.
• FIVE SKIPPERS
• FIFTEEN CREW
• FEES ARE $25 FOR SKIPPERS AND $15 FOR CREW
⇒ THIS REGATTA IS A SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER – Money raised will be
applied to the BoatHouse Account. The club will provide food and drink after the
regatta. Winner gets to keep the beautiful Catalina 25 match race trophy for the next
year.
New this year!! In order to raise funds and the general level of excitement there will be
OLB (off-lake betting) on the verandah with tack-by-tack coverage provided by Janie
Davis. Bring your binoculars!
⇒ CREW AND SKIPPERS MUST BE SIGNED UP AND PAID BY
THURSDAY, OCT. 3.
⇒ RC MEETING AT 10:00 A.M SHARP AT THE BOATHOUSE. All crew and
skippers must be present at that time or others will be allowed to fill in. Skippers must
be TSC members and have racing experience. Crew may be nonmembers and be
inexperienced in racing. Skippers will race each boat one time, all sailing the same
number of races. Crews will be selected for each boat and will remain with that boat
during the regatta. Skippers will change from boat to boat as required. Short Courses,
15-20 minutes each
⇒ CONTACT LES CUMMINGS at LesCummings@mail.omrf.ouhsc.edu or 271-7188.
If you find you cannot participate after signing up, please find someone to take your
place and let Les know. Make checks out to the LTEF and the LTEF will donate the
funds back to the TSC for boat maintenance and program support.
The Enya will be the RC boat. This is a fun regatta; we look forward to seeing you there.
Come to the BoatHouse and watch from the deck if you aren't participating!
LES CUMMINGS, Regatta Chair

Page

LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Les Cummings, President

LTEF President Les Cummings is on a welldeserved vacation back to his home area of the
Chesapeake. The following is an abbreviated
report. There has been a lot of activity at the BH
this last month. The parking lot has been cleared
in anticipation of a new surface. The latest word
is that the parking lot project will be scheduled
sometime after September 14. Thanks to all that
helped prepare the lot for the resurfacing project.
Scott Brown and his crew have been busy putting
in porch lighting, porch ceiling fans, wiring the
oven in the kitchen, rewiring the house fan for
two speeds and placing a series of motion security
lights on the periphery of the building. Good
work Scott and thanks to your crew.
The greater portion of the above has been in
preparation of the CAST event sponsored by the
BOR September 14. We are delighted the BOR
chose the BoatHouse as the site for this event.
Fund raising efforts:
We have had two $1,500 gifts and a $200
gift for out pram fleet. Additionally several other
asks are pending. Les has been working with
McLaughlin Boat Works of Tennessee to acquire
Optimist Prams. We are working up a bid to
purchase six prams that were used in the recent
Opti World Championships at a deeply
discounted price. We really hope this can be
worked out as this would kick off a junior
program in grand fashion. We still need funding
for this project. If you can help by contributing or
know someone who might be able to contribute,
please get in touch with Les. He could use your
help.
Lastly Les sends his thanks for the monthly gifts
and the matching gifts from the LTEF Board of
Directors.
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OU NROTC TACKLES
SAILING COURSE
Recently Lieutenant Junior Grade Tyree
Clark, Sailing Instructor for OU’s NROTC,
contacted the BoatHouse with the possibility of
the BoatHouse providing sailing instruction for
their Midshipmen.
After several phone
conversations and a meeting with the Program and
Publicity Committee, the unit worked with us to
adapt the Small Boat Sailing course to this special
audience. In addition to meeting the Navy's
requirement that officer candidates be sail
qualified, LTJG Clark had a second objective in
developing the class. NROTC battalions across
the country will be holding a number of regional
regattas and Clark wants to field a competitive
team. “My hope is that this course will serve as a
springboard for a number of our Midshipmen to
step up to competitive sailing and help us in future
regattas,” Clark said. Although the course was
developed primarily for freshmen, it also includes
sophomores and juniors who want to learn sailing.
According to Haines, who chairs the management
and program committees of the BoatHouse, “this
is a perfect example of how our partners can
maximize their relationship with the BoatHouse.”
LTJG Clark reviews and approves the curriculum
and serves as one of the instructors, while the
BoatHouse provides the training facility,
materials, boats, and US Sailing Certified
instructors from BoatHouse partner organizations.
OU Midshipmen participating in the program are
Meredith Avera, Andrew Francis, Kris George,
Brendan Klein, Jamie Knapp, Laura Le, Jo Mise,
Wes Patzkowsky, Colby Sandburg, Adam
Shepard, Randy Sulaver, and Casey Wiggins.
During the course, which is comprised of
seven sessions between September 4th and 29th,
the Midshipmen have met strong winds at times.
But, according to Paul Reynolds, one of the
BoatHouse instructors, “this is a smart and
aggressive group and I doubt that a little weather
will slow them down.” If the class fulfills the
needs of the NROTC Battalion as expected, it will
likely lead to similar classes being conducted in
future semesters.
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BoatHouse Management
& Programs
MANAGEMENT: Howard Haines, Chair Mngt Comm

The Management Committee last met the evening
of Sept 10 at the office of Phil Dame. A report of
that meeting will be posted on the BoatHouse
website (www.lakethunderbirdboathouse.org) for
your reference.
Catch a Special Thrill or CAST will be held
Saturday, Sept 14, at the BoatHouse. This fishing
derby for physically challenged children is
sponsored by the Bureau of Reclamation and the
Thunderbird State Park. That the facility is being
used by other groups to headquarter important
activities is a fine development. Our involvement
in the event is that of host. Chad Cox is to be
thanked for making arrangements and planning
the BoatHouse role. Helping Chad at the event
are Barbara and Les Cummings, Vesta Gettys,
Jerry Lojka, Karen Thurston, Barbara Schindler
and myself.
This time last month the Management Committee
took August and September to be relatively slack
periods for BoatHouse activities because of the
resurfacing and paving project. In fact, the two
months became fully utilized with classes (see
Programs below) and Sweat Equity projects.
Two work parties, August 10 and 17, met to
demolish the boat yard fence, move the storage
shed and secure the boats in temporary storage.
Park staff have worked extensively on the ADA
parking pad at the base of the dock and have made
the dock catwalk ADA compliant. Roger Elliott
poured asphalt and gravel inclines at the bases of
the wheelchair ramps of the building. Through the
good offices of Scott Brown, additional electrical
work was completed by workers with OKC
Electric (August 28 thru Sept 4) installing porch
fans, oven connections, motion sensitive lamps
and a two-speed switch on the attic fan.
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PROGRAMS & PUBLICITY: Howard Haines, Chair

The basic keelboat class discussed last month is
on its way! Five of our sailing instructors trained
with Rick Shaw, US Sailing certified keelboat
instructor, on the evenings August 19-22, and
became assistant instructors for the initial class
and those afterwards. Congratulations to Vesta
Gettys, Jerry Lojka, Jessie Matlock, Fred Striz,
Jody Watson. And much appreciation to Rick
Shaw for conducting the training class. The
application to certify the BoatHouse facility as a
keelboat school is pending with US Sailing. Pat
Ehlers took on that part of the project and did it
quickly and skillfully. Many thanks to Pat. All
these members have invested much of themselves
to achieve this important advance in the
BoatHouse curriculum.
The class itself is to be the evening of September
27 for theory and discussion, the afternoon of
Sunday, September 29, with that pattern repeating
on October 11 and 13. Seven students are
enrolled at this time.
I am pleased to report a new development in the
programs of the BoatHouse. Lt. Tyree Clark
contacted us about the possibility of doing a
beginning sailing class for the OU Naval ROTC
midshipmen. Commodore Bill discusses the class
elsewhere in this issue. The class is being
conducted now for eleven enthusiastic and keen
students (see schedule on Calendar). Hopefully
this offering will become a regular part of the
BoatHouse curriculum.
We need help in
presenting the class; please contact if you can
donate some time.
The Program & Publicity Group meets next on
Sept 16 at my home at 7PM. We can certainly
use your input and leadership in this group. Why
not attend and be a part of these interesting and
beneficial developments.
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(Continued from page 1)

Following the finish of the cruise/race,
we will serve breakfast and Mimosa’s at the
Boathouse.
Let’s try a new fun event to start the fall
sailing season! If you plan to sail, please contact
me with the type of boat you plan to sail so that
your handicap can be figured and your start time
calculated properly.
The course will be of moderate length,
and will round the permanent marks on the lake.
GPS bearings, distance, and waypoint
coordinates will be furnished to all participants.
Cellular telephone and VHF communication with
the Race Committee will be possible in case
someone gets lost or needs assistance (surely
not!). Official Race Committee time will be
announced at the membership meeting and will
be the only official time. All participating boats
will be required to have proper navigation lights.
Join in the fun, and enjoy the full moon!
If you have any questions, or will volunteer to
help with breakfast (i.e., bring a casserole,
biscuits, gravy, or meat) please give me a call

A Hearty Welcome Aboard to New
Members
Richard & Karol Duffy

LTEF boats For Sale –– Contact 405-447-4974
1981 Achilles Inflatable boat.
10’ with
plywood floor and 4 HP Eska outboard. $400.
1980 Express Wind Mk. IV sailboat. 14’.
Sails and rigging complete, trailer included.
$600.
1982 HOBIE Turbo-14.
Good condition.
Trailer. $600 obo. Call Rick McKinney at 3214852. (Attn: Dr. McKinney generously offers to
donate proceeds of the sale to LTEF.)
1984 Catalina 22 swing keel. Last year's first
place finisher in the Layton Cup is for sale. A
clean example of a "ready to sail" Catalina 22.
Phone Pat Ehlers at (405) 819-6981 or email
patj@cox.net or see a description on http://
members.cox.net/patj

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and Place

Sept 15

Wed. 1:00 -5:00 PM

4th Session, OUNROTC Beginning Sailing, BoatHouse

Sept 16

Monday, 7:00 PM

Program & Publicity, 515 Macy, Norman

Sept 21

Sat., 9 AM - 5 PM

5th & 6th Sessions, OUNROTC Beginning Sailing, BoatHouse

Sept 21

Saturday, 6:00 PM

TSC General Meeting, Evening Fun Sail, BoatHouse

Sept 22

Sun., 1:00 -5:00 PM

7th (final) Session, OUNROTC Beginning Sailing, BoatHouse

Sept 27

Friday, 6:30 PM

Basic Keelboat Class, Theory & Discussion, BoatHouse

Sept 29

Sunday, 1:00 PM

Basic Keelboat Class, Practical Session, C dock, Little River Marina

Oct. 5

Saturday, All Day

Layton Memorial Regatta

Oct 7

Monday, 7:00 PM

TSC Executive Committee Meeting, BoatHouse

Oct 8

Tuesday, 6:00 PM

BoatHouse Management Committee, 4805 SE 44th

Page

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Saturday, September 21st
6:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

2002 Executive Committee
Comm Bill Brackett..........……….…..329-7417
<bbrackett@ou.edu>
Vice Comm Karen Mellgren…….….….321-7968
<knowles48@aol.com>
Rear Comm Jerry Lojka…....….……...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….….….751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Pam Bradford...........……...….....360-1588
<pbradford@ou.edu>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…...321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan…………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations
P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

10th Annual Jerry Layton Memorial Regatta
Another great success!!
Concern had been raised the previous week because of forecasts of light, variable, to no wind for the regatta.
However, Saturday morning turned into a most pleasant sailing day after all. Pam Bradford, Paul Reynolds, and yours truly
arrived early on Saturday morning. Pam helped to get the BoatHouse opened, made coffee, set out the donuts, and helped to
set up the main hall. Paul prepared the race marks, flags, and other racing equipment, and I checked out the schedule for the
day and moved the Enya, our committee boat, over to the BoatHouse dock. Roger Elliott, Bill Brackett, Diane Moershel, and
others assisted Barbara Cummings in setting up the refreshments, Chili, cornbread, and the wonderful deserts.
Scott Brown and his crew for the day, Melissa and her daughter Lexie, arrived and we launched Janie Davis's
powerboat that would serve as one of the two safety boats for the day. The second safety boat was provided by Marvin
Browning (who had helped us with the BoatHouse drywall work during the construction) and his able crew was John Potts.
The safety boat operators did a fantastic job quickly moving skippers from boat to boat after each race. We thank the boat
owners (see list below) for providing their Catalina 22's again this year!
Winds were from 13 knots early in the series to less than 5 knots in the 3rd and 4th races. The wind direction, which
provided lots of lifts and headers, shifted from due east to due south and all points in between. The course was set just off the
BoatHouse so bystanders could watch the action as well. Results were called into the BH after each race.
The Race Committee consisted of Sandra Messer (Jerry Layton's daughter and TSC member), Karen Mellgren
(Vice-Commodore), Paul Reynolds (last year's Layton regatta winner), and yours truly. All races were run using the "M"
(See Layton Regatta on page 3)

Les Cummings presents the Catalina Plaque to
winning captain, Art Marchessault

The Winning crew of the 2002 Layton Regatta
are congratulated by Race Officer Les Cummings.
Pictured from left to right are Phil Trotter, owner
of the Barchetta, Pam Bradford, Les Cummings,
and Mike Klatt.
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Commodore Bill Brackett

Vice Commodore Karen Mellgren

IT WAS A GOOD YEAR

A large group of TSC members gathered for the
General Meeting on Sept. 21st and the "Full
Moon Race." Janie Davis and her enthusiastic
planning for the race brought out 9 boats and
skippers plus 2 to 5 crew per boat! As spectators
watched from the BoatHouse veranda, the
staggered starts began at 7:46 with approximately
5 minutes between starts depending on the
particular boats PHRF rating. Wind fluctuated
between 3 - 8 knots depending on the puffs! As
the sun went down and the full moon came up in
the S.E. so the wind fell until the lake looked like
glass. Four boats managed to finally round the 1st
mark including my own and Phil Moershels' - but
only 2 managed to finish the "shortened"
course. First over the line was Walt Hedrick in
Bits n' Pieces and second was Tim Mather in
Querencia. Great perseverance for those two
skippers! Back at the BoatHouse there were
breakfast casseroles and beverages for
celebration. "We have to do this more often" I
heard it said!

What a fast year. It seems as though we
were just changing the guard with the presenting
of officers’ flags at last years Christmas party and
here it is October marking the 2002 TSC Board’s
last general meeting. This is my final editorial to
you, as Commodore and I’d like to express a few
last words.
The Club has had a busy year with a
growing membership, five regattas, rebuilding a
racing program, sailing classes, two youth camps,
and a US Sailing Instructor course. We’ve added
a program with the OU NROTC, a US Sailing
Keelboat School, and an advertising program to
the Mainsheet. All these achievements began
with the inauguration of the new Lake
Thunderbird BoatHouse in April, a vibrant and
evolving facility that just continues to get better.
Although my schedule, personal and business,
took a demanding turn far beyond expectations
when I accepted the job as Commodore, I was
always able to fall back on the support of a very
able TSC Board who picked up my slack, while
performing their own duties. To you I am forever
grateful.
I would also like to express appreciation to
all of the TSC and other BoatHouse partner
members who helped carry out so many of the
activities we’ve offered to the public this year.
The member support of the sailing classes and
Youth Camp that I observed this past summer was
volunteerism at it’s best. There are so many
dedicated people working behind the scenes on
committees, the LTEF, and other functions, that it
would take too much space in this column to list
them all. The Club is having a direct impact on
the lives of the boundless Lake Thunderbird
Community with our recreational, educational,
and safety offerings. Looking back over the year, I
think it is one that will be remembered for some
time with pride and I thank you for allowing me to
be a part of it. The Club has achieved so much
and can look forward to a prosperous and
fulfilling future.

Our next General Meeting will be Friday,
October 18th at 7:00 p.m. at the
BoatHouse.
We have planned a special Catfish Fry for which
Roger Elliott is making the arrangements. Vesta
Gettys and Barbara Schindler will provide their
own celebration birthday cakes and ice
cream! Please bring a side dish to share. There is
a lot on the agenda including the election of new
officers!
See you there!

Holiday Party
December 14 at the
BoatHouse, 6:00 PM
Schedule it now!
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(Layton Regatta from page 1)

course with mid-line start/finish.

TSC OFFICER NOMINEES ANNOUNCED

The crews and skippers did a fantastic job. Going
into the final race, three skippers were vying for top honors.
Low point scoring method was used with .75 for first place.
Results were as follows:
Boat results
Crews

Points

1st BARCHETTA (Phil Trotter)
5
Pam Bradford, Mike Klatt, Phil Trotter
2nd WHIMSY (Chad Cox, owner)
10.75
Marilyn Friend, Tewoei Poon, Corbett Brown
3rd SARAHSHAE (Craig Sutter, owner)
14
Mary Ann Secrest, Jessica Wallace, Rock
Richardson
4th SAKAGEWEA (Frank Lawler, owner) 22
Karen Thurston, Alva Dennis, Frank Lawler
4th ALACRITY(Barbara Schindler, owner) 22
Vesta Gettys, Sam Moeshel, Jesse Matlock
Skippers:
1st Art Marchessault
2nd Phil Moershel
3rd Craig Sutter
4th Kerry Knowles
5th Bill Etchieson

The deadline for nominees to file with the
nomination committee as TSC Officers for 2003
has passed and the following names will be
submitted to the membership at the general
meeting for approval:
Commodore - Jerry Lojka
Vice Commodore - Altus Boren
Rear Commodore - Gus Shaver
Secretary - Karen Thurston
Treasurer - Barbara Schindler
Fleet Captain - Janie Davis
Attend the October 18, general meeting and
support the new 2003 TSC Board.

12.75
14
14.5
15.75
16.75

First place skipper, Art Marchessault, who is
retired and now lives in Vermont, graciously accepted the
beautiful Catalina plaque that was donated for this regatta
by Frank Butler, designer of the Catalina 22 and 25, and
President of Catalina Yachts. Art asked that the plaque
remain at the BoatHouse and that he would try to return
next year to serve on the RC boat as tradition requires. Art,
and all the skippers, expressed their appreciation to all the
crews who did such a fantastic job throughout the regatta.
I'd like to take this opportunity to thank everyone
involved with the regatta. It not only provides a fantastic
learning experience, but it is always fun and raises needed
funds for maintenance of our safety boat fleet. Finally, I'd
like to express my and the TSC's appreciation to Sandra,
her husband J.B. Messer, and grandson Joseph for their
continued support and for spending time with us at the
regatta. This regatta always gives us pause to remember
what Jerry Layton has contributed to the TSC through his
love of sailing and appreciation of the Lake Thunderbird
area.
Les Cummings, Layton Principal Race Officer

LTEF boats For Sale –– Contact 405-447-4974
1981 Achilles Inflatable boat. 10’ with
plywood floor and 4 HP Eska outboard. $400.
1980 Express Wind Mk. IV sailboat. 14’.
Sails and rigging complete, trailer included.
$600.
1982 HOBIE Turbo-14. Good condition.
Trailer. $600 obo. Call Rick McKinney at 3214852. (Attn: Dr. McKinney generously offers to
donate proceeds of the sale to LTEF.)
1984 Catalina 22 swing keel. Last year's first
place finisher in the Layton Cup is for sale. A
clean example of a "ready to sail" Catalina 22.
Phone Pat Ehlers at (405) 819-6981 or email
patj@cox.net or see a description on http://
members.cox.net/patj
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BoatHouse Management
& Programs
CONSTRUCTION: Roger Elliott, BoatHouse Building
The parking lot project is to start this week, around
the 7th of October, and should be finished by the 14th. After
it is completed, the Oklahoma Electric Cooperative has
offered to drill the fence post holes for the new fencing.
The boatyard will be nearly 50% larger than the old one.
We will need lots of volunteers for this fencing project.
Please offer your help when the notice is given. We thank
all who have helped clear the area in preparation for the
new parking lot.
In addition, we will trench and lay conduit to
install additional electrical service. It will run close to the
dock as well as south of the boatyard. Another service,
further west, will provide electrical for an open pavilion on
the south end of the parking lot on the grassy area.
Finally, we wish to express our appreciation to
Scott Brown and OKC Electric for the good work in getting
the motion detector lighting, ovens, whole-house fan
switch, and the fans and deck-lighting completed.
MANAGEMENT: Howard Haines, Chair Mngt Comm
The Management Committee will meet the evening of
October 15 at the office of Phil Dame. See a report of that
meeting posted on the BoatHouse website (www.
lakethunderbirdboathouse.org).
In preparation for the regrading and paving of the boatyard
and parking lot, a hard working bunch of "Sweat Equity"
BoatHouse mentors met for several Saturdays beginning
August 10, continuing on August 17 and finishing up on
September 28. Much was accomplished by these workers,
easily saving hundreds of dollars had this work been
contracted.
On the first Saturday, nearly all boats were removed from
the boatyard to temporary storage elsewhere and most of
the fence and west gates were dismantled. Even the
'Portopotti' and big spools of webbing were moved out of
the way. Those involved were pleased, and somewhat
surprised by how much was done. Three BoatHouse
organizations were represented: TSC, OU NROTC and
Ship 5790. Members generously forfeiting their Saturday
in order to help start this important project were Altus
Boren, Les Cummings, Kerry Knowles, Roger Elliott, Vesta
Gettys, Mark Ghigliotti, Jerry Lojka, Phil Moershel, Seth
Mutz, Rich Shaw, Andy St. John, Andrea, Anelise, Mike
Shepard, Elise and Fred Striz, Jarrod Weider, and myself.
Phil Moershel made the extra effort of bringing his tractor
which was particularly helpful in moving webbing spools
and boat trailers.
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A week later a similarly energized group got together to
continue the work, notably, moving the red storage shed off
the pavement. Not quite like moving the stones of the
pyramids but close! Rollers slipped underneath, brute
strength, swearing and...Steve Anderson's truck. This time
TSC and OUSCT had members present, namely, Steve
Anderson, Altus Boren, Roger Elliott, Emily and Hadley
Jerman, Mike Klatt, Jacques Landry, and Karen Thurston
all pitching in. Everyone in this group was pleased and
relieved that the park staff had had time during the week to
bring in heavy equipment and remove the fence posts.
Saturday, September 28, saw a third group doing odds and
ends that will allow the contractor, Silver Star Construction
of Moore, to operate effectively and execute the excellent
plan created jointly by the Bureau of Reclamation and the
Oklahoma Department of Transportation.
Remaining
boatyard fence and the east gate were taken down as was the
fence at the northest corner of the building. Material
cluttering the north side of the container was moved. Water
meter boxes were located and cleaned. These guys would
not stop! They even watered the scrubbery. Steve
Anderson, Chad Cox, Roger Elliott, Kerry Knowles, Tim
Mather, Phil Moershel, Doug Moore, Paul Reynolds and
myself composed this group and represent TSC and
OUSCT.
Silver Star Const. plans to start the week of October 7. The
job will be done in stages; the contract period extends to
mid November but it is probable the work will be done
sooner. Whenever the project is finished it will be a
significant improvement. Not just new asphalt but grading
and shaping so that the lion's share of drainage will flow to
the southeast corner of the boatyard largely eliminating the
erosion problems and quagmire problems we've had. Our
next involvement is to replace, I should say, build anew, the
boatyard. As presently planned the fenced area will be 40%
larger than originally with the red storage shed inside the
fenced area. Stay tuned!
PROGRAMS & PUBLICITY: Howard Haines, Chair
The basic keelboat class will finish this coming weekend.
Eight enthusiastic students will soon be joining the ranks of
keel boat sailors. Good for everyone involved.
The special class for the NROTC midshipmen was well
received. Weather was cooperative except for excessive
wind on the last day. I want to give special recognition to
all those that came out to help.
To paraphrase a popular computer techie phrase...Quality in
Quality out! This really showed up with the NROTC class.
Not only were the midshipmen smart and receptive, the staff
was outstanding in its members' obvious desire to introduce
sailing as the great sport it is. The class had to be organized
(See Programs and Publicity on page 6)
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Les Cummings, President
Trip back to Maryland:
I had a wonderful trip back home to the Eastern
Shore of Maryland in early September. The weather was
perfect and I got to sail on my cousin's Skipjack, the
Rebecca Ruark. More can be found at www.skipjack.org.
Another friend, Wayne Reeser, took me for a boat trip
around Sharp's Island Lighthouse, and north to see all the
work that has been done in rebuilding Poplar Island,
actually several small islands just NW of Tilghman Island.
Again, more on the Poplar Island project can be found at
www.fws.gov/r9dhcbfa/success.htm.
One of my main reasons for going back home was
to spend time with family and friends, especially, Bob and
Grace Cooper of Easton. Many TSC members, who were
on the Chesapeake Bay trip some years ago, will remember
Bob and Grace as our hosts at Higgins Seafood in St.
Michaels. Bob had been terminally ill for the past year and
I wanted to spend time with him before he was totally
incapacitated. We spent three wonderful days together,
including dinner at my sister's home. Many TSC members
will remember my sister Judy and brother-in-law Buddy
Haddaway from the TSC trip back there several years ago.
They hosted the TSC for a BBQ dinner the last evening
there, and opened their home to Mark and Becky Wilson
and Ron and Kathy Crabtree. Unfortunately, Bob passed
away on October 2nd. My sister called last evening and said
that over 600 people attended his memorial service at
Tilghman Methodist Church.
In addition, I had an opportunity to check out the
youth fleets at Oxford Yacht Club, Kent Island Yacht Club,
Annapolis Yacht Club, and St. Michaels Yacht Club. They
all confirmed their success with the Optimist Pram and
highly recommended them for kids. I met with a couple
prospective donors as well, but without success.
Fundraising:
Computer Projector: We are pleased that the TSC, NSPS,
Hobie Fleet #63, and OUSCT will fund $600 to be added to
the $1,000 Dell Computer gift-in-kind donation to purchase
a new Infocus computer projector. The projector will be
available at no charge for the participating donors and
available for rent to other non-participating partners and BH
renters. It will be ordered in October.
Matching Gifts: The LTEF Board Matching Gift Program
continues to be very successful. We have met the $200
maximum each month since it kicked off in June and we
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encourage each member of our partnering organizations to
consider a small monthly gift that can double thanks to the
LTEF board. The board extends it appreciation to its
donors.
Optimist Fleet: As most of you know, we have started a
campaign to raise $9,000 or more to purchase a six-boat
fleet of Optimist Prams. We have received two $1,500 gifts
from Mr. John Perri and Mr. Tom Goldsworthy of
Oklahoma City as well as two excellent gifts from TSC
members, Doug Moore, and Mary Ann Secrist! We also
have a grant application filed with Sarkeys Foundation to
assist in this purchase, if you know any Sarkeys board
members please ask for their support. We hope to have the
funds raised by December, as this is my last fundraising
effort before stepping down as President of the LTEF. I will
soon be sending 'asks' to all parents of children who have
participated in our weeklong Kid's Day Camps.
LTEF Board of Directors: The LTEF will be nominating
new officers for fiscal year 2003. In addition, election of
new board members will be considered at the January
annual meeting. If you are interested in serving, please
contact Frank Lawler, Nominating Committee Chair.
Please keep in mind that our bylaws only permit 15
members and I think we already have 14. In addition,
please express your appreciation to the members of the
board who have worked tirelessly to provide the TSC and
other partners with a first-rate facility in which to hold your
meetings and programs.
Other Gifts:
VHF Radio: We thank John Nelson and others at the State
Park, for donating the VHF radio to the BoatHouse we will
start working on setting it up as a base-station for on-water
communications.
Fire Extinguisher certification: We thank David Perri,
who serves with the Norman Fire Department and who is
affiliated with Automatic Fire Control, for checking and
certifying all six of the BoatHouse fire-extinguishers, at no
cost. We also thank Paul Reynolds for meeting David at the
BH at 8am on Sunday morning to complete this recertification check for us.
BoatHouse Weather Station: We thank Roger and Cheri
Elliott for the donation and installation of the beautiful
clock in the main hall. As well as a remote outside temp
send/receive unit, its time is in sync with Greenwich time
via the National Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST), in Boulder, Colorado( www.boulder.nist.gov/
timefreq/general/about.html ).
Special Report:
C.A.S.T: The LTEF board expresses its appreciation to
everyone who helped make the "Catch a Special Thrill"
fishing derby such a great success. According to the thank(See LTEF on page 6)
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you letter from the BOR, we had 28 handicapped or
disadvantaged youth participate and had 31 bass-boats
available. A wonderful day was had by all. Note: Each
child caught at least one fish and one lucky child caught 20!
We have offered the BoatHouse for the 2003 event and we
should know if we have been selected as host in the near
future.
The Board is also pleased with the plans to have the
BoatHouse approved as an official U.S. Sailing Association
Keelboat School. We extend our appreciation to all who
have volunteered to teach the OU NROTC sailing classes as
well as the new Keelboat class now underway. I do hope
that membership forms to the TSC are provided to each
student as they complete their classes at the BoatHouse.
Special Notice to partners:
BoatHouse Maintenance:
The LTEF board will soon ask the Management Committee
to develop a BOATHOUSE MAINTENANCE PROGRAM
where each participating organization will assist in
maintaining the BoatHouse and grounds. The initial idea
will be for each participating partner (groups using the
BoatHouse and Boat Storage Yard) to provide a certain
number of hours or tasks per year to clean, paint, and
maintain the BoatHouse and to cut grass, plant flowers,
weed, and clean up the grounds. We have found that too
small a group of volunteers are doing too much of this
work.
If your group does not plan to help with
maintenance, please notify your Management Committee
representative, and they will put you in touch with an
available contract laborer whom your group can hire to do
your share of the work. We all have to work together to
keep the facility in excellent condition. The Management
Committee will develop a list of projects each month that
needs your attention.

In other sports news ----->
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(Programs and Publicity from page 4)

and presented in a short time, a week to be precise. Even so,
members of partner organizations responded quickly to my
requests for aid and together we started the class as planned
on the fourth of September. Despite having unusual
logistical concerns, what with the paving project, no fenced
yard and cluttered storgage sheds, the remaining six sessions
went well.
While I served as primary instructor, other US Sailing
Certified instructors, Bill Brackett, Tyree Clark, Chad Cox,
Vesta Gettys, Kerry Knowles, Jerry Lojka, Jessie Matlock
and Paul Reynolds, willingly assumed important teaching
and coaching assignments and did excellent jobs. Plus,
there was a wonderful crew of volunteers who mentored &
coached, rigged, trailered and performed the myriad of other
tasks that are part and parcel of the classes. Many thanks to
Corbett Brown, Doris Dewberry, Paul Fitzgerald, Mike
Galoob, Mike Klatt, Phil Moershel, Te Woei Poon, Barbara
Schindler, Karen Thurston and Phil Trotter all of whom
volunteered many hours of their valuable time. Too, the
special session on the afternoon of Saturday, September 21,
when the students were introduced to keelboats could not
have happened without Altus Boren, Bill Brackett, Roger
Elliott, Phil Moershel and Barbara Schindler. These good
folks lent the use of their boats as well as their time to insure
our class gave this extra measure.
Twenty-one keen and dedicated members of BoatHouse
partners -- NROTC, OKC Sail & Power Squadron, OU Sail
Club and TSC -- showing what can happen with some
planning, coordination and pooling of resources. Many
thanks to all of you and let us continue!
The Program & Publicity Group meets next on October 14
at my home at 7PM. Why not attend one of these meetings?
You, with the use of a few hours per month, could be part of
putting these programs and activities together.

Emily LeVan Wins Maine Marathon
The daughter of TSC member and Mainsheet Editor George
LeVan (Ok, I had a little extra room in this month's edition),
Emily LeVan, 29, won the 11th Maine Marathon in
Portland, Oct. 6th. Her Maine Marathon record setting time
was 2 hours, 47 minutes and 33 seconds, topping her
previous personal best time in the 2000 Boston Marathon by
13 minutes.
She won $500 for first place and another $500 for breaking
2:50 for running the 26.2 miles. More importantly, her time
qualified her for the first corral of runners at the New York
City Marathon November 2nd and for the Olympic trials in
St. Louis.

Photo by Portland (ME) Press Herald

Emily LeVan breaks the tape and the Maine Marathon
women's record.

Way to go, Emily! Jill and I will see you in New York next
month and hopefully in Athens in 2004.

Page
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Mainsheet Editor George LeVan

Help Wanted !!

Want to Cruise British Virgin Islands?
Chad Cox and Bill Brackett are planning a cruise of
BVI for late winter or early spring. Early May would
provide a break in the price and for extra days but no
date has been fixed. For example, at Tradewinds
Charters, the prices comparing their high and mid
season are about 80% less and for 9 days as opposed
to 7 days. Also, a 10% price break can be obtained by
booking 6 months in advance. The price per cabin for
their older charter boats would be about $500 for the
mid season. If interested contact either Chad or Bill.

TSC Dues for 2003
Our new fiscal year begins Nov. 1 and statements have been sent out for your 2003 renewals. Please send your dues payment to
PO Box 1086, Norman, 73070.
$50 full and group, $25 associate and $15
student.

With reluctance, the Human Resources
Department of the Mainsheet has accepted the
resignation of Jill LeVan as Advertising Director. Jill
has recently been elected Vice President of the board
for The Center for Children and Families Inc. (CCFI)
in Norman and will be President the following year.
She feels that her increased duties with CCFI will
prevent her from serving as Advertising Director also.
The ads that we ran over the summer provided
several hundred dollars of revenue to TSC that we
wouldn't have had otherwise, enough to more than
cover the costs of printing and mailing the Mainsheet
to those who want a hard copy. The excess revenues
go into the TSC general fund for other expenses.
Most of the advertisers we contacted last
summer have indicated that they are willing to renew
their ads from year to year. Much of the work in
getting advertising off the ground has already been
admirably done by Jill, but I would like for one of the
TSC members to volunteer to help peddle advertising
in the future. It's a good way to contact businesses that
are related to sailing and Lake Thunderbird and spread
the word about the Thunderbird Sailing Club.
Anyone who is interested should contact me at
366-1903 or at tynecot@aol.com. I have a folder of
contact persons at various businesses that have
advertised in the past and a list of potential advertisers.

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and place

Oct 14

Monday, 7:00 PM

Program and Publicity Group, 515 Macy, Howard Haines' home

Oct 15

Tuesday, 6:30 PM

Management Committee, 4805 SE 44th, Phil Dame's office

Oct 18

Friday, 7:00 PM

TSC General Meeting & Fish Fry, BoatHouse

Oct 24

Thursday, 7:00 PM

LTEF Meeting, BoatHouse

Dec 14

Saturday, 6:00 PM

TSC Holiday Party. BoatHouse
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2002 Executive Committee

Next Meeting
General Meeting

Friday, October 18
7:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Note:
We are moving from
Saturday to Friday, and this
month we are cooking fish.
Be there!

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Comm Bill Brackett..........……….…..329-7417
<bbrackett@ou.edu>
Vice Comm Karen Mellgren…….….….321-7968
<knowles48@aol.com>
Rear Comm Jerry Lojka…....….……...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........….….….….751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Pam Bradford...........……...….....360-1588
<pbradford@ou.edu>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…...321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan…………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>

8

Mainsheet
November 2002
Thunderbird Sailing Club

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations
P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Mainsheet Editor George LeVan

Vice Commodore Altus Boren

This is a slow news month. The weather has
been lousy, summer is behind us and we are not so
much into sailing as we have been in months past. I
know the dear old Tynecot is sitting in her slip at
Calypso Cove wondering just where I have been, and
will no doubt show her displeasure with me next time
we take her out.

Having been given the privilege to serve on the
TSC board, I thank you and hope to justify your
confidence this year. I’m very pleased to tell you
of the next meeting at the boathouse, Friday,
November 15, at 7:00 p.m. Kerry Knowles and
Karen Mellgren have graciously agreed to share
with us their experiences and their short video
tape on the Intaka, (60' steel hulled sailboat) and
their recent trip, along with Frank Lawler, from
Tortola to Ft. Lauderdale via Cuba! I’m very
excited about hearing their story and indeed hope
you can make it. Please bring a covered dish or
snacks and join the camaraderie and fun. I think
we had around 40 members and family at the last
meeting and hope to have close to that for this
one. Again, thanks for letting me be your ViceCommodore and please put November 15 on
your calendar to come hear Kerry’s and Karen’s
story.

With new officers on board this month, I
haven't had a chance to sufficiently flog them into
getting me newsworthy items for submission into the
Mainsheet. Part of that is my fault as I missed this
month's Executive Committee meeting due to being
on assignment in New York by the Mainsheet Sports
Department. I was hoping to include racing results
from the last race on Thunderbird, but the information
was not provided. In lieu of that, other race results are
included on Page 5.
So since there is not much news this month
and since I still have a little space to fill up, let me
pound on the table a bit about the Mainsheet. I got a
new billfold for my birthday and in switching all the
stuff from the old to the new, I find that I am a card
carrying member of three organizations, the TSC, the
American Dental Assn. (why I keep sending them
dues, I really can't figure out), and the Western Front
Association., a rather esoteric British charity aimed at
furthering the memory of those who served in the
Great War, just the sort of organization that would
appeal to someone who named his sailboat after a
British war cemetery from the First World War. The
US branch of the WFA sends me a newsletter
Camaraderie periodically and in the July issue was an
article from their publisher which struck home. With
apologies to Adm. Venzke, I shamelessly steal the
following from his column:
(See Mainsheet on page 4)

P.S. See you at the Holiday Party December 14 at
6:00.

TSC Dues for 2003
Our new fiscal year begins Nov. 1 and statements have been sent out for your 2003 renewals. Please send your dues payment to
PO Box 1086, Norman, 73070.
$50 full and group, $25 associate and $15
student.
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Les Cummings, President
Congratulations to all the volunteers:
The LTEF is very pleased to report that the BoatHouse, in
its first year of operation, has generated net income from
rentals, sailing classes, Kid's Day Camps, and other
educational events sufficient to cover nearly all ongoing
expenses for the BoatHouse! According to the financial
review, the net income was only about five hundred dollars
short of covering all utilities, insurance, boat registrations,
and other BH related operational expenses.
Having
volunteers giving of their time and effort for these classes
has made this financial success possible. Please extend
your offer to help next summer. Volunteering to help at
these classes will reduce the need for direct financial
support from the BH partners.
Fundraising:
Computer Projector: Thanks to Dell Corporation, Norman
Sail and Power Squadron, OUSCT, Hobie Fleet #63, and
the Thunderbird Sailing Club, we now have a new Infocus
computer projector and will soon have a large projection
screen installed at the BoatHouse. In addition, we will also
have a very nice portable projection screen that can be used
in the library or for offsite presentations.
Matching Gifts: The LTEF Board Matching Gift Program
continues to be very successful. We have met the $200
maximum each month since it kicked off in June and we
encourage each member of our partnering organizations to
consider a small monthly gift that can double thanks to the
LTEF board. The board extends it appreciation to its
donors.
Optimist Fleet: The funding program is moving forward
very well. Since last month we have had a $1,500 pledge
from Janie Davis and a $1,000 pledge from Marilyn Friend
for the Opti fleet. These new pledges total $6,000 of the
$9,000 outside funds goal. 'Ask' letters have been sent to
the parents of each of the children who have attended the
summer Kid's Sailing Day Camps. We were also notified
that a decision on our grant application to Sarkeys
Foundation has been deferred until their January board
meeting. We ask 'you' to consider a tax-deductible gift in
any amount for this project. Please send your donations to
LTEF, P.O. Box 1756, Norman, OK 73070-1756. Several
additional 'asks' have been mailed in the past three weeks.
NOTE: WE HAVE BEEN OFFERED ANOTHER
DISCOUNT THAT WOULD SAVE US $135 PER
BOAT IF WE CAN PURCHASE AND PICK UP THE
BOATS BY DECEMBER 1. IF WE CAN RAISE
$3,000 BY THE 23RD OF NOVEMBER WE CAN
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ORDER THESE SPECIAL PRICED BOATS! PLEASE
CONSIDER YOUR GIFT, NOW!
End of year gifts: Please remember that gifts to the LTEF
are tax deductible. As we move closer to the end of this
calendar year, consider a gift in any amount to the LTEF. If
you'd like the gift to be restricted, please note this along with
your check.
Also remember that we now have an
ENDOWMENT FUND that, over time, will help fund BH
enhancements, grants, and on-going needs. In addition to
direct gifts to the endowment, the board has guaranteed
future funding by approving a motion to place 10% of all
unrestricted monetary gifts in the endowment.
Special Notice to partners regarding BoatHouse
maintenance:
The LTEF board has asked the BH Management Committee
to develop a BOATHOUSE MAINTENANCE PROGRAM
whereby each participating organization will assist in
maintaining the BoatHouse and grounds. The initial idea
will be for each participating partner (groups using the
BoatHouse and Boat Storage Yard) to provide a certain
number of hours or tasks per year to clean, paint, and
maintain the BoatHouse and to cut grass, plant flowers,
weed, and clean up the grounds. We have found that too
small a group of volunteers are doing too much of this work.
If your group does not plan to help with maintenance, please
notify your Management Committee representative, and
they will put you in touch with an available contract laborer
whom your group can hire to do your share of the work. We
all have to work together to keep the facility in excellent
condition. The Management Committee will develop a list
of projects each month that needs your attention. Your ideas
to make this program easily managed are greatly appreciated
LTEF Board of Directors: The LTEF nominating
committee has reported the nomination of the following
board members as officers for the year 2003: President-Chad Cox, Vice-President--Roger Elliott, Secretary-Marilyn Friend, and Treasurer--Connie Divine. The
election will be held at the annual board meeting in January.
We are very pleased to have such a talented Exec
Committee to guide the LTEF to new heights in 2003 and
we extend our appreciation to those who have served on the
Exec Committee and on the LTEF Board in 2002 and in
prior years.
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CONSTRUCTION: Roger Elliott, BoatHouse Building
Chair

Parking lot: The parking lot project started the week
of October 7th. Unfortunately, the weather has held
up completion of the project. According to Silver Star
Construction, the asphalt work should be completed
by November 8th, again depending upon the weather.
After it is completed, the Oklahoma Electric
Cooperative has offered to drill the fence post holes
for the new fencing. The boatyard will be nearly 50%
larger than the old one and we will need lots of
volunteers for this fencing project, especially from
those partners who store their boats in the boatyard.
Please offer your help when the notice is given. We
thank everyone who helped clear the area in
preparation for the new parking lot.
Electrical: OKC Electric has trenched and laid
electrical conduit from the BH electrical panels to the
dock/ADA pad area and to the NE corner of the
storage container, south of the boat yard. We express
our appreciation to Scott Brown for his assistance.
Library/Office: The LTEF has approved $1,000 to
purchase lateral file/storage units for the library and
office as needed. John Potts and Howard Haines are
working together to determine what's needed. We
hope to have this completed before year-end. We also
look forward to additional ideas and help from Phil
Dame and the Decorating Committee.
Flowers/landscaping: Sometime after the first of the
year, the LTEF will take delivery of daffodil bulbs as
we did last year. Several hundred were planted on the
hillside west of the BoatHouse and they were beautiful
when they bloomed. We, as usual, will put out a call
for help to plant these bulbs and we hope we will have
a few more volunteers to help this year.
Other BH/site projects planned for 2003/2004:
• Construct the brick patio and install BBQ grill
• Install gates and steps from the deck to the hillside
east and to the brick patio north
• Continue efforts to fund and construct an open
pavilion on the south end of the BH property
• Install electrical using existing conduit to the
ADA/Dock area and south of the boat yard
• Paint parking areas around the BoatHouse
• Install security lighting for the boatyard
• Apply deck stain and wood preservative
• Spray insulation around the tops of the wooden
posts on the deck to keep insects out of the attic
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BoatHouse Management
& Programs
MANAGEMENT: Howard Haines, Chair
The paving and project is winding down. Projections
are that it will be finished in a day or two as I write
this on November 7. The Management Committee
met the evening of October 15 at the office of Phil
Dame. See a report of that meeting posted on the
BoatHouse website (www.lakethunderbirdboathouse.
org).
Among other concerns the committee developed a
tentative schedule for replacing the boatyard. When
the paving is complete, Les and Roger will mark
where postholes will be necessary and arrange with
OEC to drills holes as designated. During the next
available weekend a small group will set the posts and
the following weekend the fence will be erected and
the boats returned. The second weekend will require
substantial numbers of eager and competent works so
please stay 'on line' for an announcement of that task
group.
The next meeting of the Management Committee is
November 12, at 6:30 PM at Phil Dame's office, 4805
SE 44th MWC. These meetings are open to any
member of BoatHouse organizations. Feel welcomed
to attend and possibly become a working member of
the group. Unfortunately a valuable member has had
to resign due to career pressures; let me express my
appreciation to Craig Sutter for his input both to the
Management Committee and the Programs group over
the last year.
If you skipped over the LTEF report by Les
Cummings please go back and read it -- or if you've
already seen his comments about the finance review
and the opportunity to buy discounted Optis, let me
add a few words.
The Sailing Smart day camps for youngsters
comprised a significant portion of BoatHouse income
for 2002. And ...we only did two such camps. Why
only two? The available dinghies, Sunfish, Laser, and
the like, are meant for adults and way over powered
for kids. Thus, in the interest of safety, we scheduled
Sailing Smart camps in the late summer when we
could rely on low winds.
(See Management on page 4)
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This would change with Optimists as the training
boats. Optimists are extremely stiff little boats. We
have hosted junior events in 15 knots plus winds with
no untoward problems experienced by the Opti sailors.
Having a fleet of these appropriately sized dinghies
will allow us to schedule camps earlier in the summer,
probably one camp in June, two in July and one in
August, ie, doubling the revenues from this source
while expanding our service to the community. At a
stroke we serve the mission of the Boat House and aid
with self-sustenance.

I am certain that the membership recognizes the
necessity of evaluating performance for the purpose of
providing feedback which might help improve any
operation. A maximum effort is made in producing
Camaraderie, with the goal of including articles which
will capture the interest of the vast majority of the
membership. Of course, the achieving of that goal
cannot be realized without feedback from the
membership as well as submissions of articles for
publication.
Unfortunately, scant feedback and
participation has been received from the membership
in the past. The supply of articles is generally
inadequate. Typically, an issue is completed using all
of the material on hand with no reserve on which to
base planning for future issues. Given a membership
of slightly under 400, it would seem reasonable to
assume that two or three members might have an
article which would be of interest. Let's do better in
the future!

Additionally a fleet of Optimists will encourage
youngsters -- either those 'graduating' from the day
camps or kids of members or community youth -- to
become involved in sailing in the long-term, possibly
helping Sea Scout Ship 5790 or even leading to a
junior racing program.
Please think seriously about a tax deductible
contribution to the LTEF earmarked for the purchase
of Optimists prams.

PROGRAMS & PUBLICITY: Howard Haines, Chair

The P&P Group did not conduct business in October.
Members were out of town and otherwise occupied on
October 14 when the meeting was scheduled. So there
is little to report.
Two developments need mention.


The Oklahoma City Flotilla of the Coast Guard
Auxiliary is hosting a general information meeting
at the BoatHouse, Sunday, November 10. The
idea is attract local boaters to become involved
and charter a Flotilla on Lake Thunderbird. This
would be positive and beneficial development for
all the BoatHouse partners.



North Sails had arranged with the BoatHouse to
hold a North U. seminar in the facility on
Saturday, March 1, 2003. An all day event taught
by a championship sailor. More details as we get
closer, but if you want to improve your knowledge
of sail trim and competition this would be time
well spent.

Couldn't have said it better myself, Admiral, though
maybe in less flowery prose, and it's nice to see that I
am not the only one sometimes frustrated. I've tried a
few new wrinkles in the past year since I took over the
editorship of the Mainsheet and must say there hasn't
been much feedback in terms of submission of articles
by anyone other than the usual suspects that show up
each month. I've tried Mainsheet quizzes and boat
food recipes and asked for submission of questions or
recipes and have gotten nothing in return. Does the
membership want to see stuff like this in the
Mainsheet? Does anyone read it in the first place?
Surely, our members have stories of sailing trips they
have taken, good times on Thunderbird they have had,
or their thoughts on strengths, weaknesses or their
perceived direction of the TSC. At this point, I would
even welcome scathing letters to the editor about how
poorly done the Mainsheet is. Let's do better in the
future!

Holiday Party
December 14 at the
BoatHouse, 6:00 PM
Schedule it now!
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Racing Results from New York
A Great Run by Emily LeVan
Covering the 26.2 miles from Staten Island to the Tavern on the Green in Central Park in a 6
minute, 26 second per mile pace, Emily LeVan of Wiscasset, ME, daughter of TSC member George
LeVan, finished the New York City Marathon in a time of 2:46:58 on November 2nd. This time was
good for a 21st place finish in the field of over 11,800 female runners, and was the 8th fastest time for an
American woman. Her time in winning the Maine Marathon last month was two minutes off the pace to
place her in the group of 25 'elite' female runners who started the race 30 minutes prior to the other
32,000 entrants in the race and Emily had some problems at the start working her way through the crowd
of runners, but even so, managed to have a faster time than 4 of the elite runners.
George and Jill LeVan, along with her husband, Brad Johnson, were on hand to pump her full of
pasta the evening before at a hole in the wall Italian restaurant that was more than a notch or two above
the Olive Garden, and to cheer her on
during the race. We first spotted her
at Mile 17, at 63rd and 1st Ave and
she was running strongly with a smile
on her face as she headed up to
Harlem and the Bronx before heading
back to Manhattan on 5th Ave. We
saw her again as she made the turn by
the Plaza Hotel into Central Park with
just a half a mile to go. The smile was
gone by then but her stride was still
strong.
After the race, we took the
subway back to our hotel where she
showered, then she and Brad started
driving back to Maine looking
forward to finding the biggest,
greasiest cheeseburger and fries in
Photo by Mainsheet Sports Dept. Staff
Connecticut. Look for more racing
Emily LeVan waves to family and friends after entering
updates after the Boston Marathon Manhattan onto 1st Avenue from the Queensborough Bridge at
next April.
Mile 17 of the New York City Marathon.

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and place

Nov 15

Friday, 7:00 PM

TSC General Meeting, BoatHouse

Dec 14

Saturday, 6:00 PM

TSC Holiday Party. BoatHouse
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Next Meeting
General Meeting

Friday, November 15
7:00 PM at the BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Comm Jerry Lojka............……….…...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Vice Comm Altus Boren…..…….….…..321-7914
<altusboren@yahoo.com>
Rear Comm Gus Shaver…....….……….329-0555
<johnngus@es.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….…..…..751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Karen Thurston........……...…...….329-5551
<karen_thurston@cox.net>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…….321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan….………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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Mainsheet
December 2002
Thunderbird Sailing Club

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Associations
P.O. Box 1086, Norman, Oklahoma 73070-1086

Commodore Jerry Lojka
IN 1969 SIX SAILING ENTHUSIASTS
organized the Thunderbird Sailing Club. As I
read the history and saw the changes that have
taken place since the club’s inception, I feel
fortunate that I have the chance to be a part of it.
Aerial photos show the changes that have taken
place over the past 33 years.
The philosophy and mission of the club has
not changed, though. Education, safety and
camaraderie are still the focus of the club. Huge
advances have been made in the last few years
and we will continue to see advancements in
sailing programs and the physical facilities. The
club’s commitment to help finance the Opti prams
is evidence of its excitement to expand the
programs we support.
My hope is that we will continue to build on
the foundation already laid by those before. I am
proud of what the club stands for and the good
things it offers the community. My goal is to
serve the club and help improve conditions for its
members. Let’s work together and be the kind of
club others would like to be a part of. Above all,
let’s have fun, work together and stay friends.

A hearty Welcome aboard to New
Members

Jim and Beverly
Stanley

TSC Holiday Party
Saturday, December 14, 2002
6:00 P.M. at the BoatHouse

Gather ye members at the Thunderbird Sailing Club's
Annual Holiday Awards Banquet

For all ye are invited

There shall be feasting of turkey, ham & beverages abound.
For evening's entertainment there will be
Music, Awards & Recognitions,
Flag Exchanges by Officers,
And Good Cheer for All.
Do bring your favorite holiday dish to share with friends
In celebration of good tidings.
For more information, call Karen Mellgren 321-7968
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'Twas the Morning of
the Race
'Twas the morning of the race,
When all across the water,
Not a breeze was stirring
Not even a flutter.
The sails were hoisted
Up the masts with care,
In hopes that the wind
Soon would be there.
The Race Committee anchored
To form the starting line,
While the taste of Schnapps
Danced in their minds;
And the crews in their places
And the skippers aware,
That the spinnaker must be
Handled with care.
When out on the water
There arose such a flag,
The horn sounded, the boats
sprang
And never looked back.
Away to the mark
They flew like a flash,
Rounded it carefully
And tacked with a dash.
The clouds in the north
Were starting to grow,
And the winds of midday
Were beginning to blow.
When what to our wondering
Eyes should appear,
But mark number three
Beginning to near,
With a pull of the tiller
So smoothly but quick,
We knew in a moment
A tight turn was the trick.
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More rapid than eagles
The cruisers they came,
As they tacked and jibed,
For the trophy to claim—

The speed of the boats
Was beginning to grow,
And the crew all shocked
At what the knot meter did show!

“Now, Traveler! Now, Precious!
Now, Bits & Pieces!
On, Barchetta! On, that boat with
The hull in three pieces!

The winch handle
Was held tight in one hand,
And the winch was encircled
With line fast as you can.

“To the mark to the south!
The skipper did call!
Now sail away! Sail away!
Sail away from them all!”

It was a distance race
That was cut a bit short
As we approached the last mark
Rounding to port.

As the depth alarm sounded
before
The boat began to feel,
When they met with an obstacle,
Against the keel.

It was windy and cold,
A good November day,
And we cheered when the horn
sounded,
We finished…Hooray!

So up went the centerboard
The crew how they flew,
With the jib sheets in hand,
Knowing just what to do.

A call on the radio
And a voice saying, “Don’t leave.”
Soon gave us to know
We had marks to retrieve.

And then, with a quickening,
They felt the boat’s speed
Increase from nothing
But had they kept the lead?

The committee spoke not a word,
But went straight to their work,
Tallied all the times while
Around the pavilion we did lurk.

On beam reach the boats looked
For the next mark to be found,
As across the lake the wind
Came with a bound.

And raising the trophy
Up into the air,
And announcing the winner,
While we all gave a cheer.

We were dressed all in bibs,
Foul weather gear had we,
For we knew in November
Blustery winds we would see.

He sprang from his seat,
To his crew gave a thank you,
And out came the beer
And champagne as on cue.

A bundle of sails
All prepared to hoist
With halyards and rigging
Attached to the skipper’s choice.

But we heard it exclaimed
From the RC members among us,
“Mark your calendars next year
to sail the Hiram Douglas!”

Our
Our
Our
Our

ears—how they ached!
cold fingers grew weary!
cheeks were like roses,
noses like cherries!
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Les Cummings, President
Fundraising
Computer Projector: The new projection screen and
portable projection screens are now at the BoatHouse.
Thanks again to Dell Computer Corporation, OU Sail
Club and Team, Norman Sail and Power Squadron,
and the Thunderbird Sailing Club for funding this
project. It was great to have use of the equipment and
screen for the Kerry and Karen's Cuba trip program at
the last meeting.
Matching Gifts: The LTEF Board Matching Gift
Program continues to be very successful. We have
met the $200 maximum each month since it kicked off
in June and we encourage each member of our
partnering organizations to consider a small monthly
gift that can double thanks to the LTEF board. The
board extends it appreciation to its donors.
Optimist Fleet: Great News!
Thanks to an "ADVANCE of funds" from the
Thunderbird Sailing Club ($2,500) and the LTEF
($1,000), we have purchased the six-boat fleet of
Winner Opti's. Howard Haines, Tracy Pinegar, and
yours truly drove to New Orleans over the
Thanksgiving weekend and picked up the boats after
the Opti Mid-Winter Nationals at the Southern Yacht
Club. See pictures in this issue of the Mainsheet. We
also express our appreciation to Chris and Ann
Luppens, TSC members from Lafayette, La. for
helping us to load the Opti's on the trailer and for
treating us to a wonderful breakfast in New Orleans on
Sunday morning. FYI, Chris is a former Fleet Captain
of the TSC, and is now a Senior Race Judge for U.S.
Sailing and was the Senior Judge for the 192
competitors at the 2002 Opti Mid-Winter Nationals.
Congratulations Chris! Thanks to Phil and Kathy
Dame, the boats are stored in a heated and secure
building until spring. We also extend our appreciation
to Pat and Chad Cox, Phil Dame, and Kerry Knowles
(who also provided quilts and straps for the boats) for
helping Howard Haines and yours truly unload the
boats. Thank you, thank you, and thank you!
The funding program has moved forward very
well. As mentioned last month we have had a $1,500
donation from Janie Davis, $1,500 donation from Dr.
David Hill of Easton, Maryland, and a gift from Dr.
Jerry Hargis. Thanks to these and other previously
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mentioned gifts and the advance from the TSC and
LTEF, we were able to take advantage of special
discounts by purchasing and picking up the boats at
the Mid-Winter Nationals.
We express our
appreciation to Tracy Pinegar of OKC and to Matt
Wake of Sturgis BoatWorks of West Yarmouth, MA,
for obtaining the special pricing for us. The total
funding required is $11,000, this provides funding for
six Opti Dinghies, two Opti dollies, bow bumpers,
travel expenses to pick them up and deliver them from
New Orleans, and for Oklahoma registration costs.
We have been notified that a decision on our grant
application to Sarkeys Foundation has been deferred
until their January 17th board meeting. We continue
to ask 'you' to consider a tax-deductible gift in any
amount for this project. Please send your donations to
LTEF, P.O. Box 1756, Norman, OK 73070-1756. If
these boats are as popular as we think they will be, we
hope that four more boats will be added to the Opti
fleet next year!
Boat Shelter: A special thank you to Charles
Schindler and Les Anderson for donating funds to
purchase a carport-type cover to protect the Optimist
Dinghies and other LTEF boats from the sun and
weather.
End of year gifts: Please remember that gifts to the
LTEF are tax deductible. As we move closer to the
end of this calendar year, consider a gift in any amount
to the LTEF. If you'd like the gift to be restricted,
please note this along with your check.
Also
remember that we now have an ENDOWMENT
FUND that, over time, will help fund BH
enhancements, grants, and on-going needs. In addition
to direct gifts to the endowment, the board has
guaranteed future funding by approving a motion to
place 10% of all unrestricted monetary gifts in the
endowment.
(See LTEF on page 6)

Have you thought about

Year-End Tax Deductible Gifts?

BoatHouse still needs
Donations
For -- Furniture, Equipment,Programs
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Central States Sailing Association
Karen Mellgren
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they have successfully planned, organized, hosted
and executed one of the most challenging events
that a club could accomplish - a sailboat regatta.
Congratulations go out to our hard working
members and let's do it again next year!!

This past November, I was indeed the new
kid on the block as the Thunderbird Sailing Club
representative to the Board of Directors at the
annual CSSA meeting in Kaw City. The Board of
Directors is responsible for the Association dues,
establishing a schedule of events for each sailing
season and to provide guidelines, policies and
directions for the Executive Committee. The
meeting was very informative and I found out that
there are a lot of sailors in this organization who
put in a lot of time and effort to schedule events
for every type of sailor: Juniors, women's, one
design, open regattas, championships, masters 55
and over and charity regattas. For now, I will just
include the schedule of regattas that Thunderbird
Sailing Club will be committed to:
April 19-20
July 12
Nov. 2

Dogwood Regatta
Junior Regatta
Hiram Douglas Regatta

In addition to regattas, Thunderbird Sailing Club
will be hosting the annual CSSA meeting
Saturday November 1 before the next Hiram
Regatta on, November 2.
The board was unanimous in having these two
events back to back, as this will bring many
board members/sailors/boats to the BoatHouse in
the same weekend! Next month I will publish the
calendar for 2003.
But for now, I wish to inform those who were not
present at the November General Meeting of a
wonderful honor that was presented to the
Thunderbird Sailing Club: The Charles H.
Froeb Award for Excellence in Race
Management "in recognition of efforts that rise
above the ordinary." CSSA recognizes the sailing
club which managed the "best" CSSA sanctioned
regatta for 2002 - The Dogwood Regatta!!! The
clubs that receive the Froeb Award know that

Allen Archer, CSSA Commodore, presenting the
2002 Froeb Award to Thunderbird Sailing Club
Representative Karen Mellgren at the November
annual meeting in Kaw City.

Mainsheet Announces
Holiday Closing Schedule
Management at the Mainsheet has
announced that all departments will be closed
beginning December 20th so that the staff can
enjoy Christmas, Boxing Day and New Year's
Day with their families. As usual, all employees
will receive a fat Christmas goose in appreciation
of their hard work this past year. Operations will
resume Monday, January 6th at 8:00 AM.
We would like to wish our readers,
advertisers, and contributors a most joyous
holiday season and say, in the words of young
Tim Cratchit, son of Bob Cratchit who works in
the Mainsheet Accounting Department:
God Bless Us, Every One!
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BoatHouse Management
& Programs
CONSTRUCTION: Roger Elliott,
Maintenance & Building Chair

Parking lot: The parking lot has been re-contoured
and new asphalt has been applied thanks to the
Oklahoma Department of Transportation, Oklahoma
State Parks, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Rep. Bill
Nations, and Senator Cal Hobson.
New Fence: Thanks also to the Oklahoma Electrical
Cooperative's drilling of the postholes, to the staff of
Thunderbird State Park, and to many hard-working
volunteers, the fence posts have been installed. We
hope to start installing top-rail and chain-link fabric on
the weekend of December 7th. PLEASE COME OUT
TO HELP US COMPLETE THE FENCE PROJECT
THAT WILL SECURE YOUR ORGANIZATION'S
BOATS. Howard and Cleo Haines will provide lunch.
In order to have enough food for everyone, please let
Howard know that you will be there via an email to
hhaines@ou.edu or by calling him and leaving a
message at 447-4974.
Boatramp: We have been notified by the U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation (BOR) that they will resurface (gravel)
the Boatramp for us this spring. In addition, they will
reconfigure the BoatHouse ramp entrance to comply
with ADA requirements after the new parking lot was
installed. Again, all this work will be done before
spring. Our thanks to Fred Landefeld and Jeff
Tompkins of the BOR for all their help with the
BoatHouse projects.
Library/Office: The LTEF has funded the purchase of
used lateral files and storage cabinets for the library
and office. There will be a repair and painting project
this spring to spiffy them up a bit. Thanks to all who
helped pick them up and move them to the BoatHouse.
Flowers/landscaping: Another reminder that
sometime after the first of the year, the LTEF will take
delivery of daffodil bulbs as we did last year. Several
hundred were planted on the hillside west of the
BoatHouse and they were beautiful when they
bloomed. We, as usual, will put out a call for help to
plant these bulbs and Barbara and I hope we will have
a few more volunteers to help this year.
BH projects planned for 2003/2004:
• Construct the brick patio and install BBQ grill
• Install gates and steps from the deck to the hillside
east and to the brick patio north
• Continue efforts to fund and construct an open

•
•
•
•
•
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pavilion on the south end of the BH property
Install electrical using existing conduit to the
ADA/Dock area and south of the boat yard
Paint parking areas around the BoatHouse
Install security lighting for the boatyard
Apply another coat of stain and wood preservative
on the deck
Spray foam insulation around the tops of the
wooden posts on the deck to keep insects out of
the attic

MANAGEMENT:

Howard Haines, Chair Mngt

Wow! And I thought the fall and winter might see a
little let up of BoatHouse activities. Not to be…and
that is as it should be despite requiring lots of time
from all of us. The weekend before Thanksgiving saw
a great bunch of Sweat Equity workers out setting
posts for the new boatyard. (See the posting on the
TSC and LTEF sites.) As detailed by Roger in the
CONSTRUCTION segment of this report, this coming
weekend will see a second group out there raising the
fence. All this and the other fine acheivements at the
BoatHouse by way of teaching equipment and storage
facilities sets the stage for a really fine 2003.
At its latest meeting, November 12, the Management
Committee (Report posted on the BoatHouse website)
addressed, among other items, the issue of cleaning
and maintaining the building.
The plan is to
incorporate these functions into the Building
Committee and, in so doing, change the name of that
group to Maintenance & Building Committee. Roger
Elliott will remain chair and the group remains a
subcommittee of the Management Comm. The M & B
Comm. will develop cleaning & maintenance
schedules and procedures, and will name cleaning
task groups at regular intervals with specific
objectives. The makeup of the cleaning task groups
will be spread among the consortium organizations
according to their use of the facility.
I am pleased to report the possibility of a new partner
organization for the BoatHouse. On November 10,
members of the local Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla
gathered at the BoatHouse to discuss forming a new
flotilla to be headquartered on Lake T. Chad Cox &
Les Cummings represented the BoatHouse.
(See Management on page 6)
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(Management from page 5)

(Continued from page 3)

Finally, let me congratulate all TSC members on
another outstanding year of volunteerism and public
service via the BoatHouse. I recently completed a
database of the volunteers hours donated for the many
BoatHouse activities for the year 2002.
These
numbers reflect only the time spent directly, that is,
'on-site', with classes, seminars, work parties etc. Of
course this leaves out the far greater, and impossible to
record, number of hours spent in the background by
way of meetings, administration, writing, fund raising,
organization. And it also leaves out time spent by
members of consortium organizations on their specific
activities, in the case of TSC, its meetings and regattas.

Special Notice to partners regarding BoatHouse
maintenance
The LTEF board has asked the BH Management
Committee to develop a BOATHOUSE
MAINTENANCE PROGRAM whereby each
participating organization will assist in maintaining
the BoatHouse and grounds. This planning is moving
along well and we encourage each consortium
representative to attend the BoatHouse Management
Committee meetings to provide input.

Even so, the time donated directly to teaching,
mentoring and working are quite impressive! The data
for TSC go like this:
 Forty-three members donated 609 hours on
building and construction related jobs.
 Twenty-nine members donated 738 hours on
instructional activities.
Please take a big Warm Fuzzy from me! No, take
several! These numbers reflect precious and limited
spare time given to the BoatHouse project and could
have only come from dedicated and energetic
individuals. Anyone interested in their individual
information or in seeing the complete database please
contact me.
F.Y.I. In total, 101 consortium members, inclusive of
TSC, donated over two thousand hours during the year
on BoatHouse activities.

National Sailing Programs Symposium
February 5-9, 2003
Annapolis, MD
This excellent gathering is for any of us involved in
community sailing and boating. The US Sailing
announcement says it best .."The premier event for
sailing education in the United States, bringing
together the very best people and resources in
instruction, program operation, equipment and more.
From pros to beginners, the Symposium offers
networking at its best in a relaxed and supportive
environment."
For info call or e-mail Howard (447-4974 or
hhaines@ou.edu) or US Sailing (401-683-0800 or
click on www.ussailing.org/training/nspa/)

LTEF Board of Directors
Just a reminder that the LTEF nominating committee
has reported the nomination of the following board
members as officers for the year 2003: President-Chad Cox, Vice-President--Roger Elliott, Secretary-Marilyn Friend, and Treasurer--Connie Divine. The
election will be held at the annual board meeting in
January. We are very pleased to have such a talented
Exec Committee to guide the LTEF to new heights in
2003 and we extend our appreciation to those who
have served on the Exec Committee and on the LTEF
Board in 2002 and in prior years.
Happy Holidays to you and yours, Les & Barbara
Cummings
PROGRAMS & PUBLICITY: Howard Haines, Chair

The program and publicity folks are getting
busy with next year. Karen Mellgren has left
information about the BoatHouse programs with the
Norman Convention and Visitors Bureau. She is also
working with the Norman Recreation office in regard
to repeating last year's schedule listing.
Hadley Jerman of the OU Sailing Club has
joined the group and volunteered her knowledge and
skills in design in developing a new public relations
brochure. Thanks Hadley and welcome.
.
Others in the group are developing a sailing
class to combining training on
keelboats and
dinghies. Such a class will be useful to groups such as
the NROTC where teamwork, as needed on keelboats,
and individual skills, as required on dinghies, are
important.
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Hiram Douglas Regatta Results:
Non-Spinnaker
A. Caples -SanJuan 21 COSA
W. Fitzpatrick -Catalina 22 Ninnescah
K. Knowles -US22 TSC
W. Hedrick -Mirage 28 TSC
C. Sutter -Catalina 22 TSC
G. Graham -Seidleman TSC
V. Gettys -S2 6.9 TSC
Navy ROTC Columbia 28 TSC
R. McKinney -MacGregor TSC
Spinnaker
B. Williams -Santana 20 Windycrest Sailing Club
P. Moerschell Santana 20 TSC
K. Campbell Merit 22 TSC
T. Mather Capri 22 TSC
B. Etcheison F28R TSC
Sea Scouts Santana 25 TSC
Sea Scouts Catalina 27 TSC

Boats on Board in the Big Easy. From left, Chris
Luppens, Les Cummings, Howard Haines, and Tracy
Pinegar of Advantage Saiboats.

COSA skipper Art Caples (right) and crew Scott Hunnewell
accepting Thunderbird Sailing Clubs 2002 Hiram Regatta Trophy.
The Hiram Douglas Perpetual Trophy is awarded to the skipper of
the boat having the lowest corrected time in the largest fleet.
Congratulations Art!

Half of the 192 boat Opti fleet at the Mid-Winter Nationals
at the Southern Yacht Club on Lake Ponchartrain.

Calendar
Date

Day & Time

Event and place

Dec 10

Monday, 6:00 PM

BoatHouse Management Committee, Phil Dame's Office, 4805 SE 44th

Dec 14

Saturday, 6:00 PM

TSC Holiday Party. BoatHouse

Dec 16

Monday, 7:00 PM

Programs & Publicity Group, Howard Haines', 515 Macy St., Norman
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Holiday Party
December 14th, 6:00 PM
BoatHouse

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1086
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Comm Jerry Lojka............……….…...732-3703
<jlojka@aol.com>
Vice Comm Altus Boren…..…….….…..321-7914
<altusboren@yahoo.com>
Rear Comm Gus Shaver…....….……….329-0555
<johnngus@es.com>
Flt Capt Janie Davis..........…….…..…..751-7271
<jdsail @email.msn.com>
Secy Karen Thurston........……...…...….329-5551
<karen_thurston@cox.net>
Treas Barbara Schindler…………...…….321-1354
<bschin@telepath.com>
M’Sheet Ed George LeVan….………......366-1903
<tynecot@aol.com>
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